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Meffieurs   WEDDERBURNE, 
GIBBON  and  MIHERSON, 


'T^HE  following  flieets  are  fpecially  recom- 
•*•  mended  by  the  Author,  to  your  moft 
ferious  perulal ;  I  muft  confefs  more  to  pleafe 
the  public,  than  from  any  private  motive  or 
opinion  of  my  own.  Two  *  of  you,  at  leaft, 
are  pretty  well  informed  of  the  lubje£ls  here- 
in treated ;  and  though  a  perlbn  arofe  from 
the  dead,  if  you  are  not  already  convinced 
of  the  fads  and  the  conclufions  drawn 
from  them,  I  am  ptrfuaded  you  will  never 
be  converted,  till  convenience  and  interefi  flaih 
conviSiion  on  your  minds.  Onef  of  you  gen- 
tlemen, has  been  twice  converted  before,  and 
it  may  be  well  prefumed,  after  fb  many  re 
trograde  motions,  and  ftationary  pofitions,  that 
the  next  move  will  fix  yen  for  life ;  and  in  ipite 
of  that  mercury  in  your  compofition,  and 
that  propenfity  to  change,  which  in  Mr.  Attor- 

*  Mr.  Weddcrburnc  and  Mr.  Gibbon,  are  Members  of 
the  Houfe  of  Com  moos. 

f  Mr.  WedderbuEDc  firft  fpoke  and  voted  with  the  court. 
He  afterwards  went  violently  into  oppoiition,  and  has  four 
feveral  years  fought  under  the  minifterial  ftandard. 
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ney  General  is  haitt  as  well  as  nature^  that  a 
bolftered  feat  in  the  hall,  and  a  writ  of  entry 
into  another  aflembly,  by  gratifying  at  once 
your  ambition  and  your  avarice t  which  hitherto* 
have  proved  as  boundlefs  as  your  prUe^  will  in- 
troduce a  degree  of  tranquillity  into  your  breaft, 
to  which  it  has  ever  been  a  ftranger. 

I  am,  Sir,  far  from  imputing  the  Hiflory  of 
the  Qppofition  to  you.  It  is  therefore  with 
ibme  reluctance  I  addrefs  you  on  the  pre- 
fent  occafion,  but  the  public,  whofe  humble 
retainer  I  am,  have  pointed  you  out :  and 
defire  the  grounds  of  perfuafion  on  which 
their  judgment  refts  may  be  proclaimed ; 
they  have  direded  me  to  report  their  reafons, 
and  I  have  now  no  choice  of  my  own  \  my 
duty  calls  me,  and  I  muft  obey. 

The  moft    confiderable  number  of  thofe 
with  whom  I  have  the  honour  to  converfe, 
fay,  that  you,  Mr.  Attorney  General,  are  the 
author  of  the  Short  Hiftory.    They  imagine, 
that  they  can  defcry  in  that  performance,  the 
fame  petulence^   felf-conceit^   law-fubtilty^    bar 
chicancy    quaintnefs  of  expreflion,  thread-bare 
antithefis,  fyftematic  evafion,  mtbingnejs  and 
emptinefs^  which  diftingv.i(h  your  frothy  ha- 
rangues in  the  fenate  houfe.     I  give  no  opi- 
nion myfelf  on  the  fubjedt ;  but  when  I  have 
ftated  my  doubts,    they   have   replied   with 
warmth.    The  publication  which  we  have 
defired  you  to  anfwer  is  laboured ;  it  \%JhaU 
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lowy  and  ytt  ipecious  and  well  calcuhted  to 
make  profelytes  among  men  of  a  certain  fize 
of  underftanding,  or  fuch  as  come  down  to 
the  Houfe,  and  wifh  for  a  decent  apology,  for 
giving  a  venal  vote* — The  Hijiory  is  puerile 
and  jejune:  In  fhort,  they  /;^  that  it  is  a 
compound  of  frivolity  and  inipojttion^ .  replete 
vnth.  faljhoodj  and  that  conjequently  the  pro- 
duction is  yours. 

It  is  in  vain  to  contend  with  numbers,  I 
feemingly  fubmitted,  but  I  was  neverthelefs 
refolved  «o/  to  relinquifh  my  opinion  entirely ; 
I  faid,  if  Mr.  Wedderburne  be  the  fafhioner 
of  this  curious  production,  give  me  leave  ftill 

to  fay,  a  word  or  two  in  juftification. He 

may  be  the  Author,  vulgarly  fb  called  ;  but  I 
ftill  contend,  that  he  never  created  or  begot  it ; 
though  I  am  ready  to  confefs,  that  he  might 
have  difcharged  the  feveral  friendly  offices  of 
man-midwife,  nurfe  and  god-father,   for  his 

earthly  creators  the  junto. But  fince   the 

laft  interview  which  I  have  had  with  my 
worthy  patrons,  the  public,  a  thought  ftruck 
me,  that  greatly  ftaggers  me,  encreafes  my 
doubts,  and  induces  me  to  believe,  that  you 
could  have  taken  no  part,  principal  or  Sub- 
ordinate, in  bringing  the  Short  Hiftory  into 
being ;  and  I  will  tell  you  candidly  my  rea- 
fon. 

There  are  feveral  pafiages  fcatterpd  through 
the  book,  highly  reflecting  on  the  people  of 

b  2  America^ 


IS 


II 


(    vi    ) 

j^merlca,  warmly  recomixiending  vigorous 
meaiures,  and  lamenting  the  opportunities 
which  were  loft,  through  the  negledt  or  un- 
Ikilfulnefs  of  our  generals.  1  am  not  yet  pre- 
pared to  believe,  that  the  man  who  fo  often 
wept  in  St.  Stephen's  chapel,  over  the  miferies 
of  his  American  fellow  fubje<its,  at  tlie  cruelties 
and  adls  of  injuftice  daily  infliding,  and  the  hor- 
rid torments  preparing  for  them  by  a  traiter^ 
ous  junto^  and  a  wicked  unprincipled  admini- 
ftration*,  could  have  maintained  in  prints 
that  the  /word  fliould  never  be  (heathed,  till 
America  was  brought  proflrate  with  an  haltar 
about  her  neck,  to  the  feet  of  Great  Britain, 
"  in  the  hour  of  her  infolence  f." 

I  forbear  to  quote  man^  other  inftances,  to 
confirm  me,  that  you  are  not  the  author  of 
the  publication  in  queftion :  one  however,  I 
cannot  pafs  over  ;  it  was  a  remarkable  circum- 
ftance,  and  is  worthy  of  recording, 

I  recolle6l  juft  before  any  of  the  injurious 
meafures  refpedling  America  was  thought  on, 
upon  a  motion  made  by  your  then  co-patriot, 
Mr.  Burke,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  con- 
taining a  ftring  of  refolutions,  which  if  agreed 
to,  would  lay  a  foundation  for  a  vote  of  cen- 

*  Vide  Mr.  Wedderburne*s  fpeeches  in  parliament  in 
the  years  1768  and  1769,  ^  pafftm^  till  the  death  of  Mr, 
G.  Grenville  in  the  winter  1770. 

■f  A  favourite  expieffion  of  that  great  patriot  Governor 
Johnftone  before  he  was  metamorphofed  into  a  Commodore. 
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fure  on  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Ameri- 
can department,  that  you  proved  yourith  a 
mod  able  advocate,  for  your  brother  patriots 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  Atlantic.  You  in- 
fixed*, tiiat  the  noble  Lord  who  prcfided  at 
that  department;  indeed  you  did  not  hefitate 
to  name  him,  you  faid  Lord  Hifljborougb  de- 
ferved  to  be  impeached,  and  in  the  warmth  of 
an  old  Roman,  when  "  Rome  was  Rome,'* 
or  rather  in  a  paroxyfm  or  inflation  of  the  amor 
patriae,  you  pledged  yourfelf  to  the  Houfe 
that  you  yourfelf,  if  no  other  perfon  under- 
took the  tafk,  would  exhibit  articles  againft  his 
Lordlhip,  for  the  pernicious  advice  he  had  given 
his  fovereign  refpeding  America,  and  being 
the  a«£l:ive  caufe  of  thoie  injuries  fuilcred  by 
the  moft  deferving  fubjeds  that  ever  lived, 
through  the  means  of  thofo  pernicious  coun- 
lels*:  but  the  moil  lb  iking  circumftancc 
however  of  all  was,  and  which  as  long  as  me- 
mory holds  a  place  in  my  brain,  1  ihall  never 
forget ;  becaule  it  was  delivered  in  the  fpint  of 
prophecy  and  (hewed  you  were  gifted,  which 
does  not  always   happen  to    be   the   cafe   on 

fuch  occalions. Not  the  Dilpbian  prieftefs 

ever  fpoke  with  a  more  cotitorted  countenance, 
or  felt  ftronger  th'oes.  Inflation  being  the 
great  fource  of  prediction,  aad  words  being 
but  wind,  you  dijhurthened  yourfelf,  in  the 
following  prophetic  words : 

*  Vide  Mr.  Wedderbiirne's  fpeech  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, on  the  9th  of  May,  1770. 
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**  America,  that  formed  part  of  the  Britifh 
**  Empire  in  the  reign  of  George  the  Second^  will 
**  be  )or  ever  diff'evered  from  it  in  the  reign  of 
**  George  the  nrd^'*  Thefe  were  your 
words.  I  took  them  down  in  my  place  at  the 
inftant,  and  you  are  welcome  to  perufe  the 
original  note  at  any  time,  you  may  want  it, 
to  ajjift  your  recoUeciion. 

Thefe  are  fome  of  the  reafons,  which  in- 
duce me  to  doubt ^  that  you  are  the  Author  of 
the  Short  Hiftory  of  Oppofition,  and  I  be- 
lieve the  impartial  and  intelligent  part  of  my 
readers,  will  neither  accufe  me  of  obfiinacy  or 
fcepticifm^  in  confeffing  that  they  ftill  continue 
to  have  great  weight  with  me,  maugre  all  the 
efforts  of  many  of  my  friends,  to  bring  me 
over  to  their  opinion. 

To  you,  Mr.  Gibbon,  I  had  a  great  deal  to 
fay,  but  I  have  forgot  it.  The  pamphlet 
abounds  in  a  kind  of  maccurate  fprightly  de- 
clamation, very  different  from  that  folemn 
gait  and  felf-important  air  which  accompanies 
you,  and  marks  your  footfteps  through  the 
regions  of  dulnefs  and  infidelity. 

Your  apoftacy  from  God  and  your  country, 
are  of  too  recent  a  date,  to  entitle  you  to  the 
confidence  of  thofe  who  would  employ  you, 
if  they  Ihall  find  you  good  for  any  thing.  Lord 


*  Vide  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Wedderburne's  fpeech  the 
fame  day. 
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North  hired  you,  as  a  faithful  fervant ;    but 
as  it  is  not  in  his  province  to  let  you  your 
talk,  neither  had  he  the  fixing  of  your  ap- 
pointments.    The  one  muft  be  fettled  as  the 
other  was   decreed,   in  another  place  befides 
Downing  Street,  and  believe  me,  tor  perhaps 
you  do  not  know  it,  his  Lordfhip  a  As  pre- 
cifely  the   part  of  the    mafter  of  a   regifter 
office. — His  bufuiefs  is  to  prefer^  not  to  deter- 
mine or  finally  chufe,  much  lefs  to  fix  the 
quantum  of  wages.     Your  duty  and  interefl 
make  it  neceflary  you  fhould  look  another  way. 
Come  forth  as  a  volunteeer  ;  plunge  deeper,  if 
fojjible  into  political  apoftacy  and  ingratitude, 
and  your  fortune  will  be  built,  as  on  a  rock. 
Abufe  Oppofition,  and  betray  their  fecrets,  if 
they  were  fo  fimple  as  to  trufl  you  with  any  ; 
and  throw  out  oblique  cenfures  on  Admini- 
flration,    to   remind    them   at  once  of  their 
blunders^   and   flate    of  debendance  on  thofe, 
whofe  leaft  fymptom  of  difpleafure  fills  their 
breafls  with  terror  and  difmay,  and  you  may 
at  length  arrive  to  the  exalted  diflindlion  of 
fitting  fide  by  fide,  with  my  old  brother  mem- 
ber, Mr.  Bamber  Gafcoigne,  who  will  after 
refloring  the  navy  of  England,  to  its  former 
power  and  fplendour,  probably  fhew  you  tne 
way  to  the  treafury  board  and  treafury  bench. 
I  think  I  have  at  length  difcovered  the 
fecret,     Mr.  M*Pherfon   is  the  man ;   none 
but  the  "  author  of  Modejius^^  the  celebrated 
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anfwerer  of  Junius,  could  emulate  that  writer's 
flile ;  befides  the  veterans  are  all  gone  to 
Greenwich  and  Chellea ;  the  two  Doctors*  are 
now  almoft  luperannuated  ;  Mr.  Lind  is  writ- 
ing the  life  and  panegyric  of  Lord  Mansfield  ; 
and  compiling,  in  five  volumes  in  folio,  the 
mgof/mions  of  his  nephew,  at  the  Imperial  and 
French  courts ;  and  Sir  John  Dairy mple  is 
too  bufily  engaged  in  recruiting  in  the  High- 
lands, to  attend  to  politics.  His  next  hiftori- 
cal  romance,  has  not  yet  received  the  final 
touch  of  the  French  notary,  who  has  had  the 
inventing,  as  well  as  the  copying  of  it  com- 
mitted to  his  charge  ;  fo  that  the  talk  of  re- 
viling Oppofition  has  neceflarily  fallen,  Sir,  to 
your  lot ;  you  began  with  poor  Junius ;  you 
next  attacked  old  Homer,  both  of  whom  you 
have  cruelly  mangled ;  and  you  have,  literally 
fpeaking,  disfigured  Oppofition.  The  opi- 
nion 1  entertain  of  the  work  and  the  Author, 
however,  may  be  better  colledted  from  the  fol- 
lowing obfervations,  than  from  any  thing 
which  could  properly  come  in  the  (hape  of  an 
introductory  epiftle.  I  therefore  beg  leave  to 
refer  Mr.  M'Pherfon  to  the  Obfervations 
for  further  particulars. 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  I  have  the  honour 
to  fubfcribe  myfelf, 

Gentlemen,  your's,  &c. 

The  AUTHOR. 


*  Johnfon  and  Shebbeare. 
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SHORT  HISTORY,  ^c. 


There  are^  people  fo  very  regardlefs  of  truth,  and  fo 
very  indi^erent  to  the  ihame  of  being  convicted  of 
falfehood,  that  they  never  coniider,  when  they  affirm 
any  thing  inore  thai^  the  prefgnt  expediency, 

B0LIt7OBR0KE, 


HOW  far  the  foregoing  obfervation  will 
be  ftridlly  verified  in  the  courfe  of  the 
following  flridturesy  muft  reft  with  the  intel- 
ligent and  unprejudiced  reader  to  determine. 
Neither  the  author  of  the  ♦«  Short  Hiftory, 
"  &c."  nor  I,  will  be  permitted  to  aft  in 
the  capacity  of  judges  before  fb  refpe£lable  a 
tribunal.  The  proofs  on  either  hand  will 
come  nakedly  before  the  public.  As  fbon  as 
they  are  clofed,  the  matter  will  be  fairly  at 
ifTue,  and  we  muft,  however  reluctantly,  abide 
the  pvblic  judgoient. 
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When  our  author  deviated  from  the  vulgar 
path  trodden  by  his  predeceflbrs  and  living 
cotemporaries,  in  the  Tame  walk,  he  did  not, 
I  prelume,  perceive  how  much  he  rilked  in 
order  to  obtain  a  temporary  advantage. .   He 
did  not  forefee   the    inevitable  confequences 
which  muft  follow  fb  diredt  a  departure  from 
the  rules  hitherto  prefcribed  and  adopted  by 
the  children  oi  fadiion  and  court  projiituiion.    I 
mean  that  utter  abhorrence  they  have  at  all 
times,  and  upon  all  occafions  betrayed  towards 
any  thing  which  bears  the  leaft  appearance 
oi  fadi  or  political  chronology.     Our  parlia- 
mentary hillorian,  if  he  had  duly  confidered 
this  inftin<5tive  principle  oi Jelj  prefervation, 
common  to  the   whole   body  of  minifterial 
mercenaries,    would    moft     probably     have 
contented  himfelf  with  the  degree   of  fame 
and  literary  renown,  ufually  annexed  to  that 
ipecies  of  impofition  which  coniifts  in  hack- 
neyed declamation,  bold  random  afl'ertions; 
in  arguments  built  en  premifes  creafed  for  the 
particular  purpofe,  and  conclufion*  refulting 
from  fuch  arguments  and  fuch  premifes. 

Every  day's  experience  exhibits  repeated 
proofs,  how  the  fciences,  beft  known  and  moft 
cultivated,  are  capaibk  of  new  difcoverie? ;  an4 
it  is  univerfally  acknowledged,  that  the  fine 
arts  are  in  a  progreffive  ftate  of  improvement, 
of  which  the  No(^urnal  Remembrancer,,  and 
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patent  Candle-SnufFers    of  Mr.   Pinchbeck, 
bear  the  moft  undoubted  teftimony. 

To  avoid  however  all  unneceffary  digreffions, 
and  to  come  to  the  proper  fubjeSt  I  mean  to 
difcufs,  I  (hall  apply  the  obfervation  to  the 
art  of  political  lying,  and  the  various  fignal  be- 
nefits derived  from  itj  to  thofe  who  have  by 
long  ftudy  attentively  meafured  and  duly 
weighed  the  various  ufes  to  which  it  may  be 
employed,  in  eftablifhing  a  growing  court 
faftion,  or  in  propping  up  one  ready,  from  its 
weaknefs  and  corruption,  to  tumble  to  its  lowell 
foundation. 

Swift,  I  think,  in  one  of  his  Examiners, 
was  the  firft  of  the  moderns  who  defined 
the  art  of  political  lying ;  and,  fupporting 
his  definition  by  feveral  curious  examples,  re- 
duced it  into  a  kind  of  regular  fyftem.  After 
defcribing  feveral  fpecies  of  this  art,  he  pro- 
ceeds to  point  out  fbme  of  the  moft  recent 
refinements  pradlifed  by  its  greatcft  profeflbrs. 
His  words  are,  and  they  deferve  to  be  written 
in  letters  of  Gold,  "  Few  lies  carry  the  in- 
*•  ventors  mark,  and  the  Ttio{\.  profiitute  enemy 
**  to  truth  may  fpread  a  thoufand  without 
*'  being  known  for  the  author;  befideg,  as 
•*  the  vileft  writer  hath  his  readers,  fo  the 
"  greateft  lyar  hath  his  belien)er5 ;  and  it  ofteii 
*•  happens,  that  if  a  lie  be  believed  only  for  an 
"  hour,  it  hath  done  its  work ;  and  there  is  m 
"  further  oc  afion  for  it.  Falfhood  JUes,  and 
*•  Truth  comes  limping  after ;  fo  that  when 
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*»  men  come  to  be  undeceived,  it  is  too  late ;  the 
*•  jeft  is  over,  and  the  tale  hath  had  its  efFed.*' 

This  I  take  it  was  the  fiate  of  political  ly- 
ing in  Swift's  time ;  and,  by  .the  manner  he 
treats  that  fubje£t,  I  am  inclined  to  believe, 
he  meant  to  convey  to  his  readers  what  now 
pafles  under  the  more  polHe  term  of  a  politi- 
cal. y^»/i^;  fuch  as  a  lying  paragraph  in  a  news- 
paper, or  ^Jirong  ajfertion  in  debate,  by  a  ca- 
binet minifter,  to  anfwer  the  purpoje  of  the 
moment.  Lord  Wharton  was  the  nobleman 
at  whom  Swift  pointed :  how  far  the  charge 
was  well  founded  I  will  not  pretend  at  this 
diftance  of  time  to  determine. 

But  as  I  obferved  before,  all  fciences  and 
arts  having  continued  to  advance  progreflively 
towards  a  flate  of  improvement,  it  was  na- 
tural to  think,  that  the  father  of  a//  lies  would 
not  negledl  his  difciples,  or  fufter  them  to  re- 
main in  the  darh^  while  difcoveries  were  daily 
making  in  ftudies  much  lefs  profitable,  and 
which  could  not  boaft  fo  high  an  antiquity. 

In  or  about  the  year  1 740,  a  moH  promifing 
genius*  arofe,  full  of  the  Jpirit  of  the  founder 
of  his  fedt.  He  never  curfed  or  tagged  both 
ends  of  his  proportion  with  an  oath,  like 
Wharton ;  nor,  when  he  carried  his  point, 
laughed  publicly  at  thole  whom  he  had  de- 
ceived. He  never  fouled  an  altar,  like  his  great 
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precurfbr  and  prototype;    he   told   his  lies 
with  a  very  grave  face,  and   interlarded  his 
aflertions   with  frequent  affirmations  of  his 
honefty^. — He  improved  upon  Wharton,  how- 
ever,  in  one    particular    exceedingly.        If 
Wharton  was  once  detected,  there  was  an  end 
of  the  lie ;  but  our  prefent  hero,  can  daily^ 
weekly  and  monthly  repeat  the  fame  Ihing  of 
falfhoods,  which  were  a  thoufand  times  before 
refuted,    though  not   literally  deteded,    and 
that  with  as  unembarraffed  a  countenance  as  if 
they  had  been  coined,  at  the  very  moment  he 
was  fpeaking  f .  This  man,  zn^  perhaps  a  Lord 
too,  is  one  of  the  firft  liars  in  the  known 
world.     He  never  tells  a  lie,  but  fuch  a  one, 
as  it  is  impoflible  to  legally  convidl  him  of; 
for  he  tells  you  what  he  pleafes,  and  having 
the  means  of  detection  in  his  own  power,  per- 
fifts  in  his  impofition,  and  defies  you  to  tell  h©w 
many  guineas  are  in   his   ftrong  box  while 
he  keeps  the  key  o£  h  in  his  pocket. 

The  two  greateft  geniufes  that  hiftory  or 
living  evidence  in  this  line  have  ufliered  to 
my  acquaintance,  I  have  flightly  portrayed. 
Wharton,  who  never  told  the  fame  lie  after 
having  been  once  clearly  detected,  and  a  great 
court  lord,  now  living,  who  never  affirms  a 
faWhood,  the  adual  proof  of  which,  is  within 
the  compafs    or    ability   of  his  adverfaries. 

*  Vide  all  his  Speeches  in  Parliament. 
f  Vide  his  fpeech  of  the  19th  of  November,  1777,  com- 
pared with  his  ipeech  of  the  a6th  of  November,  1778. 
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Our  anonymous  hiftorian  fcems  to  have 
improved  upon  the  two  noble  lords,  and  to 
have  ftruek  out  a  plan  compofed  of  both  in- 
gredients. Like  Wharton,  he  has  availed 
himfelf  of  the  advantage  derivable  from  a 
temporary  falfhood ;  like  his  patron,  he  ha« 
repeated  the  fame  lies  verbatim^  which  the 
noble  lord  has  abufed  the  Public  with  for 
the  laft  four  or  five  years  ;  but  unluckily  the 
parallel  does  not  hold,  and  both  lines  meet. 
His  patron,  has  the  key  of  thofe  documents, 
which  if  produced,  mufi  inftantly  bring  na- 
tional refentment,  execration  and  pimifhrnent 
upon  his  devoted  head  ;  while  our  author  ap- 
peals to  pretended  fadls,  every  one  of  which 
are  fuppofed  to  have  pafTed  in  the  prelence  of 
feveral  hundred  perfbns.  But  in  the  words  of 
a  celebrated  quack^  *'  as  if  delirous  of  immor- 
tal and  univerfal  fame,"  he  has  hazarded  every 
thing. — He  has  ftruck  a  bold  ftroke  :  his  am- 
bition was  equal  to  the  capacioufnefs  of  his 
mind,  the  pliancy  of  his  confcience,  and  the 
great  object  of  his  purfuits. 

To  fet  truth  and  common  fenfe  at  defiance, 
in  order  to  attain  a  favourite  purpofe,  was 
bold,  was  enterprizing.  To  attack  the  whole 
body  of  the  whigs,  and  to  decry  every  fpecies 
of  government,  but  what  is  founded  in  the 
injluence  of  the  crown,  and  the  dependance  of 
the  legiflature,  was  the  ad  of  a  daring  and 
meritorious  partizan  ;  to  meet  oppofition  in 
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their  ftrong  holds  of  parliamentary  confulta- 
tion  and  debate,  was  taking  at  once  the  bull 
by  the  horns :  the  worft  that  could  happen 
was   to  be   detedted.     In  the  mean-time,  he 
has  enjoyed  the  latisfaftion  of  deluding  a. id  Je- 
celving  the  ignorant  and  credulous,  and  fo  far 
his  plan  has  been  I  believe  tolerably  fuccefsful. 
But  though  the  plan  was  worthy  of  fuch  a 
fervant,  and  fuch   employers,  now  that  the 
day  of  retribution  is  at  hand^  he  will,  I  am 
perfuaded,   find  that  his   zeal  out-went   his 
judgment,  and    that   any  temporary   benefit 
he  could  promife  himfelf    to  derive  to  hf^s 
party,  will  be  found  to  be  much  more  th?.n 
counterbalanced  by  that  load  of  infamy  and 
contempt    which  mufl   follow  a   publication, 
*•  Where    the  malice  and  faljhood  of  every 
**  line,  would  require  an  anfwer,  and  where 
*'  the  dulnefs  and  abfurdities  will  not  deferue 
"  one." — It  is  a  trite  obfervation,  that  fadis 
are  ftuhhorn  things, — It  was  reafonable  to  ex* 
pe6t,  that  thefe  fads  would  be  examined,  and 
that  the  dates  would  be  compared.     A  writer 
may  create  or  invent  at  pleafure,  but  without 
evidence  fuch  forgeries  can  pafs  for  no  more 
than  mere  aflertion,  the  truth  of  which  muft 
reft  fblely  upon  the  credit  of  an  anonymous 
author,  no  very  refpedable  authority  at  the 
beft,  much  lefs  when   coming  from  the  pen 
of  an  avowed  partizan.     But  luckily  for  the 
difcovery  of  truth  and  the  attainment  of  poli- 
tical 
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tical  juftice,  our  hiilorian,  like  fome  other 
bold  and  improvident  criminals,  has  made  an 
appeal  to  documents,  which  will  furnifh  ma-f 
terials  for  his  own  convifrion  ;  and  has,  by 
this  ftretch  of  imprudence,  become  in  the 
hands  of  Providence  a  mere  inftrument  to 
delineate  the  fadlion,  who  have  inftruded  and 
employed  him,  in  their  mfive  colours* 

He  tells  us  very  circumftantially,  and  with 
all  poffible  chronological  corredtnefs,  page  5, 
that  the  fifth  feffion  of  the  prelent  parliament, 
was  opened  on  the  26th  of  November,  1778, 
and  then  gives  two  extra^s  from  his  Ma- 
jesty's Speech,  containing  a  complaint  of  the 
perfidy  of  France,  in  commencing  hoftilities, 
the  objiinacy  of  America  in  refufing  terms, 
together  with  a  requeft  for  fupport.  "  Una- 
*«  nimity,  fays  he,  was  in  the  ufual  form 
*<  recommended,  and  furcly  no  period  of  hif- 
**  tory  more  required  the  unanimous  exer^ 
♦*  tion  of  the  whole  nation." 

It  is  evident  to  me,  that  he  never  read  the 
Speech,  or  has  purpofely  miftated  the  con- 
tents ;  for  unanimity  was  in  no  part  of  the 
Speech  recommended  j  and  I  think  it  would 
have  been  much  more  decent  in  him,  to  have 
paffed  over  in  filence  that  paflage  in  it  which 
tfv^rx,  *•  That  the  French  had  firft  com- 
"  menced  hoftilities,"  when  the  contrary  was 
notorious.  Firft,  becaufe  thofe  who  fabricated 
this  falihood,  knew  that  fo  early  as  the  pre- 
ceding 
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ceding  April,  orders  had  been  fent  to  attack 
the  French  fettlertients  in  the  Eaft  Indies ; 
and  fecondly,  becaufe  it  was  a  fa6t  of  public 
notoriety,  that  Admiral  Keppel  had  in  the 
month  of  June,  taken  two  French  frigates  in 
the  Bay,  and  afterwards  for  three  days  chaced 
the  Breft  fquadron,  and  at  length  forced  it  to 
a  general  engagement. 

Another  realon  I  have  to  believe  that  this 
writer  never  faw  the  King's  Speech  is,  where 
he  fuppofes,  that  it  contains  a  complaint  of 
the  objftinacy  of  America,  in  refufing  terms ; 
whereas  the  paflage  relating  to  the  affairs  of 
America  is,  *'  It  would  have  afforded  me  very 
"  great  fatisfadliou,  to  have  informed  you, 
**  that  the  conciliatory  meafures  planned  by 
*'  the  wifdom  and  temper  of  Parliament,  had 
**  taken  their  defired  effedt,  and  brought  the 
*'  troubles  in  America  to  an  happy  conclu" 
«  fion." 

What  dependance  there  can  be  upon  the 
aflertions  of  any  man,  who,  through  negli- 
gence or  defign,  hobbles,  limps  and  ftumbles 
in  the  leaft  intricate  and  fmoothcft  ways,  may 
be  eafily  gathered  from  this  /ample  of  his 
accuracy  and  fidelity,  in  quoting  and  reporting 
fads,  which  hold  out  fo  little  temptation 
to  the  difingenuous  mind,  to  miftake  or  mif- 
reprefent.  I  fhall  forbear  to  make  any  com- 
ment upon  his  direft  mifreprefentation  of  that 
paflage,  which  alludes  to  the  conduct  of  our 

C  admirals 


m 


ii  ■ 
Ir' 


s; 


I 


r 

k 

'1:!: 


•i 


'ti 


,!  I 


ti 


<( 


ct 


it 


<( 


(     10    ) 

odmiials  and  generals.  It  is  the  only  one 
which  he  pretends  to  quote  in  the  words  of 
the  Ipcaker;  to  follow  it,  therefore,  with 
the  paflage,  as  it  rea/fy  ftands  in  the  Speech, 
now  before  me,  will,  I  believe,  be  fully  fuf- 
iicient. 

The  Pamphleteer's  quotation,  within  in- 
verted commas,  is,  "  TJbat  the  efforts  of  his 
majefty  had  not  been  attended  with  all  the 
fuccefs,  which  the  juftnefs  of  the  caufe, 
and  the  vigour  of  exertions  feemed  to  pro- 

mife." The  genuine  paflage  runs  thus  : 

And  although  my  efforts  have  not  been 
attended  with  all  the  fuccefs,  which  the 
juftice  of  our  caufe,  and  the  vigour  of  our 
exertions  feemed  to  promife ;  yd  the  ex- 
tenfive  commerce  of  my  fubjedls  has  been 
"  protested  in  moft  of  its  branches,  and 
large  reprifals  have  been  made  upon  the 
injurious  aggreflbrs,  by  the  vigilance  of  my 
JieetSy  and  by  the  a£live  and  enterprifing 
fpirit  of  my  people." 
His  vehement  abufe  of  oppofitiou,  which 
precedes  what  he  calls  his  proofs,  Ihall  not 
provoke  me  to  retaliate.  I  am  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge, that  he  pefl'elfes  the  art  of  fuiting 
his  evidence  to  his  propolitions,  in  a  very  emi- 
nent degree.  He  ftates  what  he  himfelf  calls 
ftrange  portions,  very  ftrange  indeed  ;  and 
then  proceeds  with  his  narrative. — '^  "  The 


(C 


i( 


<« 


«& 


it 


<c 


* 


Page  6, 


■y  i , 


**  orators, 


i>ii 


n- 
lis 


cc 


«( 


"  orators,  in  the  lower  houfe,  mixed  reflec- 
*«  tions  of  the  paft  with  prophecies  of  future 
"  difafters.  The  firft  we  Ihall  fubmit  to  the 
*'  judgment  of  the  reader,  feveral  of  the 
'^  latter  have  been  already  refuted  by  time." 

"  Oppofition  opened  the  political  campaign, 
"  with  aflertions  that  had  been  often  refuted, 
*'  apd  with  predictions  of  national  difafters, 
which  their  own  condud  feemed  calculated 
to  realize.  As  the  public  misfortunes  may 
be  deduced  from  the  rebellion  in  America, 
they  aflerted  contrary  lofadt^  that  hoftilities 
"  had  been  firft  commenced  by  government." 

I  was  prefent  the  whole  of  that  day  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  and  I  heard  not  a  fyllable 
of  the  fadt  here  alluded  to,  though  no  unpre- 
judiced perlbn  doubts  at  this  day,  that  the 
king's  troops  were  the  frft  aggreffbrs.  The 
officer  commanding  the  party,  fent  from 
Bofton,  quitted  the  direct  road,  and  advanced 
towards  a  body  of  militia,  then  afTembled,  and 
exercifing  under  the  fandtion  and  protection  of 
law.  Not  contented  with  marching  towards 
them  with  fixed  bayonets,  they  commanded 
them  to  ground  their  arms,  and  difperfe^  and  an 
officer,  who  was  prefent  at  the  time,  and  was 
afterwards  made  prifpner,  when  Mr.  Home 
propofed  to  juftify  the  charge  of  murder  con- 
tained in  his  advertifement,  offered  to  prove  that 
the  king's  lioo^s fredjirji, 
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**  They  recurred,  fays  our  author,  to  their 
*'  ufual  prophecies,  relative  to  foreign  wars, 
*'  and  they  went  lb  far  as  to  arm  Holland, 
**  our  ancient  ally,  againd  this  devoted  king- 
"  dom.  Note  (a)  p.  7.  Mr.  T.  Townfhend's 
*<  fpeech,  Nov.  26th,  1778.** 

I  grant,  thai,  they  recurred  to  their  ufual 

prophecies,  relative  to  foreign  wars  ;  they  pre- 

diifted  that  Spain  would  ^o/Vi  France  fooner  or 

later  ;  they  lamented  that  our  minifters,  who 

had  meanly  crouched  to  France,  had  ufed  the 

moil  arrogant  and  infulting  language  to  our 

ancient  ally,  the  States  of  Holland,  and  ex« 

prefled  their  apprehenfions  of  the  coniequences 

of  fo  wanton  and  impolitic  a  conduct.     Both 

predidions  have  been  literally  fulHlled.     Spain 

has  fince  declared  herfelf  our  avowed  enemy  ; 

and  Holland  ha^  realized  the  expelled  confe- 

quences  which  were   dreaded  from  the    ill 

treatment  fhe  received  at  our  hands.  If  (he  is 

not  an  of  en  enemy,  (he  does  not  even  wear  the 

mafk  of  friendship ;  and  if  we  ihould  longer 

perfift  in  infulting  her  flag,  contrary  to .  the 

tenor  of  the   mpft  folemn  treaties,   and  the 

eflablifhed  law  of  nations,  oppoiition  will  not 

be  at   the   expence  of  "    arming  Holland" 

againfl  this  devoted  kingdom,  in  the  figurative 

language  of  the  Pamphleteer,  for  that  republic 

will  fave  oppofition  and  the  nation  both  the 

trouble  and  expence.     If  I  recoUeft  Mr.  T. 

3  >  pence. 
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Townfliencrs  words,  they  did  not  go  quite  To 
far  as  to  arm  Holland,  that  gentleman  only 
afking,  whether  we  were  to  continue  armed 
againlt  Holland,  alluding  to  the  daily  cap- 
tures we  made  of  the  (hips  and  property  of 
that  country,   againft  the  faith  of  treaties. 

'«  To  fow  dilbontents  among  the  militia, 
"  they  alledged,  that  the  officers  had  been 
"  fcandalouily  negledled.   Note  B.  Speech  of 

*<  T.  To nd,  26th  Nov.  1777."    ' 

I  have  notes  of  Mr.  Townfhend's  fpeech 
now  before  me,  and  I  am  certain  he  made  ufe 
of  nofuch  expreffion.  He  complained  of  the 
fcandalous  jobs,  which  had  been  entered  into 
with  2.  favourite  contradlor,  Mr.  Atkinlbn,  in 
order  to  enable  him  to  amafs  a  fortune,  by 
ferving  the  camps  with  black,  four,  and  mufty 
bread,  and  of  the  impropriety  of  keeping  raw 
troops  fo  long  on  the  ground,  but  not  a  word 
of  the  officers  having  been  Jcandaloujly  neg- 
lefted,  much  lefs  a  lyllable  of  that  fpurious 
paflage,  whence  it  is  plain,  our  Author  drew  his 
information,  and  which  was  foifted  in  the 
newfpaper  accounts,  or  fome  tranfcript  from 
them,  and  reprefents  Mr.Townlhend,  charging 
the  fpeech  from  the  throne  as  containing 
no  compliment  to  the  militia,  whe/eas  the 
very  contrary  is  evident,  as  his  majefty  parti- 
cularly commends  "  their  ardour^  xSxtu  public 
*'  j^/W/,  and  love  of  country^'' 
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*<  7(?  excite  mutiny  in  the  army  and  navy, 
they  ajferted,    that   government   had  em- 
ployed P-o  commander  of  an  army,  no  ad- 
miral of  a  fleet,  whom  they  had  not  dif- 
graced,  or  with  whom  they  had  not  quar- 
relled.    Note  (c).   Speech  of  Mr.   F — rx, 
26th,  1778.    Ibid.  Speech  of  Col.  B—e." 
Here  we  are  prefented  with  ^fsdt^  accom- 
panied with  a  curious  logical  ded  jdtion,  To 
excite  mutiny,  &c.  they  (oppofition)  ajfertedj 
&c.    '  -  '•  . 

It  will  be  firft  neceflary  to  afcertain  the 
fact,  which  I  believe  needs  no  further  proof, 
than  a  bare  recital  of  the  following  circum* 
fiances : 

Generals  Gage,  Carleton,  Burgoyne,  and 
Ilowe,  were  fuccefiivcly  dilgraced  ;  that  is, 
actually  recalled  by  adminiftration,  or  at  their 
own  defire.  Such  likewife  was  the  fate  of  ad- 
mirals Greaves,  Lord  Shuldham,  Lord  Howe, 
and  Keppel.  Having  pofleflion  of  the  fadt,  it 
will  follow,  that  ftating  of  it  in  Parliament 
inight  anfwer  a  good^  as  well  as  a  bad  purpofe. 
The  parties  were,  his  majefty's  minifters  on 
one  fide,  and  the  generals  and  admirals  on  the 
other.  How  ftatiug  a  fa£t,  on  which  the  very 
^r^y^rv^/^w  of  the  ilate  might  depend,  in  order  to 
learn,  whether  the  national  difafters  arofe  from 
the  incapacity  of  minifters,  or  the  want  ofjkill 
in  our  military  and  naval  commanders,  could 
be  conftrued  into  an  attempt  to  excite  mutiny, 

is 
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is  more  than  1  can  well  conceive,  unlefs  the 
bare  aflertion  of  an  important  truth  publicly 
known,  is  to  conftitute  the  crime*  If,  in- 
deed, on  the  other  hand,  nothing  of  the  kind 
had  happened,  thofe,  who  had  propagated  fuch 
a  falfliood,  might  be  charged  witli  evil  and 
fadtious  defigns  :  but  the  Pamphleteer  prefumes 
the  guilt  to  arife  from  the  laft  aflertion. 

To  excite  mutiny,  fays  he,  they  ajferted, 
id  eft,  they  aflerted,  in  order  to  excite  mu- 
tiny. 

"  With  a  contradi^ion  in  terms,  which 
neither  folly  nor  rage  itfelf  could  juftify, 
they  averred^  that  miniftry  had  Jucceedcd  in 
no  i  ftance,  yet  that  fortune  had  been  fa- 
vourable in  every  inftance.  Speech  of  Mr, 
CharLs  F— x,  26th  Nov.  1778." 
What  a  pitiful  quibble,  upon  the  words 
Jucceeded  zndi  fortunate.  This  furely  is  the  laft 
refource  of  a  poor  hunted  partiilin.  Mr.  Fox 
tells  minifters,  that  they  had  proved  fuccefsful 
in  no  inftance,  and  very  truly  fo»  They  had 
ordered  Philadelphia  to  be  evacuated  ;  they 
had  given  inftrudions  to  attack  the  French 
fleet,  &c.  and  they  had  failed  in  every  one  of 
their  plans  of  attack  or  defence ;  yet  fortune 
proved  favourable  in  every  inflance^  by  the  fafc 
return  of  our  trade  fleets ;  by  the  delays  which 
d'Eftaign  fufiered  in  the  Mediterranean,  and 
in  his  way  acrofs  the  Atlantic,  having  left 
Breft  on  the  13th  o^  April,  whereas  Byron  did 
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not  leave  Plymouth  till  the  9th  of  June. 
The  mifconduft  of  d'Eftaing,  in  not  attacking 
Lord  Howe  before  his  force  was  augmented ; 
by  the  want  of  co-operatior^  f?  om  the  French 
admiral  at  Rhode  ifland,  and  his  fudden  de- 
parture from  thence,  by  the  mifunderftanding 
between  Wafliington  and  Lee  in  the  Jerlies, 
in  the  engagement  with  Sir  Henry  Clinton  ; 
and  in  a  variety  of  inftances  of  an  inferior 
nature.  On  every  one  of  thefe  occa(ions> 
though  they  did  not  come  within  the  defcrip- 
tion  of Jiiccejfes,  it  Would,  I  fancy,  be  doing  no 
great  violence  to  reafon  and  common  fenfe, 
to  call  them  a  fucceffion  of  efcapes^  fbme  of 
which  might  have  been  almoft  decifive  of  the 
war  ;  fuch  as  the  defeat  or  deftrudlion  of  Sir 
Henry  Clinton's  army  by  famine,  or  the 
fword  ;  or  the  capture  of  Lord  Howe's  fqua- 
dron  before  the  reinforcement  from  Europe 
hau  arrived.  Such  a  feries  of  efcapes  on  one 
hand,  and  want  of  fuccefs  on  the  other, 
might  well  have  fupported  the  averment  of 
oppoiition,  without  incurring  a  charge  of  "  a 
contradiction  in  terms,  which  neither  folly 
nor  rage  itfelf  could  juftify."  Familiar  al- 
lufi(  ns  are  always  the  moft  intelligible,  and  of 
courfe  make  their  way  eafily  and  expeditioufly 
to  the  underftanding  of  the  majority  of  man- 
kind. I  will  fuppofe,  that  inftead  of  an 
addition  to  Mr.  Macpherfon's  prefent  penfion, 
he  (hould  be  profecuted  as  a  libeller  of  the  con- 
ftitution  for  writing  the  laft  pamphlet.      I 
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would  appeal  to  the  candour  and  good  fenfe  of 
that  gentleman,  whether,  though  he  had  not 
fucceeded  in  obtaining  the  expected  reward  of 
his  labours,  /.  e,  augmentation  of  his  falary,  he 
would  not  think  that  fortune  had  been  favour-- 
able  to  him,  by  enabling  him  to  efcape  from 
the  expedted  confequences  of  a  profecution, 
and  ftill  fecuring  to  him  his  former  ftipend. 
"  *  They  owned  that  unanimity  was  ab- 
folutely  neceflary  for  the  fafety  of  their 
country ;  yet  with  peculiar  honefty  avowed, 
that  they  would  clog  the  wheels  of  govern- 
ment, when  it  ought  to  be  affifted  by  every 
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That  unanimity  is  neceflary  in  different 
(ituations,  is  a  felf-evident  proportion;  if 
unanimity  means  an  union  oijirength  properly 
and  effedtually  employed ;  but  if  unanimity 
means  an  implicit  confidence  in  the  capacity 
and  integrity  of  a  fet  of  men,  to  whom  the 
prefervation  of  the  ftate  is  unfortunately  en- 
trufted,  and  who  have  in  every  one  inftance, 
in  which  they  have  been  tried,  rendered  it  a 
matter  of  doub%  whether  the  uniform  and 
perpetual  blunders  they  have  conftantly  com- 
mitted, and  continue  to  commit,  originate  in 
incapacity  or  treachery,  or  a  mixture  of  both ; 
furely  in  luch  a  ftate  of  things,  unanimity, 
which  muft  imply  confidence^  would  be  an  a£t 
of  political fuicide.     Unanimity  is  prefumed  to 
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be  the  forerunner  of  public  fafety  and  felf-pre* 
fervation.     Men  of  common  fenfe  are  not  to 
he/educed  by  mere  names  or  empty  founds,  Peter, 
in  the   celebrated  tale,  could  never  perfuade 
Martin  and  John  that  a  crf4/i  was  a  flioulder 
of  mutton,  or  that  it  contained  very  good 
wine.     However  hungry,  if  we  are  perfuaded 
that  the  food  offered  to  us  is  poifonous,  it  will 
be  not  eafy  to  perfuade  us  to  cat.     If  there- 
fore the  name  of  unanimity  is  not  to  be  ac- 
companied with  its  real  and  eflential  qualities, 
and  is  not  likely  to  produce  the  fruits  that  af- 
certain  thofe  qualities,  it  is  a  cheat  put  upon 
the  public ;   and  he  who  fuffers  himfelf  to  be 
lulled  into  a  fatal  fecurity,  and  to  part  with 
his  confidence,  or  lend  his  fupport,  is  either 
a  paflive  dupe,  or  adthe  enemy  to  his  country. 
There  are,  befides,  two  very  ftrong  reaibns 
againft  fuch  a  fpecies  of  unanimity,  as  that  con- 
tended for  by  the  friends  and  runners  of  a  court 
fadlion,  which  rauft  flrike  ahnoft  every  perfon 
whopofTefTes  themofl  moderate  abilities.  Firft, 
that  no  man  ought  to  be  trujied,  who,  through 
folly  or  knavery,  has  once  deceived  you ;  le- 
condly,  becaufe  you  forego  the  proper  employ- 
ment of  thofe  means^  which  God  and  nature, 
and  human  policy,  have  given  to  flates  for 
their  fafety  and  protection,  as  well  as  indivi- 
duals.    For  thefe  reafons,  I  think  Mr.  Fox 
with  pecuUar  honejiy^  as  well  as  with  his  ufual 
candour,    penetration,  and   found  judgment, 
very  properly  avowed,  that  he  would  clog  the 
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wheels  of  government  as  the  only  means  left  of 
removing  the  prefent  minifters;  he  would 
clog  them  out  of  the  houfe,  and  in  every- 
thing they  engaged  in,  while  they  continued 
to  fill  thofe  places  which  they  difgraced,  and 
were  permitted  to  diredt  the  councils  of  that 
country  which  they  were  hurrying  headlong 
to  deftrudlion. 

The  Pamphleteer  goes  on,  and  after  culling 
exprefiions  out  of  feveral  paflages  in  the  fpeecl^ 
of  Mr.  Fox,  in  which  the  ienfe  is  moft  (hame-? 
iwWy  perverted  and  tortured,  in  order  to  an- 
fwer  the  hiftorian's  purpofe,  he  contradidts  the 
following  propofitions,  that  a  war  againft 
America  is  a  war  againft  our  own  country  j 
that  the  Americans  are  ftill  our  fellow-fub- 
jefts;  that  countrymen  and  fellqw-fubjedts 
were  better  entitled  to  a  relaxation  of  the  rigid 
rules  of  war  than  foreign  enemies;  and  charges 
the  fpeakcr  very  charitably  with  being  an 
abettor  of  rebellion,  and  an  avowed  enemy  to 
his  country.  As  a  full  proof  of  his  hiftorica} 
fidelity  and  candour,  I  (hall  juft  ftate  the  paf- 
I'ages  in  Mr.  Fox*s  fpeech,  which  have  been 
thus  mangled  and  mifreprelented. 

"  Attack  France,  faid  that  gentleman,  for  (he 
is  your  obje<£l,  the  nature  of  the  wars  is  quite 
different;  if  you  are  ferious  in  your  expecta- 
tions, you  muft  look  forward  to  the  welfare 
anu  profperity  of  that  country  which  is  again 
to  form  a  part  of  the  Briti(h  empire.  The 
people  of  America  are  allied  in  blood,  language 
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and  religion ;  a  war  againft  America  is  againft 
our  countrymen ;  you  have  flopped  me  from 
faying  againft  your  fellow- fubje^fs :  a  war 
againft  France,  is  a  war  againft  a  dangerous, 
ambitious,  and  inveterate  enemy  and  rival.** 
Mr.  Fox  never  uled  the  expreffion  of,  againft 
our  own  ftibjeds,  on  the  contrary,  he  ftates 
the  exception  fpecifically,  by  telling  the  houfe, 
*'  you  hz.\tJioppedrcit  from  ikying  your  fellow- 
fubje£ts ;"  nor  is  there  a  lyllable  in  the  whole 
Ipeech  which  imports  that  the  Americans 
ought  not  to  be  treated  as  enemies,  but  as 
peaceable  friends. 

Here  is  a  fpecimen  of  proftitute  falfhood 
and  impofition,  fcarcely  to  be  paralleled  in  the 
annals  of  minifterial  delufioii.  The  writer 
firft  frames  proportions,  and  annexes  a  crimi- 
nal intention  to  them,  though  exactly  corref* 
pondent  to  the  language  of  minifters  in  both 
Iioufes,  expectation  of  the  return  of  the 
people  of  America  to  their  wonted  ftate  of  obe- 
dience, and  a  political  connexion  and  commu- 
nion of  interefts  between  the  colonies  and  the 
parent  ftate.  Where  the  fpeaker  made  ufe  of 
any  expreffion  refembling  that  imputed  to 
him,  it  is  given  in  a  mangled  and  partial  quo- 
tation, and  finally,  after  defacing  the  latter, 
and  totally  extrading  the  fpirlt  from  the  paf- 
fages  alluded  to,  he  has  had  recourfe  to  the 
powers  of  invent  ion,  in  order  to  father  upon 
Mr.  Fox,  fen'  dents  and  opinions  which  never 
t;fcaped  hislij>o. 
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But  if  he  has  mifreprefented  and  belied  the 
members  of  oppolition  in  the  lower  houfe, 
he  has  carried  his  party  rancour  ftill  higher 
agaiiilt  lome  of  the  members  of  the  other  af^ 
lembly.  .  r  -  .  k-,    »  - 

He  has  charged  lord  Briftol  with  infifting, 
that  no  addrefs  at  all  (hould  be  made  *,  that 
our  commerce  was  totally  loft,  our  public 
credit  drawing  to  annihilation,  and  our  fleet 
on  the  verge  of  ruin  t-  Lord  Coventry,  he 
charges  with  faying,  that  our  armies  were 
either  mouldered  away  by  death,  defertion,  and 
iicknefs,  or  reduced  by  lofs  in  battle ;  and  the 
bifhop  of  Peterborough,  with  giving  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  it  would  be  "  imprudent,  if 
*'  not  impojjible^  to  perfift  in  a  war  againft 
*'   France."! 

To  fee  what  foundation  there  is  for  thole 
affertions,  it  will  be  necelfary  to  refer  to  the 
text,  to  examine  whether  it  be  not  adulterated, 
and  whether  the  quotation  be  correfpondent 
to  the  general  and  profelled  intention  of  the 
Ipeaker.  :\:i\'^"'  .  -- > 

Lord  Biiftol  did  not  fay,  much  lefs  injtfly 
that  no  addrcls  at  all  (hould  be  made;  but  he 
gave  his  reafons  why  he  could  not  agree  with 
fucb  an  addrefs  as  that  moved  by  the  noble 
earl  , Plymouth)  and  leconded  by  the  noble 
duke    (Chandois) ;    his    reafons  were,    that 
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it  was  no  more  than  an  echo  of  the  grofs  /jA 
Jities  and  fulfome  commendations  of  the  perfons 
who  framed  it,  and  who,  by  their  pernicious 
counfels,  had  brought  thefe  once  flourifhing 
kingdoms  nearly  to  ruin.  The  utmoft  he 
propofed  was  to  fufpend  the  addrefs  condition' 
ally^  till  the  caufes  of  our  national  calami^ 
ties  were  enquired  into,  and  the  proper  means 
devifed  for  their  fpeedy  and  efFedlual  removal. 
When  his  lordfhip  fpoke  of  the  ruin  of  the 
navy,  he  referred  to  the  mifmanagement  of  thofe 
who  had  the  direction  of  it,  and  its  inferio- 
rity to  that  of  the  combined  marine  force  of 
France  and  Spain,  and  demonftrated  its  effi- 
cient weaknefs,  on  account  of  the  ill-treatment 
of  fome  of  the  brighteft  naval  charadters,  and 
the  fpirit  of  fadlion  which  had  been  fown 
and  difleminated  through  every  part  of  it,  by 
the  firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 

Lord  Coventry,  is  the  next  object  of  the 
Pamphleteer's  fpleen.  His  lordlhip  did  not 
fay,  that  our  armies  were  mouldered^  but 
mouldering ;  and  I  believe  this  worthy  fcribe^ 
will  hardly  controvert  the  authority,  on  which 
I  (hall  maintain  the  affertion  to  be  true. 

General  Robinfon,.when  firft  examined  be-r 
fore  the  Committee  ojf  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, faid,  that  the  whole  force  in  America 
amounted  to  52,000  men  and  a  fradion; 
40,874  men  of  whom  ferved  imder  Sir  Wil- 
jiam  Howe,  at  the  commencement  of  the  cam- 
paign, 


by 
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paign,  I777*  He  was  afked,  whether  he 
meant  to  include  in  this  account  efFeftives 
and  non-efFe6tives  ?  With  his  ufual  dexterity^ 
he  anfwered,  that  he  prefumed  they  were 
J'tich  as  were  Jit  to  bear  arms.  The  old 
gentleman  was  indulged  for  the  prefent,  but 
had  his  memory  afterwards  refreflied  on  the 
third  day's  examination.  On  that  day|he  was 
reminded,  that  in  his  former  evidence,  he  re- 
prefented  the  force  ferving  under  Sir  William 
Howe  in  America,  under  arms,  as  amounting 
to  40,874  ;  and  was  alked,  whether  he  would 
abide  by  that  evidence  ?  After  fbme  vifible 
confujion  and  detail  arifing  from  leading  quef* 
tions  put  to  him  by  the  Committee,  he  con- 
fefled  that  the  force  under  Sir  William  Howe 
was  no  more  than  29,478,  including  that  at 
Rhode  Ifland,  Staten  Ifland,  York  Ifland,  and 
all  its  vicinities.  It  was  proved  however,  that 
the  efFedlive  returns  were  fcarce  27,000,  by 
authentic  official  documents,  which  Sir  Wil- 
liam Howe  read  in  his  place.  The  troops  under 
Sir  Guy  Carleton,  were  about  3000  efFedlive, 
and  thofe  at  Hallifax  and  Florida  3,362,  which 
with  the  27,000  already  mentioned,  made  be- 
tween 35  and  36,000  efFedlive  men,  including 
officers  and  ftatF. 

Now,  if  the  general  return  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  campaign,  1777,  ^^^  "P" 
W'^rds  of  52,000,  and  in  the  autumn,  1778, 
but  35,000  ;  I  think,  without  any  great  vio- 
lence to  truth,  lord  Coventry  was  juftified  in 
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his  aflertion,  that  {o  much  of  our  military 
force  as  ferved  in  North  America,  were  either 
mouldering,  not  mouldered  away  by  death, 
defertion,  and  ficknefs,  or  reduced  by  lofs  in 
battle. 

■  The  affertion,  I  believe,  was  equally  juft 
refpecling  the  force  in  the  Weft  Indies,  our 
Mediterranean  fortrefles,  and  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland.  The  general  returns  from  the 
Weft  Indies,  including  the  ceded  iflands, 
were  1,200,  the  efFedlives  but  340,  the  gene- 
ral return  from  Dominica  was  178  men,  or 
one  man  to  every  cannon ;  the  effedlive  made 
prifbners  were  41,  and  nearly  in  the  fame  pro- 
portion in  Granada,  St.  Vincent's,  &c. 

The  general  returns  from  Gibraltar  and  Mi- 
norca, including  invalids  and  artillery,  were 
about  10,000  men,  the  effedlive  under  7000. 

The  general  returns  from  Ireland  were 
12,000,  including  officers,  commiffioned  and 
iion-commiflioned  ;  the  effe^lves,  or  men  with 
mulkets  on  their  fhoulders,  5700:  it  wias 
ftated  in  debate  on  the  Militia  Bill  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  that  the  efFedive  returns  in 
Great  Britain  were  fhort  1 6,000  out  of  thirty* 
The  fa6t  was  not  direftly  contradided,  but 
doubted  of  by  one  cabinet  minifter  *,  and  fub- 

*  Lord  Gower,  prefident  of  the  council  faid,  he  believed 
the  deficiency  did  not  amount  to  16,000,  though  he  ac- 
knowledged it  was  indeed  very  great, 

ftantially 
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ftnntially  acknowledged  by  the  noble  lord  *  at 
the  head  of  the  army. 

If  then  the  Pamphleteer  does  not  mean  to 
load  two  great  cabinet  minifters  with  the  fame 
odium  he  has  endeavoured  to  brand  oppofi- 
tion,  that  of  difclofing  our  weaknefs  to  the  ene- 
my, he  will  be  drove  to  adopt  "  a  perverfion 
*'  in  terms"  as  abfurd  as  unprecedented,  in 
order  to  hold  out  lord  Coventry  as  a  public 
enemy,  for  an  aflertion  which  was  fully  cor- 
roborated by  lord  Gower  and  lord  Amherft; 
nay  more,  by  his  favouritii  court  lords,  the 
dukes  of  Chandois  and  Beaufort,  and  lords 
Dartmouth  and  Townfliend,  and  the  lord 
Chancellor  t,  particularly  lord  Townfliend, 
who  had  above  a  dozen  times  in  the  courfe  of 
the  feflion  aflerted,  that  our  armies  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  were  mouldering  away, 
and  that  the  garrifons  of  Gibraltar  and  Mi- 
norca were  fo  weak,  as  in  the  cafe  of  a  fiege 
by  fea  and  land,  not  to  be  able  to  turn  out 
two  complete  reliefs  §.  Our  Pamphleteer  there- 

• 

*  Lord  Amherft  fald,  he  approved  of  the  bill,  as  the  only 
means  of  procuring  an  immediate  defence,  and  acknow- 
ledged that  the  recruiting  went  on  veryjl(iwly\  and  that  the 
corps  were  very  far  from  being  complete. 

t  Vide  their  fpeeches  in  the  debate  on  the  Militia  Bill, 
iff  pafftm. 

§  Vide  his  lordfliips  fpeeches,  in  the  courfe  of  the  en- 
quiry into  the  management  of  Greenwich  Hofpital,  in  fe- 
veral  ftages  cf  that  bufinefs ;  on  lord  Briftol's  motion  for 
the  removal  of  lord  Sandwich;  on  lord  Rockingham's  mo- 
tion for  giving  relief  to  Ireland ;  on  the  fea  prefs  and  mi- 
litia bills,  &c.  &c. 

E  fore 


'N'^J 


h 


ft'/ 


w 


■•V 

J- 


«aiiP 


ii'i' 


!■ 


« 


« 


if  '<) 


(    *6    ) 

fore  faid  the  thing  that  was  not ;  he  bafely 
endeavoured  to  charge  lord  Coventry  by  infe- 
rence with  a  falfliood,  and  by  a  fide  wind, 
without  dire£i:ly  maintaining  or  controverting 
the  truth  of  the  aflertion,  ftigmatized  oppo- 
fition,  as  the  betrayers  of  their  country,  be- 
caufe  they  divulged  what  ?  A  fecret,  which 
appeared  to  be  the  current  adopted  language 
of  adminiJiraUon  itfelf,  and  of  fome  of  the 
moft  jaiioured  of  the  kings  friends  during  the 
whole  feffion*. 

The  charge  againft  the  biQiop  of  Peterbo- 
rough is  partly  of  the  fame  fize  and  texture, 
in  point  of  intended  efFedl,  with  this  diffe- 
rence, that  it  is  founded  in  ^ixtdi  faljljood.  He 
makes  that  noble  prelate  fay,  that  it  would  be 
imprudent  and  impqffible  to  perfift  in  a  war  againft 
France.  Now  the  truth  is,  his  lordfhip  fiid, 
the  very  contrary^  or  at  leaft  did  not  pretend 
to  give  an  opinion,  one  way  or  the  other.  His 
words,  as  they  now  lie  before  me,  and  which 
I  know  to  be  genuine ^  are,  "  I  prefume  not,  my 
•'  lords,  however,  to  offer  any  opinion  how 
"  far  it  may  be  prudent,  or  neceflary  to  perfift 
*'  in  a  war  agahift  France."  Such  is  the  cbam" 
pion  of  z  prerogative  government;  fuch  thefer- 
vile  tool  it  has  chofen  to  revive  and  circulate 
the  exploded  dodrines  of  Brady  and  Filmer; 

*  Lord  Townlhend  afpires  to  the  above  flattering  and 
foHH  diilin^tion. 

and 
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* 

and  fuch  the  difgraceful  methods  taken  to 
mijlead  a  deluded,  and,  I  fear,  a  devoted  people ! 
I  was  going  to  give  a  ledlure  upon  public  Jhatne^ 
and  public  projhtutlon:  but  I  forgot,  that  my 
taik  is  not  to  reform,  but  to  detedt ;  as  it  would 
be  entirely  vilionary  and  abfurd,  to  expebi 
amendment,  where  all  pretenfions  to  truth  or 
honour  is  avowedly  difclaimed. 

I  obferved  early,  that  fads  are  dangerous 
weapons  in  the  hands  of  thofe  who  are  only 
ufed  to  invention ;  they  are  like  fire  arms  in 
the  hands  of  women  and  children,  frequently 
hurtful  to  thofe  who  ufe  them,  as  well  as  their 
friends.  Towards  the  conclufion  of  that  para- 
graph, our  Pamphleteer  affords  a  frefh  proof 
of  the  juftice  of  this  remark,  by  faying  that 
oppolition  in  the  upper  houfe  afferted,  that 
Spain  would  ajjiji  France,  and  that  Holland,  as 
a  commercial  ftate,  would  treat  with  Ame- 
and  the  whole  world  would  join  againft 
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Now,  out  of  thefe  three  aflertions,  I  con- 
tend that  one  of  them  only  is  'ftridly  true, 
namely,  the  firft,  which  happens  not  to  be  one 
of  thofe  prophecies,  to  borrow  the  author's 
quaint  mode  of  expreflion,  "  which  have 
"  been  refuted  by  time^^  for  Spain  has  not  only 
aided,  but  adiually  combined  with  France, 
in  order  to  efFed  our  deflrudlion, 
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As  to  the  fecond  ;  no  fuch  expreflion  was 
ufed,  as  that  Holland  would  treat  with  Ame- 
rica. Conlcious  of  this,  he  did  not  chule  to 
hazard  detection  by  imputing  the  words  to 
zny  particular  ipeaker;  and  as  to  thelaft,  that 
the  whole  world  would  join  againft  us,  it  was 
Lord  Sandwich  made  ufe  of  this  extraordinary 
gafconade^  and  not  any  of  the  noble  Lords  in 
oppofition*. 

1  have  waded  after  him  for  ten  dull 
and  lying  pages,  and  am  now  called  upon  to 
attend  him  in  his  conclufions,  which  1  am 
ready  to  confefs  are  well  enough  framed  to 
deceive  fuch  of  his  readers  as  previous  difpod- 
tions  arifing  from  paflion,  intereft,  indolence, 
and  factious  prejudices  have  prepared  to  fwal- 
low  or  confirm  fads  the  moft  improbable,  and 
conclufions  the  moft  abfurd  and  monftrous. 
'*  Aflertions,  fays  he,  which  carried  along 
with  them  their  own  reputation^  were  not 
likely  to  make  converts  within,  nor  profe- 
lytes  without  doors,  but  what  the  party 
could  not  elFed:  by  fa6ls  and  arguments, 
they  endeavoured  to  accomplifh  by  addrefs 
and  intrigue  -f*. 
I  moft  heartily  agree  with  this  logical 
ftin/ler^  that  aflertions,  which  carried  along 
with  them  their  own  refutation,  were  not 
likely  to  make  converts,  if  he  will  acknowledge 
the  converfe  of  the  propofition,  th^t  aflertions, 

*  Vide  his  Lord(hip*8  fpeech  on  Lord  firiftol's  mctioq. 
f  Page  10. 
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which  cany  along  with  them  every  hiternal 
evidence  of  truth,  and  every  external  mark  of 
ai'thenticity,  will  ever  make  converts  among  the 
mtelligent  and  uncorrupt  part  of  mankind.  The 
fadls  he  alludes  to  were,  that  Government 
employed  "  no  commander,  naval  or  military, 
whom  they  had  not  quarrelled  with  or  dif- 
graced;  that  we  h^idifucceededinno  inftance, 
X.\\ou^\  fortune  had  been  favourable  in  every 
inftance ;  that  our  armies  had  been  mouldering 
a.way,  and  that  Spain  would  rnoft  probably 
join  againft  us."  Thefe  were  the  allertions 
which  this  lover  of  truth  pointedly  obferves, 
were  not  likely  to  make  converts,  carrying  along 
with  rhem  their  own  refutation.  Mark  the  mo- 
defty  of  the  man.  He  obferves,  with  a  fneer^ 
that  they  were  not  likely  to  make  converts 
among  a  fet  of  men  whofe  duty  he  defcribes 
to  be  to  a(fl  as  dependants^  operated  upon  by 
the  influence  of  the  crown,  but  carefully 
avoids  acknowle'^ging,  that  every  one  of  the 
fa6ts  were  true,  and  the  predi^ions  literally 
fulfilled. 

After  this  grand  recapitulatory  dedu£lion, 
he  fuddenly  prefents  himfelf  to  his  readers  in 
a  new  charader.  He  treats  them  with  a 
fmart  inaccurate  declamation,  which  rendered 
into  intelligible  language,  amounts  juft  to 
this :  that  when  operations  of  war  totally 
mifcarry  in  the  hands  of  different  commanders, 
that  there  muft  be  a  fault  Icmcwhere.  I  give 
him  credit  for  the  very  important  difcovery ; 
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if  be  will  permit  me  to  exemplify  his  pro* 
potition,  by  two  or  three  familiar  allufions  to 
two  or  three  very  gre — at  men  now  living. 

If  Mr.  Wedderburne,  for  fome  peiulent  be* 
haviour  or  Jlip  in  pradiice  bad  not  been  ba-* 
niflied  by  a  formal  arret  of  the  Court  of  Sef- 
fion  in  Scotland,  and  profcribed  his  country 
profeflional  man,  England  before  now. 


as 
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for  wane  of  hisy^^^  counfels  and  advice,  might 
pojfibly  have  become  a  province  of  France  ! 

If  Mr.  Gibbon  had  fucceeded  aii  an  author^, 
or  had  been  trufted  by  the  party  on  whom  he 
obtruded  himfelf,  what  would  the  American 
Secretary  do  for  an  Atlas  to  fupport  the  bur-* 
den  of  the  ftate,  while  is  lordfhlp  is  inno- 
cently amufing  himfelf  with  his  two  bofom 
Jricndsy  Sir  John  Irwin,  and  General  Cunning- 
ham ?  Or, 

If  Mr.  Macp^erfon  had  not  foregone  the 
frofitahk  and  honourable  vocation  of  an  highland 
hedge 'pedagogue^  in  crder  to  muder  the  eyelefs 
Bard  and  .the  Englifli  language,  and  get  a 
penfiou,  what  would  adminiftration  do  for  a 
writer  of  all  work  f 

But  to  return  from  this  digreilion  ;  if  they 
had  feverally  m'ifcarrkd  in  their  purfuits, 
would  noL  it  be  a  fair  conclufion  that  there 
had  been  an  '*  error  in  planning  their  future 
*'•  fortunes,  or  a  defeB  in  eJlahliJlAng  of  them  ?" 

This  1  take  it  is  the  fum  of  the  difcovery 
which  the  Pamphleteer  has  happily  made  re- 
fpedling  the  commanders  naval  and  military, 

but 
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but  his  reafbniDg  is  indeed  of  the  firft  imprer-^ 
fion ;  "  They  returned  without  laurels,  and 
"  what  was  fiill  vorfe,  the  coldnefs  with  which 
"  they  were  received  by  their  country  had 
"  railed  their  refentment,  as  it  had  hurt  their 
"  pride."  As  government  brought  forward  no 
acculation  againft  them,  the  pre/umft/on  waSi 
"  That  they  themfelves  were  partly  to  blame '"* 
This  gentleman,  I  prefume,  deals  m  fecret 
hiftory,  as  well  as  in  that  of  the  oppolition. 
It  is  the  firft  time  I  ever  heard,  that  the  ad- 
mirals and  generals  on  their  return  were  re- 
.  ,  ceived  with  coJdnefs  by  their  country,     I  have 

I  heard,  that  rr.*  .f  them  was  (hut  out  from 

his  fovereign  by  a  cabinet  confultation ;  and 
that  the  others  were  received  coldly  by  mi- 
nijiers^  who  are  by  this  junto-writer  obliquely 
reprimanded  for  not  commencing  the  attack ;  for 
mod  certainly,  with  Ibme  induftr}'',  much 
art,  and  feafonable  management^  a  packed  ma- 
jority miglit  have  been  procured,  who  would 
have  contented  to  facri^ice  the  lives  as  well  as 
chara<5ters  of  thofe  gallant  commanders,  to 
the  refentments  of  /./?v  fecret  advifers,  who 
had  ^^/&<»^  their  pel  c  il  reputation  for  the 
fuccefs  of  the  meafures  ivbich  they  recom- 
mended ;  but  things  were  not  fufficiently  ripe 
for  the  experiment ;  and  the  part  both  Hcules 
of  Parliament  took  refpeding  the  expelled  go- 
v^r«/»^«/^perfecution,  fhewed  plainly  that  thofe 
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who  a£ted  with  caution  adied  wifely ;  it  being  ex-* 
tremely  difficult  and  hazardous  to  kad or  drive 
great  numbers,  even  of  corrupt  men,  to  ex- 
tremities, unlefs  they  are  let  into  t\\Q  fecret 
and  can  fee  their  way.,  which,  in  the  cafe  I 
allude  to,  would  not,  perhaps,  be  quite  I'afe 
or  advifeable. 

I  touch  this  fubje^l  tenderly^  becaufe  it  in- 
volves in  it  the  real  views  and  wi/hes  of  fome 
of  the  great — -eft  perfons  in  the  nation. 

The  remarkable  words  of  the  author,  a 
little  altered,  will  however  pretty  '  ^.h  con- 
vey my  meaning.  "  As  governme^.  id  e/ly 
the  ojlenjible  cabinet,  brought  forward  no  ac- 
cufation  agalnft  the  commanders,  they 
were  given  to  underftand,  by  way  of  urging 
them  to  the  performance  of  the  duty  wijhed^ 
but  not  openly  prefcribed  by  the  real  ad- 
vifers  behind  the  curtain,  that  they  them- 
felves  were  partly  to  blamed 
The  Pamphleteer,  after  giving  this  Jly  rap 
over  the  knuckles  to  the  fantoms  in  power, 
proceeds  to  lay  before  his  readers  a  kind  of 
epitome,  or  abftradl  hiftory  of  Sir  William 
and  Lord  Howe,  General  Burgoyne,  and  Ad- 
miral Keppel,  whom,  in  the  fpace  of  four 
pages,  he  has  very  laconically  difrobed  of 
the  leaft  degree  of  profeftional  merit.  He  takes 
it  for  granted  that  General  Burgoyne's  refent- 
ment  arofe  merely  from  his  not  being  received 
as  a  conqueror.  "  Men^  fays  our  candid  hifto- 
rian,  blamed  him  lefs  for  his  condudl  abroad, 
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than  his  behaviour  at  home*.  What  would 
this  writer  do,  but  for  his  favourite  antithefis. 
How  happily  do  the  words  abroad  and  at 
home  ftand  contrafted  in  rhetorical  counterview ; 
and  how  judicioufly  has  he  blended  the  climax 
and  anti-climax,  the  lefs  and  the  than,  and 
worked  them  both  up  into  a  direSi  but  implied 
cenfure  of  the  general's  condu6t  at  home  and 
abroad.  There  is  nothing  like  variety  in 
polemic  writing,  for  if  fads  will  not  ferve  the 
purpofe,  falfhood  fometimes  may  ;  and  if  nei- 
ther fahhood  or  mifreprefentation  can  be  fafely 
trufted,  equivocal  inferences  and  infinuations 
frequently  anfwer  the  fame  end.  I  am  r^ady 
however  to  give  him  credit  if  he  will  only 
permit  me  to  make  an  alteration  of  one  word, 

to  fubftitute  the  Minijlry  for   Men,      I 

fhall  then  moft  lincerely  fubfcribe  to  the  truth 
of  the  whole  pafl'age. 

But  waving  any  further  remarks  on  this  gen- 
tleman's quaint  expreflions  and  trim  periods, 
I  ihall  proceed  to  take  a  ihort  review  of  his 
criminatory  charges  againft  the  commanders 
naval  and  military,  according  to  the  order  in 
which  he  has  arranged  them. 

Firft,  "  General  Bugoyne's  accepting  a  leave 
of  abfence,  from  a  Congrefs,  who  had  ihame- 
fully  evaded  his  own  convention"  f , 

Secondly,  "  The  remem'^  ance  ot  recent  mif» 
fortunes,  and  ^fujpkion  of  former  errors.^* 
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Thirdly,  "  His  forgeffmg  that  he  had  left  his 
captive  fellow-foldiers,  whom  he  ought  to 
have  protedled  from  inlult  and  oppreffion,  by 
his  prefence;  and  even  eluding  orders  given 
him,  to  return  to  their  aid  in  their  melan- 
cholly  and  fevere  captivity." 

And  laftly,  "  Seeking  or  accepting  a  protec- 
tioa  from  oppolition." 

Thefe,  iiiys  our  author,  jiiftified  the  court  in 
adhering  to  an  etiquette^  which  excludes  officers 
who  have  been  unfortunate,  from  the  royal 
prefence,  till  they  are  acquitted  by  a  court 
martial. 

I  fliall  confider  thofe  reafbns,  for  profcrib* 
ing  the  fortunes  of  general  Burgoyne,  not 
in  order  to  exculpate  that  gentleman,  who 
already  ftands  fo  defervedly  acquitted  in  the 
opinion  of  his  country  from  the  moft  diflant 
Ihadow  of  blame  or  cenfure,  but  to  fhew,  in 
the  firft  place,  the  total  incapacity  of  the  mi- 
nifters  who  planned  this  expedition ;  the  cri" 
minal  neghdis  they  were  guilty  of  in  the  efforts 
they  mad  to  carry  it  into  execution ;  and 
the  bqfe  and  treacherous  means  they  reforted 
to,  in  order  to  fcreen  themfelves  by  the  rum 
of  an  innocent  man. 

"  His  accepting  a  leave  of  abfence,  &c." 
This  is  the  main  charge,  for  if  he  had 
never  come  home^  he  would  flill  have  flood 
high  in  favour  with  the  king's  minifters.  It 
was  that  act  alone,  which,    while  it  filled 
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them  with  the  moft  ahirming  apprchen- 
Hons,  created  in  their  breads  the  moft  rooted 
and  unquenchable  refentments.  The  gene- 
ral's prefence  in  England  announced  an  appeal  to 
his  fellow^fubjedls.  The  lol's  of  his  army, 
brought  after  it  immediately  the  French  treaty 
and  refcript;  and  led,  as  from  the  fountain 
head,  to  all  our  fubfequcnt  misfortunes  and 
prefent  calamiti:,. 

Had  Mr.  Burgoyne  remained  at  Bofton,  all 
enquiry  muft  have  Jhod  JlilL  Miniflers  ear- 
iieftly  wifhed  to  fufpend  all  enquiry,  and 
trufted  to  the  chapter  of  accidents  for  their  fu- 
ture fecurity.  One  of  thefe  two  things,  they 
flattered  themfelves,  might  enable  them  to 
compound  with  the  nation,  fuppofing  the  ge- 
neral to  outlive  a  climaj:e  known  to  be  ob- 
noxious to  his  conftitution,  which  was  far 
from  being  the  moil:  found  or  robuft ;  that 
either  the  misfortune  at  Saratoga  might  be  ba- 
lanced^  and  its  remembrance  blotted  out  by  a 
profperous  campaign,  or,  that  that  fatal  event 
might  be  fwallowed  up  in  fbme  greater  cala- 
mity. 

As  for  the  flimiy  pretence  of  his  accepting  a 
leave  of  abfence  from  Congrefs,  who  had 
lliamefullv  evaded  his  own  convention,  it  is 
too  paltry  and  puerile  to  beftow  a  fingle 
thought  on.  It  was  a  matter  of  choice  and 
prudence.  His  healthy  his  honour^  and  future 
projpedis  in   life,  urged   him   not    merely  to 
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accept,  but  to  apply  for  leave  of  abfence,  and 
if  he  had  not  Ibught  and  accepted  of  it,  fince 
it  clalhed  with  no  public  du«-y,  he  muft  have 
been  totally  infenfible  ti  ev^r  -  nonourable  and 
prudential  motive,  w'-':h  is  luppofcd  to  in- 
fluence hum  'n  adtions, 

'*  A  remembrance  of  recent  misfortunes,  and  a 
fujpicion  of  former  errors."    This  is  the  firil 
time  1  ever  heard  the  word    remembrance 
coupled  with  a  recent  misfortune ;  but  willing 
to  make  allowances  for  provincial  idioms,  lb 
far  as  they  relate  to  mere  phrafeology,  or  pe- 
culiar  modes  of  expreflion,   1  Ihould  rather 
wifh   to  let   this  Scotticifm  pafs  unnoticed, 
could  I  collect  thc/enfe  of  it  from  either  the 
text  or  context ;  but  as  logic,  /o  for  as  it  is 
founded   in    human   reajon,    is    an    unlverfal 
language,  I  confefs  that  I  am  much  at  a  lofs  to 
learn  by  what  rule  of  juftice  or  common  fenfe, 
a  mere  misfortune  can  be  imputed  as  a  crime, 
much  lefs  a  Jufp'icion  o^ former  errors  arifmg 
in  the  breaft  of  an  intereJied'^'dsX.y*     Surely  the 
man  is  playing  at  crofs  purpofes,  or  has  forgot 
to  convey  his  meaning.     "  His"  (Mr.  Bur- 
goyne's)  misfortunes  might  "  procure   him 
*'  pity  and  regret ;"  and  I  will  add,  the  cruel 
and  malicious  perfecutions   of  his    enemies 
ought  to  enfure  them.     Now,  if  the  author 
will  permit  me  to  affift  him,  in  explaining  his 
meaning,  I  think  I  could  at  once  remove  this 
ambiguity  of  expreflion,  and  the  frivolity  and 
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abfurdity  which  it  involves :  let  Mr.  Bur- 
goyne's  misfortunes  ftand  for  his  difagr cements 
with  minifters,  and  ?iJufpicion  of  former  errors 
for  a  pretended  fufpicion  of  recent  ones,  and 
then  the  public  will  perfe£lly  underftand  this 
oth  rwife  inexplicable  paradox. 

"  His  forgetting  that  he  had  left  his  cap- 
"  tive  fellow-foldiers,"   &c. 

The  beft  anfwer  to  this,  will  be  a  faithful 
recital  of  fuch  part  of  the  evidence  given  be- 
fore the  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
as  relates  to  that  tranfadtion. 

Firft,  lord  Belcarras  tells  us  *,  "  The  offi- 
"  cers  and  foldiers  after  their  arrival  at  Cam- 
bridge, (priibners  under  the  convention  of 
Saratoga)  were  perfectly  well  latisfied  with 
the  general's  efforts  to  contribute  to  their 
**  comfort  and  redrefs  their  grievances." 

*•  They  never  exprefled  any  diflatisfadtion 
at  the  general's  returning  to  England -f." 
'•  It  was  the  wip)  of  the  army,  that  the 
general  Jljould  return  to  Europe  to  jujlify 
"  not  only  his  own  condudt,  but  the  conduit 
**  of  the  army  he  commanded  J." 

General  Burgoyne  at  all  times  Jhared  the 
dangers  and  ajlicfions  of  the   army  in  common 
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with  every  foldier ;  as  fuch  they  looked  upon 
him  as  their  Jriend,  and  certainly  would 
have  received  him  in  perfon,  or  any  accounts 
of  him,  v^ith  ^T^rjv  mark  oi  affedlion'^» 

Lord  Harrington.  '*  He  v^^as  not  with  the 
army  when  the  General  (^Burgoyne)  came 
away,  hut  he  converfed  with  many  offi- 
**  cers,  who  had  come  from  it,  and  they  ex- 
**  prelled  no  difl'atisfadion  on  that  head, 
*'  much  lefs  looked  on,  or  confidered  the  ge- 
*'  neral's  intentions,  as  inimical  to  them,  or 
**  that  they  had  been  deferted  by  him  •!•." 

The  people  of  England  are  no  longer  in 
the  dark,  for  the  reafon  which  jujiijied  the 
court  in  adhering  to  the  etiquette  that  excludes 
officers,  who  have  been  unfortunate,  from 
the  royal  prefence,  till  they  are  acquitted  by 
a  court  martial.  The  Pamphleteer  has  told 
the  reafons  ;  General  Burgoyne  offended  the 
niiniftry,  an  J  the  etiquette  was  rigidly  adhered 
to.  Though  he  threw  himfelf  at  his  Majefty's 
feet,  he  had  it  feems  fome  of  thejiubborn  Jul- 
lenefs  and  honefty  of  an  Englijhman  j  he  was 
too  proud  to  throw  himfelf  at  the  feet  of  his 
Majefty's  minifters,  and  too  fpirited  to  father 
the  blunders  of  a  deteftable  junto,  and  a  fervile, 
compliant,  and  corrupt  cabinet. 

*  Vid  Lord  Belcarras*  examination. 

f  Vide  his  lordfliip's  examination  before  the  Committee 
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Tliere  have  been  inftances  however,  both 
fmce  the  revolution,  and  in  particular  lince 
the  acceflion  of  the  illuftrious  Houfe  of  Brunf- 
wick,  in  which  this  etiquette  has  not  been 
rigoroufly  enforced.  I  do  not  recollect  hav- 
ing read  that  Lord  Torrington  (Herbert), 
was  forbid  the  royal  prefence  after  his  defeat 
off  Bantry  on  the  coaft  of  Ireland.  There 
were  feveral  inftances  of  a  fimilar  nature, 
during  the  fame  reign,  in  which  that  etiquette 
was  difpenfed  with,  as  well  as  in  the  next, 
in  the  difafters  which  happened  to  Lord  Gal- 
way  and  General  Stanhope  in  Spain.  The 
affair  at  Carthagena,  was  an  unfortunate  one ; 
ib  were  the  battles  of  Fontenoy,  Racoux,  and 
la  Felt.  Colonel  (now  General)  Grant  was 
defeated  at  Fort  du  Quefne,  and  General 
Murray,  the  prefent  governor  at  Quebec, 
during  the  late  war,  both  with  great  flaughter. 
General  Blakeney  was  created  a  peer,  and 
Knight  of  the  Bath,  though  he  rendered  him- 
felf  and  a  numerous  veteran  well- appoiu red 
garrifon  prifoners  at  Fort  St.  Phillips.  Sir 
John  Cope  was  defeated  at  Prellon  Pans, 
and  General  Hawley  at  Falkirk,  during  the 
late  rebellion  in  Scotland;  and  yet  I  do 
not  remember  that  any  one  of  them  were 
forbid  the  royal  prefence.  Even  General 
Bligh,  who  received  fo  fiital  a  defeat  at  St. 
Cas,  in  which  above  1800  of  the  very 
flower  of  the  Britiih  army,  guards,  grenadiers, 
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&c.  were  killed,  wounded  or  made  prifon- 
ers,  was  not  prevented  a  ^ght  of  his  fove- 
reign,  though  the  cold  manner  he  was  re- 
ceived by  his  late  Majefty,  induced  him  to  re- 
fign  his  regiment,  and  rank  in  the  army  :  but 
to  return  to  the  true  cauje  of  Mr.  Burgoyne's 
difgrace  ;  a  plan  was  formed  by  fome  body^  or 
fome  perfons^  ^nd  fathered  by  the  king's  minif- 
ters,  for  conquering  the  whole  continent  of 
North  America,  by  operations  down  Hud- 
fon's  river.  Thcfe  tools  of  a  tra/terous  junto 
promifed  more  than  they  could  perform,  and 
adopted  the  plan  upon  truji.  The  lorce  pro- 
pofed  was  inadequate^  and  the  force  collected 
was  (hort  of  what  was  propoled.  The  jour- 
nal of  the  operations,  formed  part  of  the 
amufements  of  the  fummer  evenings  at  K — , 
and  what  with  the  abfurdity  of  the  plan  itfelf, 
and  the  total  incapacity  of  the  creatures  who 
were  employed  to  breathe  a  Ibul  into  it,  the 
whole  fcheme  mifcarried.  Of  all  the  fools, 
the  ohjlinate  blockhead,  fupported  by  an  union 
of  will  and  power ^  is  the  moft  incorrigible  and 
irreclaimable.  Peremptory  orders  were  given 
to  Mr.  Burgoyne  to  proceed  to  Albany,  and 
the  elements  and  events  of  war  were  put  under 
his  command.  If  they  were  mutinous^  it  was 
not  the  fault  of  Lord  George  Germaine,  his 
colleagues  in  office,  or  thofe  who  fet  them  to 
work,  it  was  the  general's,  who  negleded  to 
keep  up  2ijlri^  difctpline.  He  like  wife  difobliged 
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the   favages,  and  of  courfe  tacitly  affronted* 
and  infulted  his  pious  employers. 

That  this  was  the  tenor  of  General  Bur- 
goyne*s  orders,  will  not,  Iprefunae,  be  denied 
by  our  ingenious  hiftorian,  when  I  repeat  the 
following  teflimony  ;  I  will  not  fay  after  an 
enemy,  or  an  open  adverfary,  but  from  a  very 
refpedable  officer,  who  can  hardly  be  fufpe£l- 
ed,  from  many  well  known  circumftances^ 
to  entertain  any  great  partiality  for  the  unfor- 
tunate general.  The  perfon  I  allude  to  is  Sir 
Guy  Carleton,  who  after  many  endeavours  to 
avoid  giving  a  diredt  anfwer,  as  to  his  opinion 
relative  to  the  peremptorinefs  of  Lord  Ger- 
maine's  orders  to  Mr.  Burgoyne  to  proceed  to 
Albany,  gave  at  length  the  following  reply ; 
"  I  fhoul^'  have  certainly  endeavoured  to 
obey  thei  ^the  orders  from  the  Secretary 
of  State)  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power :  If  I 
might  be  indulged,  I  would  beg  leave  to 
fay,  that  I  did.  not  mean  to  evade  any 
**  queftion*     I  meant  to  anfwer  directly  ;  yet 
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*  Lord  Harrington  on  his  examination  faid,  **he  had  been 
prefentat  feveral  councils  held  between  the  General  and  Indi- 
an Chiefs,  in  which  the  General^rW  their  fcalping.  The 
General  threatened  the  murderer  of  Mifs  M*Rea  with  death, 
and  his  Lordfliip  was  afraid  he  would  have  carried  his  threat 
into  execution.  Nothing,  he  believed,  but  motives  of  policy 
prevented  him.  The  Indians,  when  thus  retrained,  defired 
to  return  home;  fome  of  them  quitted  the  army,  arrd  one 
chief  caufe  of  their  defertion  was,  becauie  they  were  not 
permitted  to  indulge  themfeives  in  their  habits  of  plunder, 
bloody  enormities,  and  cruel  excelTes.*' 
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"  qneftlons  may  be  put  to  me  of  fo  delicate 
**  a  nature,  and  perhaps  no  man  in  the 
**  world  is  in  a  more  delicate  fituation  in 
refpe<n:  to  the  prel'ent  cale  in  queftion,  and 
the  bufinefs  of  the  committee,  than  I  am. 
When  fuch  queftions  are-  put  to  me,  I  fliall 
pray  the  indulgence  of  the  committee  to 
be  excufed  anfwering,  but  1  will  not  evade 
them.  As  1  now  underftand  the  meaning 
of  the  right  honourable  member  (vColonel 
Barre)  in  the  former  queftions  to  be,  whe- 
"  ther  I  fhould  have  taken  upon  me  tofuper- 
cede  the  King^s  orders,  fuppofing  I  knew  of 
any  unfur mount  able  difficulties  in  the  way, 
fuch  as  that  I  had  information  of  twenty 
thoufand  men  at  Ticonderago  before  Ge- 
neral Burgoyne  left  the  province  of  Ca- 
' '  nada,  I  fhould  have  told  General  Burgoyne 
*'  my  information,  or  if  I  was  to  proceed 
*«  myfelf,  I  fliould  think  myfelf  hound  to  ad- 
vance towards  Albany  in  obedience  to  my 
inftrudtions,  be  the  event  what  it  might, 
"  {o  far  as  there  remained  the  mojl  dijiant 
*'  pi'ofpe6t  of  fuccefs  or  co-operation  *. 

One  favourite  objedl  of  this  Pamphleteer  is^ 
I  perceive,  the  heaping  the  moft  Ihameful  and 
unqualified  abufe  upon  that  very  gallant  and 
able  officer  Sir  William  Howe.  The  lan- 
guage he  conveys  it  in,  is  fuch  as  could  only 
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fall  from   a  perfon  feemlngly   unacquainted 
with  the  r/g&t  end  of  Tifreiock, 

"  Poflefled,  fays  he,  of  the  common  'rou- 
tine of  military  knowledge,  he  feems  to  be 
capable  of  fecuring  from  defeat  fuch  troops 
as  he  led  agauift  fuch  an  enemy*'.*'     Here 
the  Engli(h  reader  will  probably  be  inclined  to 
believe,    that  this  ftrange  metamorphofis  of 
the  words  of  his  native  language,  cloathed  in 
a  foreign  idiom,  is  the  manufacture  of  a  Scotch 
luiiveriity,  or  is  meant  to  conceal  the  real  delign 
of  the  author,    under  expreflions  apparently 
ambiguous,     -juch  as    "A  routhie  of  military 
knowledge^  feems  to  have  been  capable  oifecur^ 
ing  from  defeat."     What    does    the    filthy 
dreamer  mean  ?  Does  he  reft  his  aflertion  on 
fails  ?  Has  Sir  William  Howe  obtained  no  vic" 
icry^  or  fecured  his  troops  only  from  defeat? 
Or  is  the  Pamphleteer  as  ignorant  of  the  Ame- 
rican war  as  of  the  King's  Speech,  or  that  of  the 
Biihop  of  Peterborough  ?  Was  the  attack  of 
Bunker's-Hill,    the  defeat  of  the  Rebels  at 
Long-Ifland ;  the  beating  back  the  Rebels  at 
the  Whltv" -Plains,    the  repuife  near  Bound- 
Brook,  and  the  vidories  at  the  Brandywine 
and  German  Town,    only    fo   many  iuftan- 
ces   of  his  fecuring  his  troops   from  defeat? 
Thus  does  our  Hiftorian  mould  his  conclu- 
fions  as  well  as   his  fa£ls  at  pleafure :    vic- 
tories, with   him,  amount   only  to  fecurities 
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from  defeat.  When  he  cannot  draw  conclu- 
llons  he  inf mutes  whatever  he  would  wifh  to 
imprefs  on  his  readers,  and  when  thefe  two 
favorite  weapons  fall  out  of  his  hand,  or  can- 
not be  employed  to  any  effedual  purpofe,  he 
Jiies  to  the  Jorlom  bopCy  a  round  bare  faced  un- 
qualified falfhood. 

But  however  difgufling  the  tafk  may  be  I 
have  undertaken,  it  is  neceflary  that  I  fhould 
purfue  this  writer  through  all  his  windings  and 
turnings. 

In  the  fame  paragraph -f*,  he/uppqfes,  though 
he  argues  upon  it  as  a  fad  proved  according  to 
all  the  formalities  of  legal  evidence,  that  Sir 
William  Howe,  "  Senfible  of  his  incapacity 
"  in  the  great  requifites  of  a  general,  chole 
*'  to  prevent  any  revcrfe  of  fortune  by  retiring 
♦'  from  the  command  of  the  army.  His  re- 
*'  treat  was  afcribed  to  his  having  /ofi  the 
f  confidence  of  men  in  power;  the  facfl 
*'  might  be  true,  but  it  was  not  fufiicient  to 
*'  fatisfy  the  people." 

The  fa£l  was  true,  that  he  had  loft  the 
confidence  of  men  in  power.  Lord  Ger- 
maine  acknowledged  J  it  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  in  debate,  and  there  was  not  a 
perfon  of  any  information  in  London  or  New 
York,  who  did  not  know  that  the  noble  lord 
laft  mentioned,  began   to  cabal  and  intrigue 

+  Page  12. 

"I:  Vide  Lord  George  Gcrmaine*s  fpcvxh  on  Col.  Bane's 

jmotlori,  May  3,  • 
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againft  the  general  with  the  American  re- 
fugees, and  Ibme  officers  who  returned  from 
New- York,  whofe  names  I  forbear  tc  men- 
tion,  fo  early  as  the  fpring,  1 777.  Yet  our  Au- 
thor has  the  modefty  to  tell  his  readers,  that  he 
was  received  with  kindnefs  by  his  Sovereign^ 
and  attention  by  the  Miniflry,  One  word 
more  only  was  wanting,  which  would  have 
rendered  this  paflage  intelligible.  I  mean, 
adding  the  word  feemlng  kindnefs  and  atten- 
tion, &c.  but  I  prefume  he  declined  it  for 
the  fake  of  uniformity,  or  his  heart  revolted 
at  the  idea  of  ^ruth  in  any  form  or  on  any  oc- 
cafion. 

*•  He  perceived,  fays  our  Author,  that  he 
*'  was  vanifhing  faft  from  the  favour  of  the 
"  nation.  In  the  fpace  of  a  few  months  he 
*'  found  himfelf  of  as  little  account  in  the 
"  eftimation  of  the  public  as  any  of  his  own 
"  commilTaries,  and  to  cover  his  own  repu- 
tation he  clofed  eagerly  with  oppofition,  as 
they  promifed  him  their  hearty  affiftance 
in  a  parliamentary  enquiry  *. 
1  defy  any  of  the  dreamers,  whifflers,  and 
itinerant  cofFee-houfe  tools,  with  all  their 
dulnefs  and  impudence,  were  they  to  com- 
mence authors,  to  comprize  fo  much  non- 
fenfe  and  abfurdity  within  fo  narrow  a 
compafs. 

Within  the  fpace  of  a  few  lines,  he  has 
told  us,  "  That  Sir  William  Howe  might  have 
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loft  the  confidence  of  men  in  power,  but  that 
he  was  received  by  them  with  attention,  that 
the  nation  was  not  pleafed  with  his  fervices, 
though  he  was  vanifhnig  fiift  from  its  memory, 
and  was  become  of  as  Uttle  eftimation  as  one  of 
his  own  commiliaries ;  that  lenfible  of  his  own 
incapacity,,  he  clofed  eagerly  with  oppofition,  in 
order  to  have  his  condudi  enquired  into  and 
froofs  brought  before  Parliament,  that  the 
utmoft  pretenlion  of  ikill  in  his  profeffion, 
was  a  routine  of  military  knowledge,  whicli 
rendered  him  capable  q{  fecuring  his  troops 
from  defeat."  This  laft  quality,  though  not 
intended  as  a  compliment  by  the  bye,  is  fuch 
a  one,  as  neither  Marlborough,  Turenne,  nor 
Prince  Eugene  were  ever  entitled  to. 

But  now,  that  the  public  are  mafters  of 
this  gentleman's  reafoning  and  conjc<9:ures,  I 
truft  I  may  be  indulged  with  a  izvf  fadfs^ 
which  will  enable  the  nation  to  forip  a  true 
judgment  between  the  parties. 

The  plan  of  operations  by  the  Lakes  and 
Hudfbn's  River  wa^the  fecondary  objecl  of  the 
firft  intended  effedlive  campaign  in  America, 
that  of  1776.  A  fufficient  force  was  proniifed 
to  Sir  Guy  Carleton  to  open  the  campaign  early 
on  the  fide  of  Canada.  The  American  minifter 
b— .ke  his  word.  General  Phillips  was  fent 
out  with  a  train  of  artillery,  which  if  the  whole 
army  had  entirely  confifted  of  matrofles,  would 
have  been  hardly  numerous  enough  to  exe- 
cute that  part  of  the  fervice.     Boats  and  craft 

were 
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were  fent  from  hence  to  expedite  the  opera- 
tions of  the  army  byway  of  the  lakes,  which 
were  of  no  ufe,  as  neither  artificers  were  fent 
nor  inflru6lions  given  how  to  put  them  toge- 
ther, fo  as  to  be  rendered  of  any  fervice.  Sir 
Guy  Carleton,  too  weak  for  effedlive  opera- 
tions, after  the  expedition  had  put  the  nation 
to  a  mofl:  enormous  expence,  was  obliged  to 
return  to  Montreal,  abandon  the  expedition, 
and  leave  Crown  Point  unoccupied.  But  at- 
tend to  the  wifdom  of  the  Britifh  cabinet ; 
fuppofing  that  the  Canada  army  had  met  with 
fuccefs,  had  taken  Ticonderago,  and  reached 
Albany;  with  what  force  was  it  to  operate? 
With.  Sir  William  Howe  then  at  Hallifax, 
waiting  for  reinforcements  from  Great  Britain, 
with  the  Britifli  and  German  troops  then  on 
their  pajfage^  and  a  fleet  of  men  of  war  and 
frigates  no  more  than  mid-way  acrofs  the  At- 
lantic. Blunders  are  fometimes  fortunate ; 
they  are  often  productive  of  efcapes,  as  well  as 
defeats 'j  for  had  Sir  Guy  Carleton  attacked 
Ticonderago  and  taken  it,  and  afterwards  pe- 
netrated into  the  enemies  country,  he  would 
moft  probably  have  met  with  the  fate  of  General 
Burgoyne. 

Let  us  now  turn  to  the  other  obje6l,  and 
the  principal  one,  that  of  landing  at  New 
York,  taking  pofleflion  of  that  and  the  other 
iflands  in  its  vicinity,  and  fending  a  force  up 
the  North  River,  to  co-operate  with  Sir  Guy 
Carleton. 
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Sir  William  Howe  is  defired  to  evacuate* 
Bofton,  where  he  had  been  cooped  up  for  fe- 
veral  months,  and  if  he  thought  his  force  not 
equal  to  the  fubduing  of  New- York,  he  is 
defired  to  repair  to  Hallifax,  until  he  fhould 
be  in  force  to  attack  the  middle  colonies,  and 
favour  the  operations  on  the  fide  of  Canada. 
He  waits  at  Hallifax,  till  goaded  by  difap- 
pointment  and  delay,  he  proceeds  to  Staten 
Ifland,  where  he  arrived  on  the  29th  of  June. 
The  delay  at  Hallifax  is  here  continued  ;  his 
brother,  he  was  informed,  was  to  leave  Eng- 
land early  in  March.  None  of  the  reinforce- 
ments of  which  his  grand  army  was  to  be 
chiefly  conftituted  had  yet  arrived;  nor  was 
there  the  leaft  account  of  them.  He  has  no 
opportunity  of  hearing  from  general  Carleton, 
nor  if  he  had,  could  it  have  anfwered  any 
purpofe,  but  to  add  to  his  vexation,  difap- 
pointment  and  chagrin.  He  had  the  fuUeft 
aflurance  from  lord  George  Germaine,  that 
he  would  enable  him  to  take  the  field  in  the 
month  oiMay^  or  beginning  oi  June.  How  was 
this  promifc  performed  ?  The  general,  in  anxi- 
ous and  momentary  expectation  that  Commo- 
dore Hotham  with  the  firfl  embarkation  of 
troops  would  arrive,  that  he  might  be  enabled 
to  take  the  field,  found  himfelf  mofl  cruelly 
difappointed.     The  commodore  did  not  make 


»  "•»  . 


*  Vide  the  letters  from  Lord  George  Germaine;  his  Ma- 
jefty*8  approbation  of  that  meafure,  and  his  lordfliip*s  par- 
tic'iiUr  fentinjents  thereon,  in  the  cabinet  correfpondence. 
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iiis  appearance  till  the  month  of  Auguli 
was  confiderably  advanced.  The  American 
minifter  forgot  that  camp  equipage,  fuch  as 
t«nts,  kettles,  &c.  formed  any  part  of  the 
necelTaries  of  an  army,  in  the  progrefs  of  a 
campaign,  which  muft  from  its  nature,  va- 
rious objei^s,  and  very  extenfive  operations, 
be  pnfhed  in  a  very  fevere  and  boifterous 
climate,  far  in  the  winter.  As  foon  as  the 
troops  were  a  little  refrefhed  from  the  fatigues 
of  a  tedious  and  difagreeable  voyage  of  up* 
wards  of  3000  miles,  the  proper  dilpofitions 
were  made,  and  meafures  taken  to  commence 
hoftilities,  and  the  troops  landed  on  Long 
Ifland,  on  the  2 2d  of  Auguft,  little  more  than 
three  weeks  before  the  commander  in  chief 
would  have  thought  it  his  duty,  but  for  the 
^ameful  difappointments  and  delays  now  enu- 
merated, to  give  orders  to  the  proper  officers 
to  provide  winter  quarters, 

I  Ihall  not  pretend  to  enunaerate  the  almoft 
infurmountable  difficulties  the  general  had  to 
contend  with.  I  do  not  mean  infurmountable 
upon  any  other  account  but  a  want  of  time. 
His  fkill,  valour  and  perfeverance,  the  almoft 
certain  fore-runners  of  fuccefs,  fupplied  every 
want,  and  counterbalanced  difappointments 
from  time^  which  would  have  been  enough  to 
break  the  fpirit,  and  deprefs  and  diftradl  any 
other  man.  I  ffiall  not  enter  into  the  parti- 
culars of  the  campaign,  becaufe  the  petty 
cavils,  inHdious  iniinuations,  and   the  male- 
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volent  ill-founded  cenfures  thrown  upon  his 
military  condudl,  will  be  beft  refuted  in  ano- 
ther place ;  I  mean,  when  I  come  to  obferve 
on  the  ajfajjinate  Gv\diQ\\QQ  fabricated  in  London^ 
in  order  to  rob  him  of  his  perfonal  honour 
and  profeffional  reputation. 

Such  was  the  cabinet  plan  of  1776,  and 
fuch  the  execution  of  it,  fo  far  as  it  depended 
on  the  alTurances  and  good  faith  of  minifters. 
From  the  22d  of  Oftober,  1775,  to  the  26th 
of  March,  the  general  never  received  a  fcrap 
of  paper  from  either  Lord  Dartmouth  or  Lord 
George  Germaine ;  nay,  fo  late  as  the  21ft  of 
the  latter  month,  his  difpatch  was  addreffed  to 
tliQ former;  and  if  fortune  had  not  particu- 
larly favoured  him,  he  and  his  whole  army 
might  have  been  reduced  by  famine,  or 
be  compelled  to  engage  an  enemy,  ftrongly 
pofted  and  entrenched,  w^ith  almolt  a  certain 
profpe£l  of  ruin  and  defeat.  Compelled 
to  fly  from  Bofton,  having  but  a  very  few 
days  provifions  in  ftore,  he  waits  to  no  efFedb 
for  the  promifed  fuccours  from  England, 
tor  fix  tedious  weeks,  and  then  repairs  to 
Staten  Ifland,  where  five  weeks  more  are  ne- 
ceflarily  wafted,  in  the  fame  manner,  before 
part  of  the  troops  only  arrive  from  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  even  then,  finds  himfelf  compelled  to 
commence  operations  with  a  force  by  no  means 
adequate  to  the  feveral  great  objedls  of  his  com- 
mand ;  fo  that  he  was  left  to  his  fate,  no  mat- 
ter 
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ter  whether  he  met  it  from  famuie  or  the 
fword,  in  Bofton  for  nine  months^  without  ftores, 
provilious,  reinforcements,  or  fo  much  as  a 
lingle  office-letter  for  his  government;  and 
after,  what  in  the  opinion  of  men  of  the  firft 
character  for  military  knowledge,  was  deemed 
a  miraculous  efcape^  he  is  committed  to  the 
mercy  of  the  elements,  to  buffet  and  be  buffeted 
by  the  waves  from  Bofton  to  Nantaiket  Road, 
from  Nantafket  to  Hallifax,  and  from  Halli- 
fax  to  Staten  Ifland,  for  almoft  four  months, 
without  having  one  of  the  pompous  promifes 
of  the  American  fecretary  fulfilled.  Not  a 
man,  not  a  tranfport,  nor  a  ftore  fhip ;  not  a 
Briton  or  a  Gernqan,  or  a  (hip  of  the  line, 
had,  during  this  anxious  and  critical  period, 
made  their  appearance ;  every  one  of  which 
Lord  George  Germaine  repeatedly  promifecj 
fhculd  have  been  with  tlic  general  in  time,  to 
enable  him  to  open  the  grand  campaign  in  the 
month  of  M — ^y,  or  in  the  beginning  of  June. 

Having,  in  the  courfe  of  the  review  of  the 
campaign,  1776,  made  many  ajfertions^  and 
Jiated  a  variety  of  interefting  fadts^  and  having 
no  right  as  an  anonymous  writer  to  expe£l,  that 
either  one  or  the  other  can  be  entitled  to  any 
degree  of  credit,  farther  than  fuch  of  them 
as  command  belief  ifrom  their  notoriety,  or 
have  never  been  controverted,  or  come  authen- 
ticated by  proofs,  I  look  upon  myfelf  bound 
to  endeavour  to  ftamp  them  with  the  feal  of 
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official  authority,  as  they  He  iti  Lord  George 
Germaine's  correfpondence,  delivered  by  his 
private  fecretary  (Mr.  De  Grey)  in  at  the 
table  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  as  a  corred: 
and  faithful  copy. 

Sir  William  Howe  condemns  the  expedition 
to  the  fouthward  to  Cape  Fear  and  South 
Carolina ;  obferves  that  the  plan  was  not  com- 
municated to  him,  and  adds  that  the  means 
by  which  he  obtained  any  intimation  of  it, 
was  by  private  letters  received  at  Boflon.  He 
predicts  its  bad  fuccefs.* 

"  The  drains  drawn  to  the  fouthward  of 
*'  Quebec  and  Hallifax,  will  reduce  the  ex- 
•*  pe6led  ftrength  for  the  campaign  fo  confi- 
*^  derably,  that  if  a  refpedbable  force  does  not 
**  arrive  early  in  the  fpring,  another  defenfivc 
<*  campaign,  I  conclude^  will  be  the  confe- 
*'  quence.  The  ill  confequences  that  muft 
**  arife  from  another  defenfive  campaign,  are 
*'  not  to  be  pointed  out  to  your  lordfllrp  f." 

"  I  beg  leave  to  remark,  the  laft  commands 
*'  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  from  your 
**  lordihip  are  dated  the  2  2d  of  O£l:ober  J." 

State  of  provifions  in  Boflon  on  the  4tn  of 
March.  Beef  and  pork  17  days,  flour  63 
days,  bread  16  days,  butter  and  cheefc  12 
days. 


m\ 


♦  Letter  to  the  fecrctary  of  fiatc,  dated  from  BodfEon', 
j6th  January,  1776,  f  Ibid. 

X  His  letter  to  the  faine,  dated  21ft  March,  1776. 

The 
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The  troops  remained  afterwards  ii  days, 
namely,  to  the  I'^h,  The  tranlport  tonnage 
for  the  removal  of  the  troopsy  was  no  more 
than  22,000,  inftead  of  what  was  neceffary, 
which  was  31,000  tons*.  ■     '    ' 

Lord  George  Germoine.  *•  I  fhall  enablte  you 
to  take  the  field  wich.  an  army  of  20^000 


men. 


«c 


The  additional  quantity  of  tonnage  of  Ship- 
ping, which  you  filiate  to  be  wanting  lor  the 
entire  evacuation  af  Boflon,  is  very  large  5  biit 
it  will  be  in  a  great  meafure,  if  not  altogerher, 
fupplied  by  the^orej^/ps  already  gone  9ut  f, 

*'  As  to  the  lupply  of  provifi©ns>  &g.  ftated 
in  the  returns,  thai  belongs  to  the  treafury  f. 

"  Independent  of  the  efix^rts  we  ihall;  make 
early  to  relieve  Quebec,  I  hope  that  by  the 
firji  of  March,  we  (hall  be  able  to  fend  ge- 
neral Carleton  1 0,000  men  §." 

Sir  William  Howe.  "  If  the  fuccours  db  not 
arrive  in  time  from  Europe,  it  is  moil  likehy 
that  the  rebels  will  have  recourfe  to  flrong 
entrenched  fituations,  in  order  toj^/Vi  cut  the 
campaign,  if  pofKble,  without  expofing  them- 
felves  to  any  decifive  iktokt  ||. 

r  ,  *        '  • 

*  His  Lordfliip's  leUer  ta  Sir  William  Howe^  x&Nor. 

■f^  Ibid.  5th  Jamiary,  i776»  %  Ibid» 

§  Ibid.  It  His  ktter,  April  a5th,  1776. 
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'  "  I  ire/Me  v/henl  think  ofompre/eTji/iafe  of 
**  provifions,  having  now  meat  for  no  more 
^*  than  thirteen  days,  with  the  poffibility  of 
*^  fuppi.es  not  arriving  *.  r 

**  A  private  trader  from  Waterford  arrived 
"  this  morning,  with  as  much  beef  and  pork 
**  as  will  fupply  the  army  Jix  days  f ." 

Lord  Germaine.  "  We  ihould  endeavour 
5^  as  early  as  poflible,  to  have  a  force  in  Ca- 
**  nada  ready  to  commence  its  operations  as 
**  foon  as  the  feafon  will  permit  |. 

"  The  effedt  of  thefe  orders  will  be,  that 
<*  .the  troops  will  join  you,  fo  that  you  may 
*«  be  able  to  open  the  campaign  in  the  Month 

of  May,    or   beginning  of  the   month   of 

June^, 

*'  There  is  good  ground  to  hope  that  the 

army  (from  Canada)  will  be  able  to  advance 

into  the  other  colonies  by  the  paShg'?  of  the 
**  lakes;  and  accordingly  every  proper  prepa- 
"  ration  has  been  made  here  that  can  give  fa- 
*'  cility  to  fuch  a  plan  ||."    ^     ♦  .    *  •    r 

Sir  William  Howe.  "  I  have  fufFered  the 
.**  mojl  fenfhle  morliJicatiQns  by  being  kept^ 
"  long  at  this  place,  but  the  late  arrivals  gf 
*<  the  provifion  (hips,  have  made  an  earlier 
'^  removal  impracticable  '^*. 
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*  T!*.s  letter  of  the  7th  of  May,  1776;  •(•  Ihid. 

t  tiis  Lordlhip's  letter,  Feb.  7*-  §  Ibid. 

I)  His  Lordfliip's  letter  of  the  28th  March, 
His  letter  of  the  yth  of  June. 
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•  Sir  ff^illiam  Howe  (in  his  letter  of  the  8th 
of  July  from  Staten  Iflahd)  tells  Lord  Ger- 
main :  "  I  wait  here  the  arrival  of  the  Eng- 
"  lifh  fleet,  or  the  arrival  of  General  Clinton. 
I  beg  leave  to  reprefent  to  your  lordfliip, 
the  want  of  camp  equipage  at  this  time, 
which  may  continue  during  this  rebellion; 
unlefs  fent  the  year  before  it  is  to  be  ufed, 
alfo  the  neceffity  of  an  ^^r/^fupply  of  wool- 
lens, linen,  and  fhoes." 
Lord  George  Germaine,  "  Your  not  having 
received  lupplies,  would  have  been  f— 1 
but  for  the  ftep  you  very  prudently  took 
of  withdrawing  from  the  town  of  Boflon  i 
"  which,  under  the  circumftances  vou  have 
"  ftated,  is  a  meafurc  very  much  approved  of 
"  by  the  king,  and  in  the  execution  of  which 
you  have  given  the  fulleft  proof  of  his 
majefty's  wifdom,  and  difcernment  in  the 
choice  of  fo  able  and  brave  an  officer  to 
*'  command  in  America.  The  king  had  en- 
"  tertained  a  well  grounded  hope,  that  an 
early  and  effedlual  impreflion  would  have 
been  made  either  in  New-England  or  New- 
York,  and  that  the  fupplies  which  had 
been  fent  out,  would  have  enabled  you  to 
"  have  maintained  yourfelf  at  Bofton,  till  z 
a  force  was  colledied  adequate  to  fome  decir 
five  blow.  T\iQ  failure  of  thofe  fupplies 
is  a  very  unfortunate  event  \, 
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f  Lord  George  Germaine's  letter,  3d  May,  1776. 
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Sir  Willkm  Howe,  "  Yom*  lordflaap  will 
**  obferve  by  the  tetiamis,  that  we  are  in  force 
**  fulfficient  to  enter  upon  ofFenfive  operatioi%s, 
*'  but  I  am  detained  for  the  want  of  camp 
*<  equipage,  particularly  kctiJ^s  and  cantines^  fo 
**  eflential  in  the  field,  and  without  which 
**  too  much  is  to  be  apprekended  on  the  Ibore 
«  ofhealth." 

*'  On  the  i  5'th,  the  two  fleets  under  convoy 
**  of  Commodore  Hotham  and  the  Repulfc, 
**  arrived  off  this  harbour.  The  camp  equi- 
•*  page  is  alfo  come^  and  no  tune  wiU  be  loft 
•*  in  proceecting  on  the  operations  of  the  cam- 
<*  paign  *!-*'* 

Here  cammcnces  an  accouiot  of  the  mili- 
tary operations,  with  the  landing  of  the  troops 
on  Long-lflaod,  which  may  be  fummed  up 
in  almoft  a  fingle  iine*  That  idiead  of  tak- 
kkg  the  field  m  the  lalter  ood  of  May,  or  the 
beginning  of  June,  the  operations  werede- 
layed  full  three  months,  through  the  ne^edl 
or  incapacity  of  mmifters:;  rfiat  dudtng  thofe 
three  months  the  rebels  had  an  ctpperrtunity 
of  augmenting  and  difcipHudiOg  tbor  troops, 
raifing  defences,  co27f£riu£ting  batteries,  2cc. 
hf  which  xibeans  the  refifiarwe  ihty  made  was 
much  more  formidable  and  vigorous;  £hat 
after  tbey  had  been  xepeatedJy  drojv^  out  of 

t  sir  V7illiam  Howre's  iett<>r,  4ftted  Sutfic  lAand,  Auguft 
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their  ftrong  hcids,  native  pofts,  and  com- 
manding fituations,  the  days  became  {o  ihort, 
the  cUmate  lb  fevcre,  and  the  weather  {o  ex- 
tremely unfavourable  to  operations  in  the  lield, 
together  with  the  inceiiant  fatigues  of  night 
as  well  as  dLiy-fervice  in  an  enemy's  country, 
bad  roads,  land  floods,  woods,  morafles  and 
defiles,  formed  fuch  a  concurrence  of  caules, 
and  created  fuch  uncommon  difHculties,  that 
every  profpedt  of  fuccefs,  I  mean  of  decifive 
fuccefs,  was  iojl  for  ever  to  this  country.  The 
campaign  within  land,  I  mean  beyond  York- 
Ifland,  did  not  properly  commence  till  the 
month  of  October,  inftead  of  commencing 
early  in  July.  The  refiftance  was  conlequenty 
much  greater,  the  imprejjions  lefs  decifive.  The 
Britilh  cabinet,  it  was  therefore  evident,  by 
their  ignorance  or  want  of  ui  ion,  or  fome  other 
caufe  as  yet  unrevealed,  more  effidluallyy^r- 
ved  our  rebellious  colonies  in  America,  than 
in  the  fammer,  1776,  it  was  in  the  power 
of  not  only  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  but  that 
of  all  Europe  united  to  accomplifh. 

1  have  treated  this  part  of  my  fubjedl  more 
in  detail  than  the  general  fcheme  of  thefe  ob- 
fervations  mav  feem  to  demand ;  but  I  was 
induced  to  do  it  for  the  following  reafons : 
firft,  becaufe  I  never  yet  heard  the  real  caules 
of  the  mifcarriage  of  the  American  war 
properly  ftated  within  or  without  doors.  The 
tirfl  ftagcs  of  this  fatal  bufniefs,  were  con- 
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du£led  in  a  languid  irrefolute  manner.  Loud 
empty  threats,  feminine  refentments,  lofty 
founds,  and  unmeaning  expreffions,  were  the 
leadhig  features  which  marked  this  monfter 
of  mo — ck  defpotifm,  miniflerial  pufiUanimity, 
and  radical  weaknefs. 

While  we  were  profcribing  the  lives  and^or- 
lunes  of  three  millions  of  people,  we  committed 
the  honour,  dignity,  and  moft  eflential  in- 
terefts  of  the  Britifh  empire  to  the  protection 
of  an  handful  of  undifciplined  troops.  After 
the  two  bruflies  at  Lexington  and  Bunkcr's- 
Hill,  where,  if  our  troops  and  generals  '*  were 
"  not  difgraced  they  gained  no  laurels,"  we 
fell  a  curfuig  like  a  very  drab.  Addrefles  to 
the  throne  from  parliament,  declaring  our 
then  fubjedts  in  rebellion,  and  denouncing  the 
moll:  exemplary  chaftifement,  were  the  firfl 
obje£ls  of  terror  held  out  to  induce  the  colo- 
nies to  fubmit,  not  to  an  arbitration  of  their 
rights  upon  the  folid  foundation  of  the  Britifli 
conftitution,  but  upon  pre/cribed  terms  ofi/«- 
conditional  fubmiflion.  An  adl  of  the  legifla- 
ture,  avowing  this  do£lrine  in  its  fulleft  and 
moft  unqualified  extent,  flill  ftands  unrepealed 
upon  our  ftatute  books.  The  lame  language 
was  re-echoed  from  almoft  every  corner  of  the 
united  kingdom.  Seventy  tkoufand  men  were 
voted  upon  paper  to  enforce  thofe  dodlrines  of 
policy  and  legiflation.  I  fpeak  here  ad  homi- 
mm  to  the  men  who  maintained  thole  doc- 
trines 
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trines  in  argument,  in  cabinet,  and  parlia- 
ment, on  the  juftice  of  which  I  do  not  deem 
myfelf  bound  to  give  an  opinion ;  meaning- 
no  more  than  to  point  out  the  dired:  repug- 
nancy between  their  condu5i  and  profeffions, 
Minifters  declare  the  colonifts  rebels ;  they 
fhut  up  their  ports  and  profcribe  their  trade, 
commerce,  and  property ;  they  refule  fo 
much  as  to  hear  of  any  conceffion  whatever, 
fhort  of  laying  down  their  arms  and  fubmit- 
ting ;  notwithflanding  which  they  neglected 
to  take  a  fingle  effedllve  ftep,  eitiier  to  lupprefs 
the  rebellion,  oxftipport  and  protect  the  few 
troops  they  had  at  Bofton,  for  upwards  of 
twelve  months. 

The  adion  at  Bunker's-Hill,  happened  on 
the  17th  of  June,  and  unlefs  x\\t  Jkekton  of  a 
few  regiments,  and  a  detachment  of  marines 
the  whole  not  amounting  to  4000  men  ;  I  do 
not  recoUedt  that  any  reinforcement,  however 
trifling,  reached  the  army  under  Sir  William 
Howe  till  the  month  of  July  following,  a  pe- 
riod of  full  eleven  months.  But  from  the 
latter  eiKl  ofAuguft,  1775,  to  the  month  of 
July,  not  a  fingle  man. 

It  is  not  only  on  account  of  being  dilatory 
and  negletlful  that  minifters  are  deferving  of 
cenfure,  but  it  is  that  they  had  no  plan.  It  was 
that  circumftance  chiefly  which  proclaimed 
their  total  incapacity,  I  mean,  after  the  war 
had  been  determined  on,  the  men  voted,  the 
.  I  2  prohibitory 
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prohibitory  law  pafled,  aiicl  treaties  for  the 
levy  of  a  confiderable  number  of  Germans 
finally  agreed  upon  and  ratltied  by  the  con- 
tradiig  parties. 

Were  it  worth  while,  I  could  give  numer- 
ous inilances  to  prove  the  truth  of  this  afler- 
tion.  Sir  Guy  Carltton  was  delired  to  march, 
he  knew  not  whither^  nor  for  what  poffible 
purpofe.  Imprelfions  were  to  be  jnade  on  the 
Ibuthern  provinces,  particularly  on  Vi/ginia 
and  South  Carolina.  A  few  fickly  non  effec- 
tive regiments,  more  than  one  half  compofed 
of  raw  retTuits,  with  the  aid  of  the  neigh- 
bouring Indians  and  (laves  witiiin  thofe  pro- 
vinces, were  to  enaft  wonders.  One  time  the 
/^/z/,'2^  of  Rhode  Ifland  was  the  fovourite  oh- 
je£t ;  the  next  difpatch  recommended  New 
York,  or  the  coaft  •  of  New  England.  Opera- 
tions u — p  a — d  down  the  Nortli,  or  Hudfon's 
River,  was  a  theme  minifters  frequently  in- 
dulged themfclvcs  with  rapture  on.  In  ihort, 
there  was  fcarccly  a  river,  bay,  or  creek,  from 
Penfacola  to  Hallifax,  wiiich  did  not  at  diffe- 
rent times  prefent  to  them  the  means  of  inva- 
fion,  incurfion,  and  ultimate  conqueft.  But  the 
word  of  this  ridiculous  levity,  abfurdity  and 
contradidlion  was,  that  as  they  had  no  plan 
of  their  own,  neither  would  they  permit 
others  to  help  them  to  one.  They  avoided  care- 
fully all  communication  with  profefiional  men 
at  homey  and  they  v*cre  determined,  that  the 
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perron  whom  they  thought  proper  to  employ 
fhould  have  n — o  w — ill  of  his  own,  not  even 
the  very  power  and  patronage  ulually  an- 
nexed to  his  command.  There  is  fcarcely 
one  letter  in  the  whole  corrclpondence,  which 
does  not  exhihit  the  ftrongeft  indications,  that 
the  nominal  commander  in  chief,  a6:ed  as  a 
kind  of  adjutant  general  to  a  military  con- 
vention afl'emhled  in  cabinet. 

More  than  one  half  of  the  mlnifterial  part 
of  the  correfpondence  is  entirely  taken  up 
with  the  diftribution  of  the  regiments,  batal- 
lions,  and  corps  ;  nay,  even  companies  ;  the 
ranks  and  gradations  of  fubaltern  officers  ;  in 
fine,  t.\\\%  Jearching  adiive  Ipirit  oi  military  ar- 
rangement, pervades  the  whole  of  the  difpatches, 

and    rel ieves  the  commander   in   chief, 

of  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  and  of  courfe  of  a 
great  deal  of  influence  and  authority  ;  for  it 
ihikcs  me,  though  no  military  man,  that 
when  rank  and  preferment  can  be  obtained 
only  through  another  channel,  and  not 
through  that  of  the  commander  in  chief, 
that  thofe  qualifications,  whether  perfonal  or 
profeflional,  will  be  ftudioufly  cultivated,  that 
lead  more  di redly  and  with  greateft  certainty, 
to  military  diJlinBiom  and  rewards. 

After  this  long  difcuffion,  of,  I  muft  con- 
fefs,  a  very  complex  and  intricate  fubje<51:, 
which  I  have  endeavoured  to  (implify,  fo  far 
as  it  is  conneded  with  the  defign  of  thefe  ob- 
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fervations,  I  return  once  more  to  faliite  my 
able  aritagoniit,  the  worthy  parliamentary 
hiftorian. 

1  think  I  left  him  in  the  adl  of  abufing  the 
fantoms  of  the  cabinet,  for  daring  to  place  a 
man  obnoxious  to  the  junto,  at  the  head  of  the 
weftern  fquadron.  Our  author  is  now  and 
then,  in  the  language  of  the  bench,  well  enough. 
He  is  not  in  earneft,  he  and  1  are  equally  per- 
lliaded  that  Admiral  Keppel  was  known  to  be  a 
whig,  and  is  reprefented  as  a  man  of  oppojing 
principles ;  but  what  of  that  ?  I  venture  to 
guefs  that  Lord  Sandwich  and  his  ibvereign 
lords  the  junto,  might  have y^/i?^/^^  him  for  the 
command,  upon  that  very  account.  This 
conduct  mig — ht  have  its  foundation  in  liberal 
fentiments.  I  deny  that;  though  I  heartily 
coincide  with  the  other  part  of  the  fentence, 
that  *'  It  has  operated  like  weaknefs,"  and 
for  tJoh  reafon,  that  cunning  men  are  Jhort 
lighted,  and  feldom  fee  further  than  the 
next  turning  of  their  crooked  policy.  Ad- 
miral Keppel,  though  put  on  the  forlorn 
hope,  efcaped  with  his  life,  and  what  was  in- 
finitely dearer  to  him  than  life,  his  honour. 
Perhaps  Lord  Sandwich,  as  well  as  his  maf- 
ters,  imagined,  that  the  events  of  war  are 
uncertain,  and  playing  the  double  game  is 
always  the  fureft.  For  inftance,  his  lord- 
fhip's  employers  might  have  imagined,  if 
any  difafter  had  befallen  the  weftern  fquadron, 
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that  while  they  enfured  impunity  to  themfelves, 
they  would  have  the  pleafure  of  roafiing  a 
whig  admiral,  and  a  man  of  oppodng  prin- 
ciples. 

After,  I  prefume,  deep  ftudy  and  great  atten- 
tion having  penetrated  theabyfs  of  things,  and 
difcovered  "  that  few  officers  are  fuch  fturdy 
morahfts,  as  to  exclude  political  prejudices 
from  the  line  of  their  duty,"  the  meaning  of 
which  I  am  at  a  lofs  even  to  guefs  at.  Our  au- 
thor takes  up  the  proper  line  of  his  own  duty, 
that  is,  not  being  fo  flurdy  a  moralift,  as  to 
admit  political  prejudices,  unlefs  they  promife 
to  advance  his  caufe,  he  therefore  gives  a  pretty 
biographical  hiftorical  narrative  of  the  grand 
fleet,  and  its  operations.  Mr.  Keppei,  he  fays, 
met  the  enemy,  and  a  running  fight  rather  than 
an  engagement  enfued.  This  may  be  all  found 
logic  and  good  EngUlh  at  Aberdeen  or  St.  An- 
drews, but  I  doubt  its  ever  pailing  current  at 
this  fide  of  the  Tweed.  Two  fleets  meeting 
on  contrary  tacks  or  pajjing  each  other,  and 
fuftaining  a  conflict  of  full  three  hours,  may, 
for  aught  I  know,  be  a  very  proper  term  for 
fuch  a  mode  of  engaging  in  the  northern  part 
of  this  kingdom ;  but  1  believe  by  a  running 
fight,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Thames 
and  Medway,  is  underilood,  when  one  fleet 
or  army  is  retreating  or  fiy'uig  from  the  o- 
ther,  and  the  former  every  now  and  then, 
waiting  for  an  advantage,  makes  a  ftand,  and 
defends  itfelf  in  order  to  facilitate  its  efcape. 

But 


^:M 


7IVV 

•■ill  '  <i 


"■m 


q 


lit 


! 


(    64    ) 

But,  I  do  not  mean  to  differ  with  my  an- 
tagonift,  about  the  mere  mode  in  which  he 
has  thought  fit  to  exprels  himfelf.  Slovens  are 
often  men  of  talents  and  found  underftand- 
ing,  and  mens  abilities  are  not  to  be  judged 
of  by  their  habit  or  demeanour. 

I  Ihall  not  follow  our  author  in  his  hiftory  of 
the  rtfe  and  progrefs  of  the  difference  of  opini- 
on, between  Mr.  Keppel  and  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer, 
all  I  wi(h  to  fay  on  this  part  of  his  perform- 
ance is,  that  I  think  the  indignities  and  flights, 
the  ingratitude  of  friends,  and  the  perfecution 
of  foes,  were  nothing  in  comparilbn  to  the 
treatment  poor  Sir  Hugh  has  met  with  from 
xS\\%  TssQW^^  advocate.  He  obferves,  page  15, 
that  from  being  the  accufed,  he  became  the 
accufer^  and  this  flep  turned  the  fcale  of  opi- 
nion in  Mr.  Keppel's  favour. 

After  this  cruel^^^  aimed  at  2i  fallen  man  ; 
fallen  never  to  rife  again !  I  might  ftand  ex- 
cufed,  had  I  remained  totally  filent  on  the 
fubjed  ;  but  as  I  have  frequently  remarked  in 
the  courfe  of  thefe  obfervations,  when  our 
author  ever  attempts  to  deal  in  fa^  or  fpecifi- 
cation,  he  is  eternally  liable  to  fall  into  error. 
In  order  to  give  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  2iplaijier  for 
the  cruel  wound  which  he  had  jufl  before  in- 
flicted upon  him,  he  tells  ns. 

In  vain  had  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  declared  in 
the  moft  folemn  and  public  manner,  that  he 
had  not  communicated  his  defign  (of  accufing 
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Mr.  Keppel)  to  any  man.  In  vain  did  men 
in  office  affirm  on  the  faith  of  f^entlemen,  that 
they  knew  fiothing  of  the  accufation  till 
it  was  officially  delivered  to  the  admiralty ; 
but  no  credit  was  to  be  given  to  a  tory  admi- 
niftration  *.  Now  what  credit  gentlemen,  no 
matter  whether  whigs  or  tones  deferve,  who 
exprefsly  contraditt  themfelves,  refpedling  the 
fame  faA,  muft  be  left  to  the  general  under- 
flanding  of  mankind  •  for  I  can  affirm  upon 
oath,  were  it  necefl'ary,  that  I  heard  hord  Sand- 
wich ^/<?/««i^  affirm  on  the  faith  of  a  gentle^ 
man,  tliat  he  was  totally  unacquainted  with 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer's  intentions  of  acciifing  Mr. 
Keppel,  till  in  his  official  capacity  he  received 
the  accufation  at  the  Admiralty  Board  f  ;  and 
I  heard  the  fame  Lord  Sandwich  afterwards 
affirm  upon  the  fait/j  of  a  gentleman,  that  he 
advifed  Sir  Hugh  Pal  lifer  7iot  to  make  any 
charge  againft  his  Commander  in  Chief,  and 
flated  his  reafons  to  the  worthy  baronet  at 
the  time,  why  he  tliought  the  preferring  fuch 
an  accufation,  would  be  extremely  hurtful  and 
detrimental  to  the  fervice,  and  of  courfe  in- 
jurious to  the  nation  \, 

*  Page  16. 

•f  Vide  his  lordlhip's  fpeech  on  the  Bill  for  trying  Admi- 
ral Keppel  on  (bore,  in  anlwer  to  iome  ftrong  infinuations 
thiQwn  out  againft  him  by  the  Duke  of  R'chmond,  and 
Bolton,  and  Lord  Sheiburne,  on  the  i8th   c.  Dec.    1778. 

I  Vide  his  Tpeech  on  the  3d  of  April,  1779,  in  anfwer  to 
CUe  Duke  of  Richmond,  on  the  examinaiion  of  Mr.  Jack- 
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I  (hall  pafs  over  all  the  fcurrilities  and 
Billingfgate  oratory,  that  fill  the  fiwe  fucceed- 
ing  pages,  in  which  he  fuppofes,  that  fome 
of  the  firfl  perfons  in  the  kingdom  difguifed 
themfelves  as  porters,  and  entered  into  a  con- 
fp'tracy  with  the  tallow-chandlers  and  glaziers 
of  London  and  Weftminfter,  to  promote  their 
refpe£live  interefts,  a  confumption  of  candles, 
the  demolition  of  window  glafs,  and  the  over- 
throw of  the  minijiry !  1 1 

There  is  a  certain  ftandard  or  excellence 
of  ftile,  and  elegance  of  expreffion,  which 
every  writer  and  fpeaker  more  or  lefs  afFeds, 
and  which  for  diflin^ion  fake,  I  chufe  to  call 
technical.  The  old  proverb  fays,  **  a  flioe- 
maker  to  his  laft,  a  butcher  to  his  marrow- 
bones and  cleavers,  &c.'*  Even  the  knights 
of  the  pad  and  poft  are  not  Without  the 
terms  of  art,  and  aptnefs  of  exprellion, 
peculiar  to  their  vocation.  I  have  often 
wondered  at  that  untoward  propeniity  men 
have  to  treat  of  fubjedts  totally  foreign  to 
their  habits  and  pur/uits.  The  greateft  men 
have  fallen  into  this  unaccountable  error, 
whereof  I  have  fre(h  in  my  memory  many 
dead  and  living  examples.  Cardinal  Riche- 
lieu, though  one  of  the  moft  able  and  pro- 

fon,  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  refpcdting  the  mode 
of  conftituting  the  court,  and   fummoning  the  witneffes   '- 
who  were  to  try  and  give  evidence  on  the  Court  Martial 
on  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer, 

found 


(  67  ) 

found  ftatefmen  Europe  ever  beheld,  would 
needs  be  a  /over,  and  write  amorous  Epiftles, 
which  ferved  only  to  render  him  ridiculous. 
Lord  George  Germaine  thought  he  was 
formed  by  miiure  for  a  great  military  com- 
mander, and  by  knowledge  and  experience 
for  the  minifler  of  war  in  a  great  empire,  at 
a  moft  arduous  and  important  period,  where- 
on I  fhall  make  no  comment.  Lord  Stormont 
efleems  himfelf  a  great  prfcllcal  politician  : 
I  am  forry  he  did  Y\ot  Jludy  under  a  more  able 
and  fortunate  mafter :  and  our  author  infeded 
by  a  iimilar  diforder  or  happy  felf-compla- 
cency,  has  afpired  to  the  eminent  rank  of  a 
perfon  deeply  verfed,  and  ably  documented 
in  the  ragio  de  Jiato,  which  I  do  aver,  was  a 
very  great  miflake ;  not  but  I  am  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge that  every  man,  however  weak  his 
organs  of  perception  may  be,  has  his  forte  j 
fo  has  our  hiftorian :  Matriculated  early  in 
mobbifh  and  riotous  habits,  hovr  feelingly  does 
he  reprefent,  how  elegantly  does  he  dwell  5  and 
with  what  energy  Jlreet  eloquence  and  unri- 
valled ability  does  he  defcribe  the  riots  occa- 
fioned  by  the  acquittal  of  Mr.  Keppel. 

**  Smit  with  the  love  of  fiflers  art  he  came, 
And  met  congenial,  mingWng  Jlame  wlth^ame/** 

Genius  and  invention,  matured  by  habit 
and  a  perfedt  knowledge  of  the  fubjedt,  are,  in 
my  humble  opinion,  the  great  fubftantial  re- 
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quifites  of  a  great  author,  whether  in  verfe 
or  profe.  Our  hiftorian  feems  to  poflefs 
them  all  in  the  higheft  degree ;  there  is  an 
apparent  cogeniality  between  his  defcritthe 
talents,  and  his  invention-,  while  his  habits 
and  bent  of  mind  refledt,  as  it  were  a  peculiar 
beauty  and  ftrength  on  the  whole. 

As  this  may  be  deemed  a  great  concefTion 
from  an  avowed  antagonift,  I  have  thought 
proper  to  give  the  following  quotations  byway 
of  corollary : 

Speaking  of  the  riots  which  fucceeded  Mr. 
Keppel's  acquittal,  he  fays,  *'  That  men 
of  the  firft  families  in  this  country  (hould 
difguife  themfelves  like  porters,  to  force  illu- 
minations, by  breaking  windows,  is  a  cir- 
cumftance  which  throws  an  indelible  ftain 
upon  the  times,  as  well  as  the  party  \ ;  and 
again  :  that  in  the  hour  of  adfcitious  intoxi- 
cation and  boldnefs,  they  (men  of  the  Jirji 
families  in  this  country  difguifed  like  porters) 
attacked  the  feeble  and  old  among  the  men, 
and  terrified  into  fits  and  mifcarriages  feve- 
ral  women,  by  the  rude  barbarity  of  their 
behaviour.  However,  as  a  ^*«/?  retribution 
for  their  wanton  cruelties,  many  of  them 
fuffered  under  the  hands  (fifts)  and  cudgels  of 
the  injured;  and  feveral  were  carried  into 
round  houfes,  covered  with  ignominious  marks 
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(all  black  or  blue)  of  the  chaftifement,  they 
had  received."  *     ^od  erai  demonjirandum. 

This  defcription  of  the  bruijings  and  ken- 
nel-^//7/^^/^^j  of  thofe  midnight  rioters,  re- 
calls to  my  mind  two  beautiful  lines  of  Pope, 

Theie  well-fung  woes,  i\\7i\\footh  my  penfive  ghoft. 
He  bejl  can  paint  them,  who  IhaU/^^/them  mo^. 

But  to  return  to  fomething  more  grave  and 
appofite  to  the  fubjedt  of  thefe  obfervations, 
in  which  neither  habit,  great  gen'us,  or  the 
moft  extenfive  powers  of  invention  will  avail. 

Admiral  Keppel  and  his  friends  having 
been  pretty  well  purified  by  the  ordeal  of 
a  court  martial,  round-houfe  confinement, 
baftinadoes,  and  fifty-cufl?s,  are  prefented  to 
us  in  a  new  light,  under  the  appellation  of 
oppofition  f . 

**  Mr.  Fox  introduced  the  firft  of  a  long 
firing  of  motions,  which  he  owned  led  to 
an  addrefs  for  the  removal  of  the  firft  lord  of 
the  Admiralty.  In  fupport  of  the  motion  he 
alledged,  that  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of 
the  Admiralty  had  as  early  as  the  month  of 
November,  1777,  folemnly  pledged  himfelf 
his    official   capacity,    that   there    were 
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thirty-five  fhips  of  the  line  ready  for  fea  and 
fit  for  adual  fervice ;  that  there  were  not  fix 
ihips  of  the  line  fit  for  fea  in  the  following 


1*^ 
J. "» > 

Mi 

'  1  ■■; 
■ ''  .    .' 


-m 


viH:  n 


*  Page  18. 


t  Pagp  a  I. 


March, 


(    7®    )' 

March,  that  early  in  the  month  of  June, 
the  admiril  was  fcnt  to  cruize  on  the  coaft 
of  France  vvith  twenty  fhips  of  the  line  only; 
that  there  were  twenty-feven  fhips  of  the  line 
lying  in  Breft  water,  and  that  from  thefe 
fuppofed  fadls  he  deduced  this  conclufion, 
that  the  miniftry  who  had  led  the  nation  into 
fo  perilous  a  fituation,  ought  inftantly  to  be 
removed,  as  unequal  to  the  truft  committed 
to  their  charge. 

**  In  oppofition  to  thofe  aflertions  it  was 
prove'd  by  official  documents,  that  in  Novem" 
ber,  1777?  there  were  actually  thirty-five 
fhips  of  the  line  ready  for  fea,  that  in  the 
month  of  March,  1778,  fome  more  fliips 
were  in  a  flate  of  great  forwardnefs ;  that  the 
whole  number  fit  for  meeting  an  enemy  in 
the  month  of  June,  w^s  forty-Jour ;  thatv/hen 
Mr.  Keppel  failed,  there  were  but  feventeen 
fhips  in  the  Harbour  of  Breft,  and  that  upon 
the  whole,  the  board  of  admiralty  had  placed 
a  number  of  fhips  under  the  command  of 
admiral  Keppel,  even  to  the  fatisfadion  of 
the  admiral  himfelf ;  that  therefore,  as  the 
premifes  endeavoured  to  be  eftablifhed  by 
oppofition,  were  not  founded  in  fa6iy  their 
conclufions  muft  of  courfe  fall  to  the 
ground*.'* 

*  Vide  the  fpeech  of  Lord  Sandwich  in  the  courfe  of 
the  feveral  debates  on  the  addrefs,  and  Lord  Chatham's 
motions  in  the  months  of  November  and  December,  1777. 
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As  Mr.  Fox's  motion  of  the  3dof  Ma.ch, 
includes  the  whole  of  the  conteft  and  fub- 
je«5t  maiter,  whic-  came  into  difcuflion  as 
well  on  that  day  as  on  the  8th  and  i6th  of 
the  fame  month,  and  the  19th  of  Aprils 
and  has  equal  reference. to  the  fadts  and  ar- 
guments which  were  brought  forward  on 
Lord  Briftol's  motion  of  the  29th  of  April, 
for  the  adtual  and  immediate  removal  of  the 
firft  lord  of  the  admiralty,  I  Ihall  endeavour 
to  bring  the  whole  into  one  point  of  view  , 
within  as  narrrow  a  compafs  as  in  my  power. 

Our  hiftorian,  as  he  can  invent  at  will  and  , 
add  at  pleafure,  fo  it  is  pretty  evident  that 
he  is  equally  dextrous  at  mutilating  and 
fupprefling  when  it  anfwers  his  purpofe,  of 
which  the  following  examples  will  be  fuffi- 
cient. 

Mr.    Fox's    charge    founded  upon    Lord 
Sandwich's  fpeeches  in  the    winter   feifion, 
1777,    was    not   that    the    noble   lord    had 
pledged  himfelf,  &c,   that  there  were  thirty^ 
Jive  fhips  of  the  line  ready  for  fea  and  fit  for  , 
a£lual  fervice,    but  that   th^re  were  thirty- 
five  adlually  ready,    and  /even  more  in  fuch 
a  flate  of  fordwardnefs  and  preparation  as  to  : 
be  reidy  for  fea  in  a  few  days,  towards  the  , 
manning  of  which  the  fupernumeraries  aboard 
the  other  fhips  amounted  to  three  thoufand 
men,    and    the    complement  of  the  whole 
forty-two  was  deficient  but  3000  more,  which 
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dcficency  could  be  fupplied  by  an  embargo 
and  warm  prefs,  in  a  week  or  ten  days,  or 
2i  fortnight  2X  fart  he/l''^\  -      • 

Mr.  Fox's  aflertion  was  not  that  in  March, 
1778,  at  the  end  of  four  months,  when  Mr. 
Keppel  was  appointed  to  his  command,  that 
there  were  not  more  than  fix  fhips  out  of  the 
whole  number  fit  for  fervice.  On  the  con- 
trary, Mr.  Fox  acknowledged  that  there  were 
fourteen  (hips  in  different  ports  and  out  on 
different  cruizes ;  but  that  when  Mr.  Keppel 
went  down  to  PorJ:fi|^outh,  there  were  not 
coUeSfcd  there  more  th'ahyJiv  Ihips  "  fit  to  meet 
a  feamarii  eye-f." 

That  Mr.  Fox  did  fay,  that  early  in  the 
m.onth  of  June,  when  the  weftern  fquadron 
failed,  it  conlifled  but  of  twenty  fhips  of  the 
line,  though  there  were  at  that  time  twenty^ 
feven  lying  in  Brefl  Water,  I  allow;  nay 
more,  that  probably  the  other  five,  which 
failed  early  in  July,  were  likewife  there, 
though  there  was  no  proof  of  the  fa£t  before 
the  houfef. 

So  far  I  thought  it  necefTary  to  clear  my 
way,  becaufe  to  pals  judgment  it  is  as  necef- 
fary  to  be  acquainted  with  whatever  has  been 
really  averred  by  the  plaintiff,  as  what  has 

*  SceNotCi  P.  70. 

f  Vide  the  fpeeches  of  Mr.  Fox,  Admiral  Keppel,  Ad- 
miral Pigof^  Lord  Howe,  &c.  on  Mr.  Fox's  leveral  mo- 
tions, 3d,  8th,  and  18th  of  March;  19th  and  37th  of 
April  1779,  ^ /'#'»• 
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been  urged  in  extenuation  or  exprejjly  denied 
by  the  defendant  ^  an  omiflion  of  [even 
Jhips  oi  xKq  lily.:  is,  I  perceive,  nothing  in  the 
plaiftic  hand  of  our  Author,  who  finds  fads 
as  obedient  to  the  forms  he  would  wiih 
to  mould  them  into,  as  dough,  or  any 
of  thofe  modern  cements  invented  for  the 
ornamenting  the  fronts  of  our  houfes,  which 
anfwer  the  purpofes  of  a  fhort  lived  external 
fhow,  but  are  not  proof  againfl  the  ravages 
of  time  and  the  viciftitudes  of  weather. 

Upon  the  condud:  of  the  Admiralty  Board 
the  aflurances  the  leading  members  of  that 
board  gave  in  both  houfes  relative  to  its  flate 
of  preparation  and  adual  condition,  the  Navy 
was  in  before  Chriftmas,  1777;  adminiftra- 
tion  and  oppofition  are  at  iiTue;  and  as  an 
advocate  for  no  party,  but  as  a  fmcere  friend 
to  my  country,  I  delire  to  be  heard  fliortly  in 
reply.  I  fhall  ftate  nothing  but  fads  ;  I  Ihall 
rcafon  upon  none  but  fuch  as  are  fupported 
by  dired  proof,  or  are  founded  in  public 
notoriety;  nor  make  a  fingle  concluiion,  but 
what  thofe  fads  diredly  lead  to. 

Our  Hiftorian's  firft  aflertion  is,  that  it 
was  proved  from  official  docummts,  that  in 
November,  1777,  //3^^'^  w^r^  thirty  five  Ihips 
of  the  line  ready  for  fea.  If  this  had  been 
really  pro/ed,  it  would  amount  to  no  more 
than  evidf^nce  in  part,  that  is,  that  thirty-five 
©ut  of  fjrtjf'two,  flated  by  Lord  Sandwich, 
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were  really  ready  ii?  November.  But  the 
truth  is,  that  not  a  fcrap  of  official  paper, 
not  a  fingie  docunie?it  refpecling  the  effective 
ftrength  of  the  Britifh  navy  in  November, 
1777,  or  at  any  other  fubfequent  period  up 
to  this  inftant,  has  beert  laid  oh  the  table  of 
either  houfe  of  parliament  \  If  our  Author 
is  really  confcious,  or  pretends  to  believe  the 
verbal  aflurances  of  Lord  Sandwich  in  one 
houfe,  and  Lord  Mulgrave  in  the  other,  or 
the  unauthenticated  memorandums  takeri  out 
of  their  Lordfhips  refpe(5live  pockets  to 
anfv^rer  the  temporary  purpofes  of  debate, 
are  to  be  corifidered,  received  and  relied 
on  as  official  documentSy  I  pity  his  credulity, 
or  muft  hold  his  evafive  arts  in  deferved  con- 
tempt. If  fuch  evidence  were  to  fland  in 
'•Se  place  of  legal  proof,  no  culprit,  however 
iitfrocious  or  criminal,  could  ever  be  Convlded. 
The  culprit,  who  at  the  bar  infifts  on  his  in^ 
nocence,  becaufe  he  hcis  documents  in  his 
pofl'effion,  which  he  lays  woutd  prove  it, 
and  yet  declines  to  produce  them,  reding 
his  defence  upon  mere  ajfcrtion,  would  not 
Hand,  I  prefume,  in  a  very  favourable  light 
in  a  court  of  juftice*. 

*  Vide  the  feveral  motions  made  in  the  coiirfe  of  the 
feflions  1777-8,  and  1778-9,  by  the  Dukes  of  Richmond 
and  Bolton,  and  Lords  Effingham,  Briftol,  &c.  in  one 
houfe,  and  Mellicurs  Fox,  Barre,  Dunning,  and  Luttrell 
in  the  other,  every  one  of  which  wtre  loll  cither  by  a  di- 
rect negative,  ov  the  previous  queilion. 
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So  mucli  for  qjJiLial  documents,  and  the  cre- 
dit thole  deferve,  who  would  found  the  jufti- 
fication  of  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the 
admiralty  upon  fuch  loole  and  fandj  ground 
as  the  aflb ranees  of  men  who  were  not 
afhamed  to  contradidl  themfelves  daily,  and 
afterwards  dety  their  accufers  to  produce  proof. 

The  next  aliertion,  which  grows  out  of 
the  other,  is,  x\\?it  fome  more  fhips  were  ready 
in  the  month  of  March,  and  that  the  whole 
number  fit  for  meeting  an  enemy  in  June, 
wtrtjoriy-four. 

Oil  this  I  fhall  firft  obferve.  Lord  Sand- 
wicn  aflerted,  that  on  the  19th  of  November, 
1777,  there  were  and  would  be  ready  in  a 
week,  ten  days,  or  a  fortnight,  forty-two 
Ihips   of  the    line    ready    for    a(flual    for  vice. 

The  fuhiiling  of  this  nflurance,  hound  the 
noble  Lord  to  tae  completion  of  his  pron:iile 
at,  or  before  the  3d  of  December,  but  I  will 
not  dllpute  about  a  few  days.  I  will  allow 
his  Lordlhip  and  our  author,  his  Lordfhlp's 
echo  on  thn  occahon,  .^,nother  week  to  the  loth 
of  December.  What  then  is  the  obfervation, 
wliich  naturally  luggefts  itfelf  on  reading 
this  pafiage  ?  but  that  Lord  Sandvyich  pledged 
himlelf  to  the  luHile  of  lords,  that  he  would 
have  forty -two  Ihips  of  the  line  ready  to  pro- 
ceed to  fea  at  an  hour  or  a  day's  warning  on 
the  10th  of  December,  zw^  Y^X.\\\fi)c  months 
after,   namely,  on  the    loth  of  June,  when 
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Admiral  Keppel  failed  on  a  cruize  off  Ufliant, 
and  Admiral  Byron  rode  at  fingle  anchor  off 
Plymouth,  the  whole  naval  force,  including 
the  home  defence  as  well  as  tiie  fhips  that 
failed  in  the  interim,  did  not  amount,  accord- 
ing to  our  author's  own  account,  to  more  than 
forty-four'' , 

The  moff  anxious  exertions  and  unremit- 
ting eftoits  had  been  making  for  full  three 
months,  and  yet  no  greater  addition  had  been 
made  to  the  original  force  from  the  preced- 
ing November  than  two  Ihips.  If  this  were 
not  2,  full  anfwer  to  Lord  Sandwich  and 
Lord  Mulgrave's  documents^  as  ftated  by  our 
aulhor,  the  following  ta£ls  will,  1  preiume, 
xtxnowt  7i\\  pof/ibility  o^  doubt  on  that  fubjed. 

Two  of  the  Ihips,  the  Mars,  and,  I  be- 
lieve, the  Worcefter  -f*,  were  adlually  con- 
demned and  ordered  to  be  broke  up.  Were 
thole  Ihips  fit  for  a£lual  fervice  in  November, 
it  they  were  condemned  in  January  ?  Two 
of  this  ideal  fleet  were  not  repaired  in  June; 
and  two  more  out  of  the  forty-four  were  not 
fit  to  proceed  on  fervice,  even  on  the  nth 
of  June,  the  day  Byron  failed  from  Plymouth 
Sound;  fo  that  the  whole  of  this  formidable 
Armada,  which  on  the    19th  of  November, 

*  Page  22. 
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1777,  was  fai — d  to  amount  to  forty-two 
fit  tor  fea  early  in  Decerriber,  conllfted  of  but 
thirty-eight  in  the  beginning  of  the  cnfuing 
June,  of  whicli  the  following  is  an  account 
of  the  diftribution. 

twenty  under  Admiral  Keppel,  thirteen  un- 
der Admiral  Byron,  three  under  Admiral  Bar- 
rington  and  on  the  Weft-India  ftation,  one 
fent  with  the  commiftioners  to  North  Ame- 
rica in  May,  and  one  in  Port*.  But  the 
truth  was,  that  both  in  December  and  till 
towards  the  latter  end  of  March,  the  whole 
of  the  Britidi  navy,  for  the  home  fervice  and 
detachments,  did  not  amount  to  more  than 
twenty  fhips  of  the  line,  in  which  the  two 
broken  up  and  the  crazy  crippled  fhips  cruizing  in 
the  Bay  and  off  Cape  Finifterre,  were  included. 

On  our  author's  third  ailertion,  that  when 
Mr.  Keppel  fiiiled  in  June  with  twenty  fhips, 
there  were  but  Jcventcen  fit  for  fea  in  Breft 
water,  I  fhall  not  trouble  my  readers  with 
much  detail.  Mr.  Keppel  certainly  was 
taught  to  expect  that  tiiis  was  really  the 
cafe;  and  he  wns  lb  honeft  and  open  to 
fay  he  did  not  bLlicve  it,  when  he  failed :  he 
imagined  they  might  be  twenty;  he  niea-' 
Hired  them  \w  his  mind  at  more ;  he  had 
his  doubts,  they  might  be  twenty-four ; 
and  fuch  a  difparity  did  not  difcowage  him. 
much  to  the  bravei 
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his  officers,  &c.  and  as  for  the  (hips,  their  ftate 
condition,  and  the  manner  they  were  man- 
ned and  provided,  afforded  him  no  reafon  to 
complain  "^ ;  but  when  he  found  by  the  cap- 
ture of  the  Pallas  and  Licorne,  the  paper  con- 
taining the  anchoiage  of  iwenty-feven  Ihips  of 
the  line  in  Breft  water,  he  confefled  he  was 
both  mortijicd  and  alar  me  J;  mortified  that  he 
found  himfelf  obliged  for  the  frjl  time  to  turn 
his  back  on  the  enemy,  and  alarmed  for  the 
fa/ety  of  his  country,  which  materially  de- 
pended upon  his  return  into  port,  in  order  to 
procure  a  reinforcement. -f-. 

The  only  arguments  adminiftration  re- 
forte  d  to,  which  carried  with  them  a 
Jhadow  of  weight  were,  that  fome  French 
merchant  fhips,  having  been  permitted  to 
pafs  through  Mr.  Kcppel's  fleet  on  the  20th, 
if  the  French  had  fo  great  a  fuperiority,  they 
would  certainly  have  come  immediately  out 
of  Breil,  in  queft  of  the  Britilh  fleet ;  and 
that  a  paper  of  anchorage  without  date 
was  J2Q  proof  of  any  fuch  force  being  in 
Breft  water,  but  that  fuch  a  force  was  or 
might  come    into    it. 

To  the  firll:  of  thefe  plaufible  fubilties 
I  anfwer,  that  by  the  laft    accounts   recei-: 

*  Admiral  Kcppel's  fpeeches  3d,  8th  and  19th  of  April, 
on  Mr-  Fox's  motions,  and  upon  the  motion  for  a  copy  of 
the  fentence  delivered  bv  the  Court  Martial  on  Sir  JHugh 
Pallifcr,  April  27th. 
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vcd  by  the  French  miniftry,  the  Britifli  fleet 
conlifted  in  all  of  thirty  three  (hips  of  the  line. 
The  fleets  did  not  leave  the  land  till  the 
14th  of  June;  nor  was  the  adual  deftina- 
tion  of  Byron  certainly  known  till  the 
2ift  or  22d  in  London.  It  was  univerfally 
believed,  I  grant,  that  Byron's  fquadron 
was  intended  for  the  relief  of  Lord  Howe, 
then  fuppofed  to  be  at  New- York  ;  but 
how  was  it  pofllble  for  the  French  cabinet 
to  truft  with  any  degree  of  fafety  to  the 
intelligence  received  from  the  merchant 
ihips,  which  pafled  through  Mr.  Kep- 
pel's  fleet,  ////  they  had  certain  accounts, 
that  the  two  fquadron s  had  actually  Je^ 
paratedf  This  certainly  could  not  reach 
Paris  till  about  the  firft  of  July.  Great 
confideration  was  neceflary  on  luch  an  occa- 
flon ;  failing  orders  reached  Breft  on  the 
4th,  though  d'Orvilliers  did  not  weigh 
anchor  till  the  6th  of  July,  nor  was  clear 
of  the   land,  till  the   8th  *. 

To  the  fecond,  a  few  words  will  be  fuffi- 
cient,  not  only  to  prove  that  the  Breil  fleet 
conflfted  of  twenty-Jeven  fliips  of  the  line,  but 
moft  probably  of  thirty -two  y  the  day  the  Pal- 
las and  Licorne  French  frigates  were  taken. 
The  paper  was  without   date,    but  by   the 
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examination  of  fome  of  the  prifbners  taken 
aboard,  it  appeared  that  the  anchorage  had 
been  long  Jince  ordered ;  that  the  (hips  were 
i^voh2\Ay  anchored  {or feveral  d^iys,  as  they  were, 
when  the  examinants  left  Brell,  ready  to  come 
out  into  Breft  water,  and  that  five  mere  were, 
before  the  date  of  the  examination,  in  the  fame 
predicament  j  befides,  if  on  the  4th  of  July 
thirty-two  Ihips  of  the  line  were  ready  to 
weigh  anchor  in  Breft  water,  human  credulity 
could  not  be  fb  far  impofed  on,  as  to  fwallow 
the  manifeft  improbability,  that  jijtcen  fhips 
of  the  line  could  be  fitted  out,  manned,  and 
equipped  in  the  Ihort  fpace  of  three  weeks*. 
But  in  this,  as  well  as  the  ftate  of  the  Britifh 
fleet  in  November,  1777,  all  documents  were 
refufed.  The  examination  of  the  prifoners 
taken  aboard  the  Pallas  and  the  Licorne,  in 
the  prefence  of  the  admiral,  with  his  reafbns 
contained  in  a  letter  to  the  admiralty  board 
were  with-hled,  and  Mr.  Fox's  motion  left  to 
find  its  way  upon  the  proofs  contained  in  a 
paper  without  date. 

If  any  thing  however  feems  wanting  to  fix 
the  He  direct  upon  the  aflertion  of  Lord  Sand- 
wich in  one  houie,  and  Lord  Mulgrave  in  the 
other,  it  is  the  candid  acknowledgment  of  Lord 
Gower,  one  of  his  Majefty's  cabinet  minifters, 
who  ingenuoufly  confefled,  that  on  the  5th 


*  Admiral  Keppel's  fpecch,  March  8. 
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of  June,  he  had  good  reafon  to  know,  and 
every  reafon  to  believe^  that  the  French  fleet 
on  that  day,  lying  in  Breft  Water,  amounted 
to  twenty 'Jive  or  twenty-fa  fhips  of  the  line ;  on 
which  account,  he  highly  approved  of  the  pru» 
dence^  found  judgment  and  difcretion  exer- 
cifed  by  the  admiral,  in  returning  into  port 
as  foon  as  he  received  the  very  alarming  infor- 
mation he  obtained  aboard  the  Pallas  and  Li- 
corne.* 

Our  author's  next  aflertion,  I  will  call  it  an 
opinion^  is,  that  had  it  appeared  that  there- 
was  a  greater  force  in  Brell  Water,  it  was 
known  to  feamen,  that  a:i  inferior  force  may 
block  up  a  fuperior  on^,  It  will  be  fufficient 
to  remark,  that  the  w;  '  /nich  would  have 
kept  the  French  /«,  ir^jl!:  have  blown  ftrong 
from  the  fouth  eaft,  w'uch,  confidering  the 
nature  of  that  part  of  the  French  coaft, 
would  have  been  a  moft  peiiious  flation,  had  it 
blown  frelh.  Bcfides,  on  the  very  firft  fhift 
of  wind,  the  French  might  have  got  out,  iind 
the  deftrudion  of  the  Britiih  fleet  be  thei.  jy 
hazarded,  if  not  tfFcdled.  Hut,  to  at  once 
diffofe  of  this  pitiful  attempt  to  miflead 
the  reader,  I  fhall  only  oblerve,  that  Admiral 
KeppeFs ftation,  by  hisiuftiucl:io'is,  was  ?/^'ofF 
Breft,  but  Ufliaiit;  and  that  he  would  not  h.ive 
blocked  up  the  fleet  in  Breft  harbour  by  crui- 
zing ofFUftiant. 
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l^f  luthor  ccmtenSs^  %at  wpbn  Ifie  Alible, 
the  Board  of  Admiralty  had  placed  a  number 
of  (hips  adequate  to  the  fervice  under  Admiral 
KeppeFs  coniimand,  even  to  the  fat'tsfaSiion  of 
the  Admiral  himlelf* 

This  laft  aflertioh  is  already  fully  anfwercd ; 
but  I  cannot  avoid  making  one  obfervation  on 
it:  if  the  Admiral  was  fatisfied  that  there 
was  QVi\y  feventecn^  or  even  twenty  or  twenty- 
four,  he  had  no  right  to  complain;  but  if 
through  ignorance,  or  preconcerted  treachery, 
he  was  led  into  an  hazardous,  and,  peradven- 
ture,  a  fatal  fecurity,  lurely,  as  a  profeffional 
man,  and  a  friend  of  his  tiountry,  he  had 
every  reafbn  imaginable  to  be  actuated  with 
private  refentment  and  public  indignation, 
at  an  a£t  equally  replete  with  the  extremes  of 
wickedneis  and  fol?y,  by  whidh  the  deareft 
interefts,  nay,  the  very  exifteiice  of  his  cotlntry, 
as  an  independent  ftate, '  were  cdtxiitiitted 
to  fo  dangerous  and  unequal  a  cbhteft, 
with  an  enemy  in  every  reQ)e£t,  of  num- 
ber of  ihips,  men,  weight  of  metal,  guns, 
and  effective  ftrength,  fuperior.  I  (hail  there- 
fore, in  the  words  of  our  author,  conclude  this 
part  of  the  fubjed,  with  filing.  That  ai 
the  premifes  endeavoured  to  be  euablifhed  by 
admmijiration^  were  not  fotinded  in  faSl^  their 
conclujkm  of  courfe  mud:  fiall  to  the  ground. 

I  could  enlarge  much  on  the  milchievou's 
confequences  which  have  arifen  from  this  fatal 
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negle£t  of  our  navy,  and  the  unpardonable 
inattention  of  thofe,  whofe  duty  it  was  to  pro- 
vide againfl  them.  So  early  at  leafl  as  the 
contradt  between  France  and  America,  for  the 
fupply  of  a  ftated  quantity  of  tobacco,  was 
openly  avowed  by  the  court  of  Verfailles, 
whatever  reafbns  we  might  before  have  had 
for  avoiding  an  immediate  rupture,  the  real 
intentions  of  that  court  remained  no  longer 
doubtful.  That  circumftance  was  publickly 
known  in  London  for  (bme  weeks  previous 
to  the  meeting  of  parliament  in  1777.  The 
public  reception  of  Dr.  Franklin  at  Verfailles, 
as  a  minifler  from  an  independent  and  fove- 
reign  ftate ;  the  frequent  conges  or  permiflions 
given  to  feveral  officers  of  rank  to  ferve  in  the 
rebel  army ;  but  a^ove  a//,  the  great  diligence 
and  uncommon  difpatch  which  France  exerted 
in  putting  her  navy  upon  a  refpedlable  and 
formidable  footing,  for  the  ten  months  preced- 
ing that  period  *,  bore  the  ftrongeft  and  moft 
inequivocal  indications  of  her  ultimate  views. 
I  am  ready  to  acknowledge,  that  in  fbme  of 
the  preceding  ftages  of  this  accurfed  American 
war,  the  court  of  London  had  they  a£ted 
upon  any  fixed  fyftem,  which  it  is  now  evi- 
dent they  did  not,  might  have  fome  very 
powerful  motives  for  concealing  their  fufpicions 
and  for  ftijiothering  their  refentments;  but  as 
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foon  as  all  thefe  circumflances  concurred  to 
warn  them  of  the  approaching  ftorm,  admi- 
niftration  fliould  have  ufed  every  poflible  in- 
duftry,  and  have  made  the  moft  vigorous 
efforts  to  counteradi  the  deiigns  of  the  enemy. 
Inftead  of  that,  they  had  relource  only  to  high 
founding  sxprejjiom.  The  King's  Speech  was 
full  of  them ;  they  were  echoed  back  from 
both  houfes :  but  as  foon  as  the  vote  for 
60,000  feamen  to  be  employed  for  the  en- 
fv.ing  year  paflied  the  committee  of  fupply, 
'LtiQ  fame  feeblenejs^  languor^  inattention^  and  every 
other  fymptom  of  indolence  and  irrelblution 
fcemed  to  have  fpread  itfelf,  and  feized  every 
deliberative  and  executive  part  of  government. 
The  men  were  voted^  the  money  granted^  but 
minifters^i?^/. 

Still,  however,  the  events  of  the  Ameri- 
can campaign  were  not  known,  at  leaft  pub- 
licity, though  the  fate  of  General  Burgoyne, 
unfupported  as  he  muft  be,  was  eafily  fore- 
feen. 

What  did  minifters  do  in  that  interim  ? 
They  formed  petty  cabals^  and  employed  ob- 
fcure  agents  to  tamper  with  Dodbor  Frankly n. 
In  the  midft  of  this  valet- negociation*,    the 

*  The  firft  agent  employed  in  the  important  negocia- 
tion of  reftoring  peace,  and  its  wonted  dignity  and  fplen* 
dour  to  the  Britifli  empire,  it  is  affirmed,  upon  good  au- 
thority, wrs  an  old  German,  who  had  lived  in  a  noble- 
man's family  in  the  cljiaradter  of  butler  or  valet  de 
chambre. 
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difafter  at  Saratoga  ftruck  them  like  a  fla(h  of 
lightening ;  though  I  am  forry  to  fay,  it  did 
not  eledtrify  or  Simulate  them  to  any  adive, 
vigorous,  or  ufeful  purpole.  The  tools  and 
emiflaries  which  they  employed  at  otber 
places,  difappeared  and  fhrunk  into  nothing, 
as  fpirits  are  laid  to  do  at  the  fight  of  day,  the 
inftant  General  Burgoyne's  defeat  was  known 
at  Paris. 

In  fuch  a  critical  conjuncture,  minifters, 
as  if  in  a  fit  oi political  dejpalr  and  diftradion, 
abandoned  every  thing,  inftead  of  preparing 
for  war  or  negociating  a  peace  \  inftead  of 
endeavouring  to  gain  America  over  by  out- 
bidding France,  or  of  putting  their  country 
in  a  fubftantial  ftate  of  defence,  or  the  navy 
into  a  coiidition  to  a6l  ofFenfively  againft  the 
enemy,  they  ^^Ww^^  parliament  iovjix  weeks, 
Minifters^^^  from  all  bufinefs,  I  will  not  fay 
to  regale  themlelves  with  Chriftmas  fare,  a 
theme  of  ridicule  at  the  time,  while  their 
unhappy  country  was  bleeding  at  every  pore ; 
while  its  deftrudion  was  planning  by  a  pow- 
erful inveterate  enemy,  and  our  national  dig- 
nity and  character  was  rapidly  declining  at 
every  court  in  Europe. 

But  as  we  fee  gxt2X  folly  and  great  art  fre- 

?[uently  unite  in  the  fame  perfon,  it  is  no  lefs 
i-equent  to  behold  thofe  individual  qualities 
mix  in  aflemblies,  and  produce  in  the  aggre- 
gate funilar  efFe<^ts*    A  congregation  of  knaves 
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and  blockheads^  imprefTed  by  t\it  fame  motives, 
and  enlightned  by  the  fame  fize  of  under- 
{landing,  carry  all  their  folly  and  chicane  into 
council.  I  never  faw  a  ftronger  confirmation 
of  this  remark  than  happened  at  the  period  I 
am  now  fpeaking  of. 

As  miniAers  had  emifTaries  and  petty  nego- 
ciators  at  Paris,  they  were  not  wanting  for 
inftruments  of  the  fame  kind  nearer  home.  If 
they  were  cobweb-Jpinning  in  France,  they 
were  nei  making  in  Britain.  Such  tools  are 
the  growth  of  every  country,  and  this  feems 
to  be  in  no  danger  of  lofing  the  fpecies.  A 
few  adulatory  addrefles  were  procured  in  the 
North  of  England,'^  containing  offers  of  railing 
regiments,  on  receiving  the  accounts  of  the 
captivity  of  Mr.  Burgoyne.  The  mine  being 
previoufly  prepared  was  fuddenly  fprung,  and 
an  bive  of  northern  barbarians  came  up  with 
addreifes,  but  like  fo  many  Scotch  pedlars  offer- 
ed their  fervices  in  order  to  make  the  beft  bar- 
gain they  could,  or  rather  like  fo  many  German 
wholefaie  carcafe  butchers^  prefented  them- 
selves at  the  treafury  Jhambles,  The  bargain 
Was  indantly  ilruqk,  the  nation  was  flied 
with  loyalty,  toryifm,  and  recruiting  parties. 
The  paltry  lofs  of  eooo  men  was  thought 
nothing  of  when  almofl:  three  times  that 
number  was  procured  or  engaged  for  in  the 
^puff^  of  a  few  weeks.    France  continued  to 
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repeat  her  firmer  friendly  affurances*.  Ame- 
rica was  to  be  fubdued  and  our  fleet  was  able 
to  cope  with  the  united  power  of  all  our  ene- 
mies, or  of  all  Europe  fhould  they  unite 
againft  us+.  No  minifter  was  fit  to  prefide 
at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty  who  did  not 
take  care  to  have  a  fleet  equal  if  not  fuperior 
to  France  and  Spain  J,  and  that  minifler  who 
did  not  take  care  to  provide  a  force  fuperior 
to  the  whole  Houfe  oi  Bourbon,  would  de- 
ferve  to  lofe  his  head§. 

In  the  midfl  of  this  fcene  of  the  mofl  con- 
fummite  folly,  delufion,  tn'mifterial  impojitiorij 
unaccountable  treachery  and  national  in- 
fatuation, another  thunder  florm,  more  vio- 
lent than  any  of  the  former,  was  heard, 
which  threatened  to  overwhelm  us  in  ruin. 
While  Lord  North  was  holding  forth  the 
olive  branch  to  the  people  of  America,  and 
fhewing  the  improbability  of  France  taking 
any  public  part  in  the  difpute  between  Great- 
Britain  and  her  Colonies,  a  very  refpe^able 
member||  rofe  in  his  place  and  informed  the 

♦  Vide  Lord  North's  fpeeches  throughout  the  whole 
winter  feffion,  1777,  particularly  the  very  day  his  Lord- 
ihip  carried  the  vote  of  adjournment,  December  loth  and 
February  i6th,  1778,  when  he  propofed  the  conciliatory 
bills.  .  f  Ibid. 

I  Vide  Lord  Sandwich's  fpeeches  on  the  addrefs^  No- 
vember X9th  and  18th,    December   ift,  4th,    and    iitb^ 
Feb.  ad,  4th,  and  9th,   March  3d  and  8th,  1778. 
§  Ibid.  ji  Mr«  Fox. 

•)  Houfe, 
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Houfe,  that  he  had  an  account  the  preceding 
evening  from  Paris  which  might  be  depended 
upon,  he  was  perfuaded,  though  he  could 
not  accompany  it  with  that  Ipecies  of  proof 
which  amounts  to  legal  evidence  in  a  court  of 
juftice,  which  was,  that  precifely/^«  days  before, 
France,  and  the  aflbciated  ftates  of  America, 
had  entered  into  a  treaty  political  and  com- 
mercial, by  the  firft  of  which  thofe  ftates 
were  acknowledged  to  be  fovereign  and  inde- 
pendent ;  and  by  the  fecond,  trade  and  commerce 
was  to  be  opened  between  both  countries*. 

Yet  fuch  was  the  confidence  of  the  minifter, 
that  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  who  commu- 
nicated this  information,  he  faid  he  did  not 
believe  it,  or  if  the  faiSt  was  io  he  was  totally 
ignorant  of  it,  not  having  received  any  notifi- 
cation of  it  from  the  Britilh  minifter  at  the 
court  of  Verfaillesf. 

The  fame  queftion  was  put  by  n  noble 
Duke  J  in  the  other  Houfe  in  three  weeks  af- 
ter, ( 5th  of  March)  and  a  fimllar  anfwer  re- 
turned by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  nor- 
thern department§,  though  it  afterwards  came 

vh  V    ** 

*  Vide  Mr.  Fox*s  fpeech  Feb.  i6th,  1778. 

f  Lord  North  in  reply  the  fame  evening. 

X  Duke  of  Grafton,  who  put  the  queilicn  to  the  Secrc«*. 
taries  of  State  on  the  authority  of  Mr   Fox,  who,  he  ob- 
ferved,    had  put  a  fimilar  que'lion  in  the  other  Houfe, 
His  Grace   added,  that  he  believed  the  fact,  but  expected 
no  dired  anfwer. 

^  Said  he  was  totally  ignorant  of  any  fuch  treaty. 

out 
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out  in  proof,  from  a  perlbn  whole  word  could 
not  decently  be  queltioned*,  that  the  Britiih 
cabinet  had  received  the  earlieft  intelligence 
of  every  progrellive  ftep  taken  in  the  courfe 
of  the  negociatiori,  to  the  final  completion  of 
the  treaty,  and  not  only  of  the  tublic  tenor 
of  the  treaty,  but  the  fecret  article  which 
bound  the  parties  to  hearken  to  no  condition 
or  fcheme  of  accommodation  which  had  not 
the  unqualified  local  fupremacy  and  indepen* 
dence  of  the  United  States  for  its  bafisf . 

I  have  referred  to  thofe  circumflances 
chiefly  to  point  out  the  Indolence  and  criminal 
inadivity  of  our  miniflers,  in  not  making 
timely  and  effedkual  naval  preparations,  in  order 
to  defeat  the  defigns  of  the  Houfe  of  Bour- 
bon ;  becaufe  I  am  perfuaded  if  we  hadyor/y- 
/wc  (hips  of  the  line  in  December,  1777,  we 
could  with  eafe  have  brought  fuch  a  naval 
force  to  bear  upon  France,  or  France  and 
Spain  united,  as  would  have  prevented  either 
one  or  both  of  them  from  interfering  in  the 
diiputes  with  our  colonies,  and  that  fb  early 

*  Lord  Stormont,  then  ambaiTador  at  the  court  of  Vcr- 
failles. 

f  Lord  Stormont  on  the  day  the  French  refcript  was 
laid  before  Parliament,  March  i6th,  gave  the  lie  direct 
to  both  the  firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury  and  the  noble  Vif- 
eount,  in  whofe  department  he  acted.  Lord  Weymouth, 
then  for  the  firft  time,  acknowledged  he  received  fuch  an 
account  from  the  ambaflador,  but  he  did  not  believe  it,  nor 
truft  to  the  information  fo  far  as  to  venture  to  act  upon  it. 
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as  the  middle  or  latter  end  of  the  enfuing 
May. 

By  an  authentic  paper  now  lying  before 
me,  I  am  informed,  that  from  the  i6th  of 
March,  or  the  day  Mr.  JCeppel  arrived  at 
Portfmouth  to  examine  into  the  ftate  of  the 
fleet  and  take  upon  him  the  command,  to  the 
middle  of  Jufy^  there  were  upwards  of  twenty- 
Jive  ihlps  or  the  line  fitted  out  for  adlual  fer- 
vice.  Now  only  let  us  in  idea  pu(h  thofe 
Exertions  back  into  the  montlis  of  November 
and  December,  and  we  have  good  reaibn  to 
conclude,  that  we  might  have  had  a  force 
ready  for  fea  in  May,  1778,  of  at  \Q2ih  Jixty- 
Jive  OT  Jeventy  f^iips  of  the  line  of  battle ;  a 
force,  I  will  maintain,  every  way  equal  at 
that  period  to  give  lavvv  not  only  to  France, 
but  to  the  whole  houfe  of  Bourbon  in  every 
quarter  of  the  globe.  We  could  have  fparcd 
a  fquadron  for  the  Mediterranean,  for  the 
Weft- Indies  and  North  America,  and  have 
referved  a  fufficient  force  for  the  home  de- 
fence. The  truth  is,  there  would  have  been 
no  occafion.  Had  we  really  been  in  the  Jiate 
of  preparation  fo  often  afferted  by  Lord  Sand- 
wich in  November,  or  if  we  had  began  to 
make  the  fame  efforts  in  O^ober  or  November 
which  we  did  in  March,  the  treaty  between 
France  and  the  colonies  would  probably  have 
never  taken  place  ;  but  if  it  had,  the  confe- 
quences  muft  have  been,  on  the  premifes  laid 
r  down. 
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down,  the  total  ruin  of  the  French  concimerce, 
the  capture  of  one  half  of  their  feamen  ;  oi; 
if  they  ventured  out,  the  certain  deftrudioii 
of  their  marine. 

Having  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  obfervations 
had  frequent  opportunities  to  now  and  then 
attend  to  the  witticifms,  quaint  phrafes,  and  epi- 
grammatic points,  fo  thickly  ftrewed  through- 
out this  bundle  of  fadlious  fquibifm,  very 
little  more  remains  for  me  to  fay.  The  work 
has  had  its  ufe  in  the  opinion  of  thofe  whofe 
countenance  or  inftru£lions  were  the  caufe  of 
calling  it  into  being ;  the  remainder  is  com- 
pofed  of  mere  news- paper  falfliood  and  decla- 
mation ',  and  feems  to  have  hz?A\  gathered  out 
of  the  minillerial  paragraphs  and  grofs  mif- 
reprefentations,  with  which  the  daily  prints 
are  fluffed,  or  to  have  been  flitched  together  by 
this  ingenious  literary  tagger  of  (hreds  and 
patches.  He  has  rung  the  changes  over  and 
over  again,  proclaiming  the  treachery  and 
folly  of  oppolition,  without  adducing  a  fingle 
fa£t  to  fupport  his  charges. 

As  there  are  mixed  here  and  there  in  this 
compound  of  impofition  and  the  news-paper 
fquibs  of  the  day,  a  perfonal  attack  on  Ad* 
miral  Keppel,  partly  diftindl  from  the  charges 
urged  againft  him,  as  an  officer;  and  partial 
queftions  from  the  evidence  delivered  at  the 
bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  refpefting  the 
condu£l  of  Sir  William  Howe,  and  as  there 
i:v/  N  2  may 
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may  be  many  perfons,  who  not  having  the 
means  ofknowing  the  motives  which  apparently 
induced  Admiral  Keppel  to  decline  the  com- 
mand of  the  weftern  Iquadron,  or  the  nature 
and  weight  of  the  evidence  oppofed  to  the 
confident  affertions  of  Mr.  Galloway,  and  the 
doating  reveries  of  a  fuperannuated  driveler ; 
I  will  conclude  thofe  obfervations  with  a  few 
ftridlures  on  the  comparative  authority  of  the 
teftimony  of  both  parties. 

The  firft  reference  our  author  makes,  (is  to 
a  pafTage  in  General  Robertfon*s  evidence* 
**  That,  the  refult  of  the  enquiry  was  very 
different  from  what  oppofition  expedled. 
It  appeared^  that  rebellion  arofe  from  an  am- 
bitious faction,  and  not  from  the  general  lenfe 
of  the  body  of  the  people  *." 

I  never  heard  that  there  war,  any  refult  or  opi- 
nion given,  nor  do  1  believe  there  was.  General 
Robertfon  in  another  part  of  his  evidence  faid, 
that  there  was  no  fadlion  in  America  previous  to 
the  commencement  of  hoflilities,  but  that  the 
people  were  unanimous  in  two  things,  in  their 
loyalty  and  aff*edlion  towards  the  prefent  ftate, 
and  a  fixed  refolution  not  to  be  taxed  by  the 
Britifh  Parliament,  He  never  heard  of  only 
one  man,  (Mr.  Otis)  in  all  America,  who 
wifhed  to  contend  for  independence,  and  he 
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was  confidered  as  a  perfbn  maintaining  very 
extraordinary  opinions  *. 

•*  That  the  redudtion  of  that  fa£lion,  and 
confequently  the  extindion  of  rebellion,  had 
uniformly  been  the  object  of  adminiftrati- 
on  +  ;"  not  furely  when  a//  America  was  ««/- 
verfalfy  loyal  and  affedionate ;  if  then  there 
was  no  fa^ion  exifting  in  America  by  the  ge- 
neral's own  account,  previous  to  the  com- 
mencement of  hoftiiities,  the  general  or  the 
hiftortan  muft  have  forgot  to  tell  the  truth. 

General  Robertfon  faid,  "  that  a  much 
greater  force  than  was  neceflary  or  wiflied  for, 
was  fent  to  America  J."  On  explanation,  the 
general  recolledted  that  when  he  laid  a  force  of 
20,000  men  was  thought  extravagant,  he  re- 
ferved  that  opinion  as  being  the  prevailing  one, 
in  the  winter,  1774,  the  year  the  rebellion 
commenced.      * 

**  The  rebels  had  never  io,c5oo  men, 
which  the  general  eked  out  according  as  his 
memory  y^rvf^  him,  to  16,000,  and  had  con- 
fequently been  never  fo  numerous  as  Sir  Wil- 
liam Howe  §."  General  Robertlon  never  went 
beyond  the  limits  of  York-Ifland  after  New- 
York  was  taken  ;  and  on  his  paiTage  baqk  and 
forward,  from  February  1777,  to  the  follow- 
ing  September, 


•  Page  31  and  32,  note  (a), 
X  Ibid* 
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.  "  That  the  enemy  were  an  undifclplined 
rabble  *"  wiinefs  the  obftinate  ftand  they  made 
on  Long  Ifland,  where  they  feemed  deftitute 
of  all  military  knowledge,  but  appeared  def- 
titute of  neither  courage  nor  battalion  difci- 
pli'ie;  and  though  not  conlifting  of  quite 
6000  men,  made  an  obftinate  refiftance  p£ 
feveral  hours,  againft  one  of  the  6e/i  difciplined 
armies  in  Europe,  upwards  of  three  times 
their  number.  Lords  Cornwallis,  Harringtou 
and  Belcarras,  General  Grey,  Sir  George 
Ofborne,  Colonel  Kingfton,  Majors  Montrefor, 
Blom field,  Forbes,  Captain  Money,  &c.  are, 
una  voce,  of  a  different  opinion.     .  ^  v^  ;. 

"  The  inferences  deducible,  fays  our  author, 
from  thofe  JaSh,  are  that  the  Britilh  army 
was  either  unjkilfully  or  languidly  led  -j-".  Ge- 
neral Robertlon  gives  him  here  the  lie  diredt, 
for  he  faid  he  never  faw  a  finer  or  more  judi- 
cious difpofition  in  his  life,  than  was  made 
previous  to  the  adlion  on  Long  Ifland,  Lord 
Cornwallis  gave  the  fame  honourable  tefti- 
mony  refpedting  the  difpofition  made  at  the 
Brandy  wine ;  and  as  to  the  deduction  drawn 
by  our  author  of  Sir  William  Howe's  languor 
TiViAfupinenefs  J,  General  Robertfbn  anfwered. 
Sir  William  Howe  was  always  alert.  *'  I  fent 
my  Aid  du  Camp  to  inform  him  that  my  brigade 
>vas  ready  to  march ;  on  his  return,  he  told 


*  Page  3  J, 
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me 


Sir  William  was  gone  out  in  purfuit  of  the 
rebels.  When  the  grenadiers  and  33d  regi- 
ment were  called  back  from  the  lines  at  Broo- 
lyn,  I  d*tre  fay  Sir  William  Howe  was  near 
the  front  of  the  army.  He  executed  a  fine 
manoeuvre,  by  getting  between  the  lines  and 
feveral  rebel  battalions,  furtounded  and  cut 
off  their  retreat,  and  made  2000  prifbners  -f*. 

"  Some  of  the  troops,  grenadiers,  and  33d 
regiment  were  going  to  ftorm  the  lines,  Sir 
William  Howe  called  them  back- — I  baited 
for  orders,  not  thinking  it  advifable  to  advance, 
and  I  was  well  pleated  when  I  found  the 
general  coincide  with  me  in  opinion  J". 

"  PutnarA,  who  had  the  commfindof7ooo 
men,  had  detached  all  but  300 ;  but  it  was 
not  known.  What,  in  the  face  of  a  vidlorious 
enemy  and  before  the  fate  of  the  day  was  de- 
cided could  it  be  expedled  ? 

"  Our  army  in  the  Jerlies  was  1^^606 
men,  Sir  William  Howe  had  40,874.  Me- 
mory does  not  enable  a  man  to  be  exadl  in  re- 
turns; I  only  gave  extradis,  I  mean  the 
troops,  including  (ick,  prifoners,  &c.  the  whol6 
amount  in  the  Jerfies,  at  Rhode  Ifland,  York 
Ifland,  and  their  dependencies,  were  29,478§.'* 
It  was   proved  by  authentic  documents  that 
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f  Vide  General  Robertion's  evidence  on  the  third  day's 
examination  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  i^  fafjlm, 
t  Ibid. 
^  Ibid,  iirft  and  i^ourth  day's  examination. 
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they  were  fhort  of  27,000.  Sir  William 
Howe  dated  the  real  returns  from  a  paper 
which  he  read  in  his  place. 
-  **  The  rebels,  fome  faid,  were  8,  9  and 
10,000  in  the  Jerties,  when  encamped  at 
Quibbleton— I  do  not  know  what  the  rebel 
force  might  be,  I  was  not  then  in  the  country, 
there  were  various  reports  about  it.  I  faw  no 
returns.  All  I  have  flatcd  I  heard  from 
others  *." 

"  The  army  may  pafs  from  New- York  to 
Albany  in  two  days '^••^^  if  fo.  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton, who  has  fpent  as  many  months^  deierved  to 

be  h d  for  his  fervices ;  the  laft  accounts 

having   not  even  uihered  him  through  ttfe 

highlands.        r*'^?      **  r      *>  :  ;^   rrc 

"  Many  feared  that  General  Burgoyne*s 
army  would  be  loft,  if  not  fupported  by  Ge- 
neral Howe.  I  wrote  myfelf  to  Sir  William 
Howe,  that  if  General  Burgoyne  extricated 
himfelf,  future  ages  would  have  little  occafion 
to  talk  of  Hannibal.  I  acknowledge  it  was 
after  hearing  of  the  affair,  at  Still  Water.  ^  I 
belteve  it  was  there  was  ti  account  of  that  ac^ 
tion  in  the  rebel  papers  |." 

I  dare  fay  if  it  was  neceflary,  I  could  pro- 
duce above  an  hundred  inftances  of  direct  con- 
traditions,  confident  unfounded  aiTertions,  and  a 


*  Vide  General  Robertfon's  evidence  on  the  fiift,  fe-" 
cond,  and  fourth  day's  exannination. 

f  Ibid  fecond  and  fourth  day's  examination.         .  •   ^ 
i  Third  day's  examination. 
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mere  play  oil  words.  One  of  the  itiftance8  1 
have  mentioned,  is  in  my  .opinion,  fully  fuffi- 
cient  to  decide  on  the  evidence  of  General  Ro- 
bertfbn,  and  as  it  particularly  applies  to  the 
operjations  now  going  on  up  the  North  River, 
under  Sir  Henry  Clinton.  I  ihall  take  the  li- 
berty of  laying  it  fomewhat  in  detail  before 
my  readers. 

"  The  pofleffion  of  the  highlands  would 
fecure  the  paflage  of  the  river.    .Frigates  draw- 
mgfeventeen  feet  of  water,  can  go  as  far  up 
as  WilYiwi  forty  miles  of  Albany,  and  merchant 
ihips  and  tranfports  within  twelve.     I  think, 
the  enemy  being  in  pofleffion  of  one  bank  of 
the  river,  would  not  prevent  the  water  com- 
munication between  New- York  and  Albany^ 
It  would  not  be  neceffary,  if  obliged  to  anchor, 
to  land  and  d^dge  the  enemy.     If  there  wa^ 
an  inconvenience  in  landing,  they  would  wait 
till  a  wind  offered  to  carry  them  paji  the  bat- 
tery."* In  (hort,  General  Robertfbn  contended 
in  the  Jace  of  the  nation^  that  frigates  and 
tranfports  with  troops  on  board  and  favourabk 
weather,  could  go  from  New- York  to  within 
a  few  miles  of  Albany,  with  an  enemy  in 
force  on  either  or  both  banks,  in  tv)o  day?* 
and  even  though  contrary  winds  ihould  ipring 
up,  without  danger  or  any  other  inconvenience, 
but  that  of  delay  t«    I  leave  thi^  gentleman 
and  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  fettle  that  pgintt  and 
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fliall  ptoceed  to  make  a  few  ftridures  on  the 
paradoxical  enigmas,    and    palpable   contra- 
dictions which  are  involved  in  the  whole  of 
the  text  and  context,  of  the  otJber  court  witnefs ; 
I    mean    the   celebrated   Mr.    Galloway,    to 
whom  the  nation  and  Lord  George  Germaine 
ftand  fo  highly  indebted  for  his  joutnal^   his 
private  negotiations,  and  total  want  of  memory. 
This  man,  bred  a  lawyer^  and  felf-dubbed  zpo- 
Utician,  was  defigned  it  feems  by  nature  for  ay^/- 
dier.  Though  one  of  the  firft  and  moft  bufy  adlors 
in  the  non-importation  agreement ;  and  one  of 
the  members  of  the  firll  Congrefs  aflembled 
at  Philadelphia ;  though   he  claimed  a  par* 
ticular   (hare  in  framing  and  drawing  up  the 
plan  of  an  American  or  colonial  conititution, 
ftating  the  refpedive  rights,  and  marking  out 
the  lines  of  political  connexion,  between  each 
province,  and  the  great  falderal  aflembly  in 
congrefs,  which  was  to  fway  and  diredt  the 
whole,    and   afl'umed    to  himfelf  the   merit 
of   propoling   a  ground  of  union  with    the 
parent  ftate ;   yet  this  man  after  being  three 
feffions,  or  full  two  years  in  congrefs,  (1  believe) 
when  examined  at   the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  he  could  not  remember  any  part  of 
his  ^o//V/w/ condudt  J  but  that  which  related 
to  the  framing  of  this  plan  of  accommoda- 
tion.* Htvf^s  emptied  o{2\\recolledlionoivf\i2X 
pafled  in  congrefs.     He  had  taken  fhort  mi- 

*  Vide  his  evidence,  in  anfwer  to  queftions  put  to  hiai 
by  Lord  George  Germaine  and  Mr.  Burke,  ^  pajjim, 
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nutes,  it  was  true,  upon  detached  Jlips  of  pa- 
per, to  aflift  his  memory,  but  he  had  never 
arranged  them ;  he  never  looked  over  thofe 
minutes^w^,  nor  did  he  think  of  making  a 
journal  at   that  time  of  the   proceedings  of 
congrefs ;  he  had  not  the  /eizure  at  that  time, 
which  he  had  when  he  made  his  military  and  nar 
Vtf//o«r;*j/  of  every  tranfadion,  from  the  time  the 
troops  embarked  atStaten  Ifland,  in  July  1777, 
till  Philadelphia  was  evacuated  in  June  1778.* 
He  knew  better  than  Lord  Howe,  and  all  the 
officers  and  pilots  in  his  fleet,  that  by  Chefe- 
peak  was   a  tedious  navigation  ;  that  landing 
in  the   Delaware  was  much  preferable;  and 
than  Sir  William  Howe,  and  every  fubordi- 
nate  commander  in  his  army,  that  inftead  of 
pufhingon  towards  the  Brandy  wine,  he  Ihould 
have  marched  out  of  the  ftrait  direction,  and 
have  turned  to  the  right,  to  New-Caftle.  He 
could  tell  to  a  minute  when  Wafliington  left 
Trenton,  Princeton,  &c.  and  Ihew  why  Sir 
William  Howe  mifc^rried,  was  becaufe  inftead 
of  three  or  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  he  did 
not  rife  till  [even  or  eighty  by  which  means 
the  rebels  efcaped  deftrudion,  and  the  general 
loft:  the  empire  of  North  America.     He  could 
defcribe    military  fords,  conftrud  bridges   of 
boats  of  wood  and   copper.     He  was  a  fkil- 
ful  engineer,  and  h<id  reconnoitered  the  ground 
on  each  bank  of  the  Delaware,  the  command- 
ing ground  on  one  fide,  and  the  ground  com" 
*  Vide  his  fecond  day's  examination. 
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ifW/ided  on  th^  other :  pontoons,  chevaux  A 
Jri%e^  embarkations  and  debarkations,  the  ton- 
nage of  craft  for  tranfporting  of  troops,  the 
accomodations  aboard,  and  the  number  of  men 
which  could  be  carried  acrofs  the  Delaware 
at  each  trip,  formed  but  a  very  triflmg  part  of 
this  gentleman's  knowledge,  as  a  General, 
Adjutant  General,  Quarter  Mafter  General, 
?arr^ck  Mafter  General,  Chief  Engineer,  and 
Director  of  the  Artillery  *  ;  in  fhort. 

Had  I  ten  thoufand  mouths  and  tongucfj  j 
,,    Jlftd  I  ten  thoufand  pair  of  lungs. 

Ten  thoufand^«//j,  with  brains  to  thinks 
Ten  thpufand  ftandifties  of  ink, 
Ten  thoufand  hands  &nd  fens  to  write, 

it  would  be  impoftible  for  me  to  dp  this  learned 
General  yji^iQc,  I  (hall  however  quote  one  in- 
ftanpe  or  two,  to  ihew  the  capacioufnefs  of 
this  military  advocate's  mind,  and  the  univer*- 
Jhlity  of  his  genius ;  of  his  mechanical  know- 
ledge, and  his  great  dexterity  in  the  fcience 
of  defence,  or  art  of  logical  fencing,  whereby 
a  trained  fencer  may  evade  qr  aroM  an  home 
ihrujl^  and  foil  his  antagonift. 

Mr.  Galfowojf,  "  1  knew  of  no  difficulty  t0 
prevent  the  royal  army  paftitig  the  Delaware, 
except  the  want  of  boats  or  pontoons.  I  did 
at  Major  Montrefor  •  s  requeft,  enquire  whether 

*  Vide  Mr.  Galloway's  anfwcrs  to  Lord  George  Germaine 
«nd  Mr.  Burke,  firftaod  fecond  day's  examination,  l^paffini. 
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there  were  any  materials^  with  which  pon«* 
itoons  or  boats,  or  rafts  might  he  conftrudedj, 
and  IJound  /fi,Qoo  feet  of  boards,  a  quantity 
p£  iron,  and  there  was  timber  enough  about 
Trenton.   /  did  not  fee  the  boards  I  mentioned^  T 

*'  One  of  the  delegates  in  congrefs  frot)i  th^ 
province  of  New- York,  was  chofen  by  himfelf 
9nd  his  clerky  and  certified  tp  congrefs  that  he 
was  unanimoufly  chofen,  I  fat  with  hiir.  in 
congrefs,  in  1774,  and  he  was  received  by 
that  body ;  his  name  was  Bocrum. — The  de- 
legates of  Maflachufet's  Bay  were  cholen  much 
in  the  Jam:  njanner,  /  do  not  know  whether 
thefe  delegates  were  fairly  ele^ed,  as  I  never  en-* 
quired  into  it,  nor  heard  of  it  -(•".  X  v 

This  is  thejkull  of  a  lawyer^  where  be  now 
liis  quiddets^  his  quiitets^  and  his  tricks  f  You 
have  heard  him  for  fome  time,  in  his  aflume^ 
charader,  of  an  able  and  experienced  military 
commander;  let  us  now  hear  him  in  the  comrr 
pound  charader  oi  a  lawyer  and  a  politician j 
fqr  which  take  his  own  words  and  not  mine. 

Mr,  Galloway,  "  I  have  lived  in  America 
from  my  nativity,  about  forty-eight  years.  I 
have  lived  in  the  province  of  Maryland,  iu 
the  Delaware  counties,  in  Penfylyania,  but 
chiefly  in  Philadelphia ;  my  profsffion  was  that 
of  the  law.  I  was  a  member  of  the  aflembly 
of  Penfylvania,  eighteen  years ;,  fpeaker  of  the 

*  Vide  Mr.  Gallqwey's  fecond  day*$  examination  befoi^ 
the  Houfe  of  Commons.  , ,    ... 

t  Ibid,  firft  and  fecond  day's. 
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houfe,  twelve ;  I  was  delegated  by  that  aflem- 
bly,  to  reprefent  it  in  the  American  Congrefs, 
which  met  the  5th  of  September,   1774*.     ^ 

We  have  heard  this  Lawyer^  Reprefentative^ 
Speaker  J  and  Congrefs  Delegate  giving  decided 
opinions  upon  the  mod  difficult  abjiruje  and  /'»- 
iricate  parts  of  the  military  art,  both  f  "^cula*- 
five,  pradtical,  and  mixed ;  it  may  not  be 
incurious,  to  make  a  remark  or  two  on  the 
fatal  efFedls  fometimes  flowing  from  too  great 
an  attention  paid  to  foreign  purfuits  at  rather 
too  late  a  period  of  lif<b,  in  order  to  prove,  that 
a  great  lawyer  and  politician  after  commen« 
cing  a  great  General,  is  apt  to  hfe  all  former 
ideas  of  policy,  legiflation  ;  and,  in  fa£l,  tolofe 
himfeif  too  by  falling  into  novel  habits  of  life, 

Mr.  Galloway,  ^^  I  do  not  recollect  whe- 
ther any  cenfure  of  the  trial  or  Quebec  bill 
was  contained  in  the  aflociation  which  I 
figned. — I  did  not  read  it  before  \Rgned  it.— 
The  fubftance  of  the  aflbciation  is  really  out 
of  my  head, — I  do  not  recoiled  any  one  article 
of  it— ^I  fat  in  the  committee  of  grievances- 
It  came,  I  believe^  to  a  refolution,  dating  the 
cruelty  and  injuftice  of  the  Bofton  port,  the 
charter,  and  the  /r/^/  bills.— I  do  not  renumber 
particularly  that  I  offered  a  proteft  againft  the 
Congrefs  refolves  refpedling  the  above  bills,—- 
I  really  do  not  rkolleh  that  the  Congrefs  came 
to  a  particular  relolution,   dating  that  their 

*  Vide  Mr.  Galloway's  firft  day's  examination  before  the 
Houfe  of  Commons. 
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reafonable  petitions,   &c.   had  been   treated 
with  contempt  by  his  majefty's  minifters. — I 
imagine  I  did  not  vote  without  confidering  the 
refolution,  declaring  the  illegality  of  keeping  a 
(landing  army  in  the  colonies  in  timeofpeace.— 
I  muft  have  confidered  it  in  the  courfe  of  the 
debate. — Relative  to  the  claim  of  rights  made 
by  Congrefs  I  have  not  2i  Jingle  one  of  them  in  my 
memory  [handed  to  him]. — I  oppofed  the  firft 
and  the  fourth ;  the  fecond  and  third  I  do  not  re^ 
co//<?^— The  fifth  I  did  not— Nor  the  fixth— The 
feventh  I  do  not  recoUedi. —Tht  eighth  I  muft 
hofue  oppofed,    but  do  not  recollect — I  was  of 
a  contrary  opinion  to  the  ninth,  and,  I  be' 
iieve,  I  oppoled  it. — I  know  I  oppofed  feveral. 
— as  to  the  tenth  1  do  not  recolleSl — I  may  have 
confidered  thofe  fundamental  points  as  a  Law- 
yeKy    but  I  do  not  know  how   frequently. — I 
believe  I  did  attend  to  them  ferioufly.— I  do 
not  know  whether  any  fuch  idea  entered  into 
my  head. — 1  do  not  doubt  but  that  I  did  think 
of  them. — I  am  ipeaking  of  tranfadions  that 
paffed  five  years  ago.*"     We  prefume   fiWQ 
years  was  an  error  of  the  clerk  for  Mtyy  be- 
caufe  from  the  time  of  Mr.  Galloway's  quit- 
ting the  Congrefs  till  the  winter  campaign 
in  the  Jerfies  was  not  many  months. 
'In  anfwer  to  every  argument  built^  and 
conclufion  drawn  by  our  hiftorian  from  the 

'!^^:   ■  ■'.'■'   D. :;;'[;:'(•( '-;-v;r:   sjfrrf  .).? 

i       *  Vide  Mr.  Galloway's  fecond  day's  examiaatiop.  •,  . 
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eindence  of  iSeneral  Roberifon  and  Mf*  Gallo* 
wa¥f  I  thought  it  neceflary  to  point  out  to 
iiidn  of  ray  countrymen,  whofe  ears  are  not 
fto|)ped  by  the  moft  incurable  prejudices, 
whofe  utiderAandings  are  not  blinded  or  cor« 
rupted  by  felf  intereil,  or  whofe  fentiment$ 
and  opinions  have  not  been  warped  through 
the  arts  and  delufions  of  a  let  of  unprincipled 
icribblers,  paid  and  employed  by  the  authors  of 
our  prefent  real  and  impending  calamities,  what 
degree  of  credit  fuch  evidence  is  entitled  to, 
and  what  may  be  expected  by  every  c^eer 
naval  or  military,  at  prefent  occupying 
principal  commands,  fhould  any  difaf^er  hap- 
pen to  them  through  the  impra£ticability  or 
inferior  defeds  in  the  plans  committed  to 
their  execution.  What  fuch  ojfiicers  are  liable 
to  experience  under  Juch  a  iyftem  of  govern- 
ment :  what  perhaps  fome  of  them  in  a  very 
fiw  months  will  experience ;  and  perhaps  al- 
ready begin  to  have  a  foretafle  of,  may  be 
eafily  gathered  from  tlie  court  murmers  and 
repeated  abufe,  which  every  tmv  and  then 
the  miniflerial  prints  teem  with,  refpeding 
the  conduct  of  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  Admiral 
Byron,  and  Sir  Henry  Clinton.  j 

I  promifed,  before  I  laid  down  my  pen, 
that  I  would  difabufe  the  public,  relative  to 
the  real  motives  of  Admiral  Keppel*$  refuting 
to  take  any  command  under  the  prefent  Ad- 
miniffaration,    either  as  a  public  or  private 
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Iman ;  beCatife  ih  the  firft  character  he  was 
perliiaded  he  could  render  no  eflential  lervice 
to  his  country,  and  in  the  fecond,  that  it 
would  end  in  an  unavailing  facrifice  of  his 
honour,  to  prove  both  of  whichj  I  beg  leave 
to  ftate  the  following  fadls*: 

Mr.  Keppel  was  fent  out  with  twenty  fhips 
of  the  line,  to  meet  twenty-feven  or  thirty- 
two.  Lord  Gower  acknowledged  twenty-fa*^ 
though  Mr.  Keppel  was  affured  by  the  Ad- 
miralty board,  that  the  Breft  fleet  did  not  ex- 
ceed/^i;^«/^^«f. 

When  the  admiral  received  an  account  of 
the  real  ftrength  of  the  French  fquadron  he 
returned  into  port,  contrary  to  his  inftrudlions, 
for  a  reinforcement,  in  order  to  preferve  his 
country,  its  navy^  and  its  marine  arfenals 
from  deftrudion,  for  which  he  received  no 
thanks,  on  the  contary,  his  conduct  was  called 
in  queflion  by  a  filent  difapproLation. 

On  his  return  the  fecond  time  into  port, 
after  the  affair  of  the  27th  of  July,  he  was 
treated  with  the  fame  marks  of  coldnefs  and 
contemptuous  filence,  while  a  private  meflage 
of  thanks  .from  the  king  through  the  Admi- 
ralty board  was  conveyed  to  Sir  Hugh  Palli- 
fer  and  the  officers  of  his  divifionf. 

An  accufation  from  one  of    the  officers 

*  Vide  his  fpeech,  23d  April,   1779. 

f  Vide  Lord  Mulgrave  and  Lord  North's  fpecches,  3d, 
8th,  and  iiA  March,  and  19th  of  April,  1779. 

X  Vide  Admiral  Keppel's  fpeeches,  3d  and  8th  of  March, 
and  (Qtbof  April,  1779. 
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of   his  fquadron^    whom    he    had   charged 
with  difobedience  of  orders,  was  received  at 
the  end  of  five  months,   and  an  order  from 
the  Admiralty  Board  immediately  iilued  the 
fame  day.  In  confequence  of  that  accufation, 
he    was    brought  to    a  court  martial  upon 
the  unfounded,  flimfy,  treacherous  pretext  that 
the  Board  were  legally  compelled  to  fend  the 
charge  to  be  enquired  into,   not  having  any 
difcretionary   power,    to   confult   and  decide 
upon  any  of  the  apparent  circumftances  of  the 
cafe,  though   afterwards,  when  there  was  a 
queftion  framed  upon  the  legal  exigence  of 
fuch  a  difcretionary  power,  by  a  gentleman  of 
great  abilities  and  experience  in  his  profeflion*, 
the  dodrine  was  at  ouce  given  up  by  the  two 
firft  law  officers  of  the  crown  +,  and  the  mo- 
tion met  by  the  previous  queuion  in  order  to 
avoid  the  confequcnces  of  a  vote  which  would 
have  involved  in  it  a  cenfure  of  the   Admi- 
ralty  Board,    and   particularly  of  the  Firft 
Com  miffioner  of  the  Admiralty  §. 

The  refuting  a  copy  of  fuch  part  of  the 
Admiral's  inftiudtions,  as  might  be  neceflary 
to  his  defence,  when  on  a  trial  foj:  his  life, 
luider  various  pretended  excufes,  that  the  pa- 
pers delired  contained  mattjsrs  not  fit  to  be  made, 
public ;  and  when  that  objedion  was  removed, 
the  tacitly  refufmg  to  grant  the  documents  de- 
lired,  by  taking  no  Jurther  notice  of  the  ap- 
plication. 

♦  Mr.  Dunning.  f  Attorney  and  Solicltar  Genera!* 

§  See  the  Commons  debates  ot  iviimcn  i  ct[r. 

The 
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lifer  every  wonted  mark  ot^^  ^^^  „f 
dence,  after  he  had  be«i  ac^  \h^t  e^tt 

the  moft  r«fP«^*^^",^d  thlt^Jon  the  evidence 
fat  in  this  country.  *»J^J2J°,  of  the  very 
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nulitary,  which,  in  the  temper  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  at  the  time,  would  have  been 
carried  by  a  very  great  majority,  and  might 
in  its  confequences,  have  involved  the  ruin  of 
themfelves  *. 

The  general  clamour  raifed  by  the  emifla- 
riesand  Icribbling  mercenaries  in  the  pay  of  go* 
vernment,  thr  his  luppofed  refufal  of  refum- 
ing  the  command,  while  the  miniflers  declined 
to  communicate  with,  or  Jefire  him  to  refume 
that  command ;  and  after  his  flag  was  ftruck, 
and  the  Admiral  gone  to  Bath,  the  confirming 
thofe  mifreprefcntations,  by  declaring  in  Par^ 
Iiamens\  that  the^  had  again  folicited  his  ler- 
vices  +.       ■  '     '  '  :^-'  •■^'  '  '■'■- 

And  finally,  as  the  laji  te/iimony  of  their 
rooted  rancour^  trying  the  admiral  a  /econd  t'lmef 
and  endeavouring  to  impeach  the  Jecijion  of  his 
judges^  and  the  evidence  on  which  they  deter- 
mined, by  lending  the  condu6l  of  their /i- 
vourite  tool  to  be  enquired  into,  by  a  packed 
court,  who  to  juftify  the  fentence  it  was  in" 
tended  they  Jljould  give,  wtre  not  to  hear  any 
of  the  material  witnefles.  Somej^  could  not  be 
fummoned,  becaufe  they  were  on  diftant  fer- 
vice;  others  were   indifpofed;  and   many  of 

*  Vide  debates  aid  and  asth  February, 

f  See  the  debates  of  the  3d  of  March,  in  the  Houfe  of 
Connmons,  W  poffif, 

X  See  Lord  North's  fpeech  on  Mr.  Fox*s  motion  for  a 
copy  of  the  fentence  oi  the  Court  Martial  on  Sir  Hugh 
Fallifer,  April  23,  an'd  Admiral  Keppel's  reply. 
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thofe  who  gave  their  teftimony  on  the  former 
trial,  were  thought  unnecefTary  to  be  examine^* 
on  the  latter*. 

Here  I  clofe  my  obfervations,  and  have 
only  to  add,  that  when  I  fat  down  to  write,  I 
little  imagined  that  they  would  have  been  ex- 
tended to  the  length  they  necefl'arily  have  been. 
Thefe  court-hirelings  have  an  advantage  over 
their  antagonifts,  which  is  not  to  be  combated 
without  lome  labour  and  great  patience ;  be- 
caufe  an  affirmative  falfhood  of  a  few  lines, 
frequently  calls  for  an  anfwer  of  ^s  many 
T>ages;  Without  dread  of  riiking  any  thing, 
they  affirm  every  thing.  No  fooner  is  one 
Ik  difproved  or  mifreprelentation  detedted,  but 
up  ftarts  an  hundred  in  its  place.  To  defeat 
however,  as  much  as  may  be,  the  fuccefs 
of  fuch  arts,  I  have  endeavoured  all  in  my 
power  to  flop  up  every  avenue  by  which  it 
was  likely  our  hiftorian  might  eiideavour  to 
efcape  dete^ion  and  public  diigrace ;  difgrace 
did  I  fay !  furely  I  might  have  fupprefled  that 
motive,  as  fuppofed  to  aduate  the  breaft  of 
any  of  the  fadtion,  when  1  recoUedt  that  the 
more  defpicable,  fervile,  corrupt,  and  unprin- 
cipled they  render  themfelves  in  the  eyes  of 
the  honcfl^  independent^  and  intelligent  part  of  the 
pomniunity,  the  more  ftrongly  they  recom- 

•  See  debates  on  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  motion,  31ft 
March,  1779,  and  Mr.  Jackfor/t  evidence  at  the  bar  of 
the  Houfc  of  Lords,  ::'slative  to  his  modf  of  carrying  on  thp 
profecution  fame  da^. 

mend 


ill 


?>l 


I 


I'A 


ll 


•V   •■.I 


J 


'  ■'5m 


(     no    ) 

mend  themfelves  to  the  author  of  that  mon- 
ilrous  fyftem  of  policy,  which  has  marked 
the  annals  of  the  prefcnt — minifters^ — or  the 
reign  of  thtix  fovereign  lords,  the  junto,  who 
by  their  endeavours  to  crujh  or  corrupt  every 
appearance  of  fub/lc  principle  or  private  inte* 
grity^  have  long  laid  their  account,  in  being 
able  to  introduce  and  eflabliih  a  fpecies  of  go- 
vernment, fuited  to  the  extent  of  ioViy^  and 
criminal  bafeneis  of  men,  weak  enough  to  be 
cheated,  or  corrupt  enough  to  part  with  on 
motives  of  perfonal  interefts,  the  bleifings  of 
that  conftitution,  which  had  rendered  a  fpot 
of  earth,  far  from  being  naturally  fertile,  one 
of  the  greateft  powers  the  world  has  feen  iince 
ibc  diitolution  oi  the  Romau  empire,      ,      ^  . 
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.       To   the      A    U   T   H    O   R.  -       ^ 

WHATEVER  truth  or  juftice  there  may  be 
in  your  Short  Hiftory  or  my  obfervations, 
muit  be  left  to  the-  decifion  of  an  impartial  and 
difcerning  public  •,  but  from  this  confli^,  one  ffte- 
lancholy  truth  may  be  gathered,  that  this'  country 
is  verging  faft  towards  certain  deftrudkion,  or  na- 
tional degradation.  She  will  perhaps  not  long 
continue  in  an  independent  flate,  though  I  think 
that  hardly  probable ;  but  if  fhe  ihould,  there  is 
not  the  moft  diitant  profpeft,  the  moft  remote  pro- 
bability, that  ihe  will  ever  refume  her  wonted  ila« 
tion  among  thcfirji  powers  in  Europe. 

It  is  not,  Sir,  your  fanfaronneries  about  our  cala- 
mities during  the  firft  Dutch  war,  the  diftrefled 
ftate  of  this  country  in  the  reign  of  King  William; 
nor  the  threatened  invafion  of  the  Invincible  Ar- 
mada, in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  every  one 
of  which,  the  united  zeal,  perfevcrance,  and  fteady 
efforts  of  the  nation  fo  happily  iurmounted,  that 
is  fufficient  to  raife  the  drooping  fpirits  of  the 
people,  crouching  under  accumulating  burdens  \  and 
become  infenjibk  to  d  inger  and  approaching  ruin, 
by  the  falle  hopes  and  confident  aflertions  of  hire- 
ling writers  or  hireling  orators.  The  prefent  times 
materially  differ  from  thofe  periods,  which  you 
dwell  upon  with  fo  much  exultation,  and  which, 
though  liable  to  change  of  fortune,  did  not  ge- 
nerate dilappointmenr,  defpair,  and  defeat,  as  ef- 
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fe^s  refulting  from  radical  caufes  and  native  im- 
becility. ^        . 

In  1588,  when  Philip  the  Second  attenipted  to 
invade  this  kingdom,  the  whole  of  the  annual  fup- 
plies,  including  the  civil   lift  revenue,   did  not 
amount  to  the  expences  incurred  in  the  year  1778^ 
under  the  Jingle  article  or  army  excraordinaries, 
even  allowing  for  the  comparative  difference  of  the 
value  of  money  at  both  periods.     The  coffers  of 
that  princefs  were  full\    (he  employed  the  public 
purfe  like  2i  faithful  ftevvard,  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
ftate :  as  yet,  no  balance  of  power  founded  in  injiu- 
ence  on  the  part  of  the  crown,  and  dependence  on 
that  of  parliament,  was  publicly  avowed,  and  the 
necfjjity  of  both  defended  by  a  court  writer.      She 
was   a  wife  princefs,  for  (he  employed  very  few 
but  great  and    able  minifters.     She  had  perfonal 
favourites,  but  no  political  ones:  and  by  an  ad- 
drefs,  no  lefs  rare  than  fortunate,  Ihe  reconciled  fe- 
veral  jarring  interefts,  and   drew  their  colltdted 
force  to  a  fixed  point  o(  union }  that  of  promoting 
the  profperity  of  their  country.     The  Cecilian,  the 
Leiceftrian,  the  Elfexian,  or  Stuart  fadtion,  might 
endeavour  to  thwart   each  other,  and  undermine 
their  rivals  in  her  favour,  but  as   fhe  dealt  out 
her  rewards  with  an  even  hand,    and  eftabliihed 
merit   as    the  only  fure    recommendation  i    ihe  was 
therefore  ably  and  faithfully  ferved  throughout  htr 
whole  reign,  and  has  left  an  example  behind  her 
worthy  to  be  imitated  by  all  her  royal  fucceflbrs. 

If  you  are  ferious,  in  comparing  the  calamities 
of  the  years  1665  andyjjc,  and  the  burning  a  few 
ihips  at  Chatham;  to  thofe  which  at  prefent  ter^ 
minate  our  view  of  the  political  horizon  on  every 
fide,  you  can  hardly  exped  from  me  a  ferious 
f  anfwcrj 
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anfwer;  if  not,  but  only  have  done  it  to  cliace 
away  the  fpleen,  the  nervous  and  valetudinary 
part  of  your  readers,  it  would  ill  become  me  to 
endeavour  to  banifli  thofe  vifionary  gleams  of 
comfort,  which  caufe  a  temporary  fufpenfion  of 
thofe  habitual  impreffions,  and  imbitter  their 
wretched  exiijence.  It  would  refemble  the  formality 
of  a  phyfician  of  Toledo,  who  having  pronounced 
his  patient  incurable,  prohibited  the  ufe  of  opium, 
and  infifted,  that  the  patient  Ihould  die  by  the  rules 
of  art,  in  the  moll  excruciating  torments. 

The  cordial  you  have  extradred  from  the  ftate.of 
this  country,  in  the  reign  of  King  William,  though 
not  forced  by  the  political  alembic  heated  over  the 
great  fire  of  London,  calls  for  a  remark  or  two^ 
The  naval  engagement  off  Beachy,  in  the  year 
1690,  you  reprefent  as  terminating  in  a  Z^/^/de-* 
feat  ?  you  affirm  we  loft  eight  Ihips  of  the  line ;  and 
that  the  French  rode  triumphant  in  the  Channel, 
infulting  our  fea-ports,  and  threatening  our  fea- 
coafts  with  invafion.  Now,  Sir,  as  I  have  the  au- 
thority of  a  perfon  who  ferved  aboard  that  fleet, 
now  before  me,  and  was  afterwards  fecretary  of 
the  Admiralty  for  upwards  of  twenty-five  years, 
who  affirms,  that  no  Englilh  Ihip  was  taken  or  de- 
ftroyed,  but  one  called  the  Royal  Anne,  which  run 
on  Ihore  near  Winchelfea,  and  which  the  Captains 
burnt,  to  prevent  her  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy  *,  you  wUl  pardon  me  if  I  doubt  the 
faift.  This,  I  believe,  is  a  fufficient  proof  of 
the  credit  you  deferve,  in  any  thing  which  re- 
lates to  hijlorical  narrative.  I  could  prove,  were  it 
worth  my  while,  that  the  impreffion  of  our  ima- 
ginary diltrefles  at  that  time  which  you  have  given, 

*  Vide  Eurcheti's  Hlftory  of  the  Naval  Tranfactions  at 
Sea.  *  '' 
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is  a  bafe  counterfeit.     You  forgot  however  to  ex- 
hibit  the  reverfe  to  your  rcr*ders,  and  to  inform 
them    that   King    William,     the   next  day   after 
Eeachy  fighr,  gained  a  compleat  vidory  over  the 
Irifli  at  the  Boyne,  commanded  by  the  abdicated 
king;    by    which   means,    more   than   halt   that 
kingdom  inllantly  fubmitted.     Yo\ji  forgot  to  in- 
form  them,  that   Holland,  the  Emperor,  Spain, 
and  the  empire,  were  our  allies;  and,  thac  we  had 
none    to  contend  with   but  France    alone.      You 
forgot  to  inform  them,  that   Marlborough,  Pe- 
terborough,   Galway,    Stanhope,    and    all    thofe 
diftinguilhed  officers,  who  afterwards  contributed 
to  the  viftories  of  Blenheim,  Ramilics,  and  Mal- 
plaquet,  were    then  ferving    in   our  armies ;   and 
Ruflel,  Delaval,  Shovel  and  Rook,  employed  and 
cntrufted  with  the  conmiand  of  our  fleets ;   that  a 
Godolphin,  a  Sunderland,   and  a  Somcrs  dire^ed 
our   councils;  that  the  whole  national   debt  did 
not  amount  to  tzvo  millions  •,   and  that  no  cement, 
rmcd  by  redprocalinjluence  znd dependance  between 
the  crown  and  parliament^  exifted,  but  what  common 
interejl,  common  fafety^  and  a  firm  determination  to 
prcferve  thofe  liberties  the  nation  had  juft  wrefted 
out  of  the  handsof  a/)^;y«r^iand  ungrateful  tyrant, 
didtatcd.  Thefe  united,  formed  the  palladium  of  our 
fccurity.     The  confidence  of  the  people  was  the-ii 
founded  in  wifdom ;  the  means  were  commenfu- 
rate  to  the  ends,  and  ably  directed,  for  they  led  to 
and  obtained  them. 

At  the/r/?  period,  we  could  boaft  of  a  Burleigh, 
and  a  Walfingjiam ;  at  the  fecond,  of  a  Claren- 
dor  ,id  a  Soutmimpton ;  at  the  third,  of  aGodoI- 
phi  und  a  Soniers :  you  yourfelf  will  blujh  at  the 
fourth  J  you  wiU  redden  and  hold  down  your  head 
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at  the  degrading  contrajl — *'  and  we  can  now  boaji 
of  a  North  and  a  Germaine  !"  I  ficken  at  the  com- 
parifon.  Methlnks  I  behold  the  genius  of  Britain, 
dijjolved  in  tears,  o^erwhelmed  in  the  deepeft 
diftrefs,  and  all  her  ancient  enemies  with  diftended 
fides,  almoft  convulfed  by  fucceffive  peals  of 
laughter! 

I  come  now  to  the  particular  fubjeft  that  has 
been  the  occafion  of  writing  this  poftfcript,  which. 
I  mean  to  treat  very  briefly,  as  the  matter  I  mean 
to  animadvert  upon,  is  contained  within  a  very 
narrow  compafs. 

Your  firft  pofition  is,  that  ambition  is  inherent 
in  human  nature  ;  and  as  an  ndtive  principle,  urges 
individuals  to  afpire  to  diftindtion  and  preemi- 
nence  among  their  fellow  -  citizens  •f'.  A  moll:  noble 
principle  it  is,  and  the  fountain  of  all  great  and 
glorious  adions ;  but,  Sir,  give  me  leave  to  tell 
you,  though  you  have  defined  it  by  reference^  as 
you  proceed  under  the  general  name  of  ambition, 
you  have  artfully  avoided  the  diliindtion ;  that  is, 
between  a  fa^fe  and  true  ambition ;  an  ambition  to 
ferve  ones  felf,  or  their  country ;  of  an  ambition 
founded  in  virtue ;  of  doing  good ;  and  of  gratifying 
vicious  inclinations ;  of  being  the  protestor  of  the 
liberties  of  a  man's  country,  and  of  publicly 
trampling  upon,  or  fecretly  undermining  them  ; 
of  being  the  fcourge  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and 
their  faviour  and  deliverer.  So  far  I  believe  you 
will  at  lead  publicly  agree  with  me.  1  defire  no 
more  for  the  prefent. 

Your  next  pofition  is,  that  the  means  ufed  to 
obtain  diftindtion  and  pre-eminence,  are   various. 
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and  are  auommodated  to  the  fpirit  of  the  govern- 
ment under  which  people  live.  I  (hall  pais  over 
thofc  means,  as  they  are  fuppofed  to  operate  in 
defpotic  monarchies.  In  republics,  the  means  you 
obierve,  are  gaining  the  confidence,  or /educing  the 
principles  of  the  people ;  in  free  limited  govern- 
ments, you  tell  us,  the  neareft  road  to  power,  lies 
hetzveen  feduclion,  on  one  hand,  as  in  the  repub- 
lics i  or  the  favour  of  the  prince,  who  is  the  foun- 
tain of  all  preferment,  and  is  generally  procured 
by  intrigue  and  addrefs^  in  defpotic  monarchies. 

If  the  neareji  road  to  pozver  lies  between  thofc 
two  extremes,  one  or  the  other  of  thefe  conclufions 
muft  follow  ;  that  none  of  thofc  are  the  means  proper 
to  be  employed,  to  obtain  diftindtion  in  a  mixed 
government  like  that  of  Great  Britain  5  or,  that  the 
government  being  mixedy  fo  ought  be  the  means, 
which  are  you  fay,  intrigue  and  addrefs ;  and  fe- 
ducing  t[ic  principles  of  the  people,  I  fubfcribe 
mod  chearfully  to  this  dodtrine,  if  you  will  con- 
fefs,  that  public  feduftion  and  perfonal  flattery, 
however  fuccefsful  it  may  operate,  aided  by  intrigue 
find  addrefs,  upon  a  weak  or  ihort-fighted  prince,  or 
upon  a  credulous  and  deluded  people,  are  not  the 
^neans  to  procure  honourable  pre-eminence,  and 
honejl  diflindtion. 

You  may  anfwer,  that  many  have  attained  both 
by  fuch  means :  granted,  and  you  might  have 
added,  many  will.  As  long  as  avarice,  treachery, 
meannefsy  want  of  principle,  faljhood,  and  the  whole 
black  catalogue  of  vices  continue  to  inhabit  the 
human  bread,  there  will  be  pretenders  who  will  fe- 
ducej  there  will  be  knaves  to  fell,  and  villains  to 
pur  chafe',  there  will  ht  flatterers  to  daub,  whifperers 
10  mifreprefent  and  tetray^  and  traitors  worthy  of  an 
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eminence ;   but  I  no  «»;=  PJ  ^^ytion,  than  I 
of  gratifying  fuch  a  fpec.«  of^^^^^  ^^ 

tlo  of  truftmg  my  ""U'e  ^.  ^^,^5 

„,y  purfe  to  -,V"B>^:;Eduaion  and  impofition, 

of  vice,  as  welUs  P"^^'-^^f^''"'°d  more  ot  lefs  in- 
is  common.to  ^^3"  natu^.  an  ^^^^  ^.^j,^^^  ^^^, 

herent  in  it.    U  loes  not  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^. 

government  ought  ]»  '"'*"  J,  i„t<,  /«,,,//«/  ex- 
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as  the  b^ts  of  y°"'  '^^'"'a II  dedudion  from 
next  pofition.  V^ft  'the  revolution,  though  it 
the  prermfes.     Vou  lay  tne  ^^  authority. 
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t^rst;:rS^^^^^^^^^^^  and  fucH 

-^-^Set^:«fe^^ 

confers  it  IS  '^\fif^^^L  the  point  beyond  the 
ftatcd  in  print  i  .and  5^^^ /  .f^nted ;  for  you  add, 
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numl  depeniance  is  "'^^'fj^oun.  Common  pru- 
;,.«  of  conferring  .«««^'£»«;;,- ,  i„ee,  wkr. 
dence,  you  fay,  d.refts  the  cho  ^^K^^  ^^  ^^^^ 

to  .H'  '"^  '^=''?\o  have  the  power  of  adm.n.- 
he  will  feleft  thofe  who  have  tnc  t< 

ftving  to  his  wants.  This 
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This,  I  confefs,  is  fpeaking  pretty  plain,  and 
brings  to  my  memory,  when  I  was  lad  in  Eaft- 
Frielland,  the  mode  of  courting  in  that  country. 
The  parents  or  friends  of  the  young  couple  aflem- 
ble  on  the  day  of  courtfhip  in  a  large  room,  at 
one  end  of  which  there  is  a  kind  of  bench  raifed 
about  three  feet  above  the  floor,  on  which  the  in- 
tended bride  fits. 

The  bridegroom  enters  in  his  bed  array,  and 
falutes  all  her  friends ;  and  advancing  to  the  mid- 
dle of  the  roon-.,  makes  three  low  bows  to  his  in- 
tended bride.  He  then  makes  his  obeifance  to  her, 
on  which  fhe  leaves  her  feat.  On  which  he  takes  her 
by  the  hand,  and  in  a  light  eafy  manner  tells  her, 
"  I  zvant,  my  dear,  what  you  have  \*  to  which 
Ihe  laconnically  replies,  "  My  dear,  I  zuant  what 
you  have."  This  is  an  immediate  contra(St,  the 
confequence  of  which  is,  that  the  minifler,  who 
is  waiting  in  an  outer  chamberi  15  inflantly  called 
in,  and  the  parties  are  married. 

Whether  this  new  balance  of  yours  was  formed 
on  the  model  of  a  Dutch  courtlhip,  I  will  not  pre- 
tend to  fay  •,  or  whether  it  was  really  introduced 
by  fome  of  the  Dutch  favourites,  tovyards  the  con- 
clufion  of  King  William's  reign ;  bur  I  never 
heard  before,  that  it  was  the  political  vinculum 
which  bound  or  married  a  King  of  Great  Britain 
to  the  reprefentaiives  of  the  people,  and  they  back 
again  to  2.fervile  dependance  pn  his  tninijers, 

I  will  not  venture  to  controvert  a  matter  of 
which,  by  your  owq  fituation,  or  rather  the  diftinc- 
tion  and  pre-eminence  of  your  friends,  yog  may 
be  better  informed  of  than  I  pretend  to  he.  My 
thoughts  reached  no  further  than  bare  fufpicion. 
Sufpicion  will  henceforward  give  way  to  evidence 
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of  a  fuperior  nature.  The  other  important  difcd- 
very,  however,  that  this  leads  to,  deferves  a  little 
attention.  But  as  candidates  were  more  numerous 
than  ofiices,  the  difappointed  never  failed,  you 
fay,  to  perfecute  the  fuccefsful,  till  by  watching; 
faults,  errors,  or  misfortunes,  they  obtained  their 
point,  and  they  themfelves  became  in  turn  the 
objcdts  of  attack.  This,  I  am  ready  to  acknow- 
ledge, is  at  once  penetrating  into  the  marrow  of 
things,  and  forms  your  firft  grand  corollary. 
Every  man  is  ambitious,  that  is,  he  firft  feduces 
the  people y  and  gains  their  confidence.  He  after- 
warcfs  goes  with  this  confidence,  andy^//5  it  to  the  , 
Minifter,  or  the  Sovereign.  As  there  are  not  as 
many  places  as  there  are  candidates^  fome  necefla- 
rily  rer»ain  unprovided  iox^  and  continue  to  thwart 
and  obftruft  government,  till  they  replace  their 
opponent",  who  worry  them  in  turn.  This  is  not 
a  very  favourable  picture  of  humam  nature,  in 
the  feveral  political  phrafes  it  prefents  in  our  *he- 
mifphere.  If  it  be  a  true  reprcfentation  of  it,  in 
its  ftationary  revolutions,  I  cannot  but  lament  the 
fevere  trial  providence  hath  allotted  for  our  pre- 
fent  mod  gracious  and  pious  Sovereign,  who  is 
necelTarilv  compelled  by  an  union  of  natural  as 
well  as  fa^itious  caufes  to  permit  or  fuffer  his  mi- 
nifters  to  countenance  a  fyltem  of /?^/'//«^/and  con- 
firmed treachery  and  villainy^  nor,  I  dare  fay,  to  be 
equalled  by  any  other  nation,  but  the  inhabitants 
of  a  certain  extenfive  trad;  of  country,  called  the 
infernal  regions. 

But,  Sir,  what  follows  next  is  much  more  to 

the  purpofc  than  any  part  of  your  introductory 

difquifitions.     Men,   you  fay,  who  wilhed  to  be 

employed,  took  care  to  fupport  in  their  appearances 
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the  principles  o(  the  people,  that  is,  they  were  guilty 
o(  public  fedit£lion.  No  diftindlion  was  made  be- 
tween whig  and  tory\  each  party  adopted  thofe 
principles,  and  aflumed  to  themfelvcs  the  appel- 
lation of /o^«/tfr ;  but  the  prcfent  reign,  on  account 
of  feveral  circumftances,  was  calculated  to  put  an 
end  to  all  foolifi  pretenfions  to  popularity.  The  con- 
clufion  is  evident.  The  door  of  preferment  was 
thrown  open  to  every  other  defcription  of  men, 
but  fuch  as  retained  popular  principles  or  popular 
prejudices.  I  molt  fincerely  believe  it;  and  the 
fecret  is  come  out.  Every  man's  political  fortunes 
are  prejcribed^  who  dare  to  court  popular  opinion. 
While  that  continued  to  be  the  neareft  road 
to  preferment,  it  was  much  frequented.  Popular 
fedudion  is  now  no  longer  pradtifcd  but  by  thole 
who  have  been  already  entered  in  the  black  book, 
and  whole  fate  is  confequently  decided.  The  way 
to  honours  and  preferment  is  now  by  a  much  nearer 
road,  and  our  government  is  no  longer  a  mixea 
government ;  for  no  man,  as  it  is  at  prcfent  ad- 
mintftered,  can  ever  expert  to  arrive  at  diJiiniHion 
ov  pre-eminence  among  his  fellow  citizens,  who  ei- 
ther iSi  or  dares  to  pretend^  that  he  wilhes  to  be 
popular^  eVen  through  the  arts  of  popular  feduc- 
tion.  Government  is  at  length  happily /^wz-Z/y^^i, 
and  brought  back  to  its  true  and  original  ftandard ; 
the  favour  of  the  Prince,  who  is  the  fountain  ot 
preferment  -,  which  preferment  is  procured  by  ad- 
drefs  and  intrigue. 

Under  fuch  a  government  and  fuch  a  jyjlem  of 
aUive  policy,  it  is  now  impdffible  for  any  real  or 
pretended  patriot  ever  to  fucceed  j  if  he  be  a  real 
one,  what  right  have  the  people  to  dictate  to  their 
Sovereign  about  the  choice  of  his  fervants  ?  li  pre- 
tended 
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tended,  furely  every  well  wifhcr  to  his  country 
ought  to  rejoice  to  fee  the  Jaifious  pretender  difap- 
pointed ;  fo  that  in  either  event,  the  effeSi  is  the 
fame  I  no  man  can  expert  to  tade  of  t\it  fountain  of 
preferment  J  even  though  it  were  to  cool  his  jaws^ 
parched  up  with  the  heat  of  real  or  pretended  patriot- 
ifm,  unlefs  he  c&n  procure  it  by  intrigue  or  addrefs. 

This  may  be  the  court  creed  of  the  year  1779, 
butif  hiftory  does  not  miflnform  us,  it  was  not  fuch 
a  creed  that  kept  King  William  on  the  throne  in 
fpite  of  all  his  enemies  foreign  and  domeftic,  nor 
called  the  Hanover  family  out  of  the  Jlri6l  line  of 
hereditary  fucceffion  to  fill  the  con(litutional  office, 
of  Jirjl  magijlrate  in  a  free  country.  I  ihall  con- 
clude with  a  (hort  quotation,  iQfirit&\y  applicable 
to  the  fubjedt  of  this  addrefs,  from  a  well  knowi^ 
political  writer. 

'^  Let  the  illuflrious  and  royal  that  hath  been 
called  to  the  government  of  thefe  kingdoms,  go- 
vern them  as  long  as  Providence  fhall  ordair  !  but 
let  the  fpirit  as  well  as  letter  of  the  conflitution 
they  are  entrufted  to  preferve,  be,  as  it  ought  to  be, 
and  as  we  promife  ourfelves  it  will  be,  the  file  rule 
of  their  government,  and  the  file  fupport  of  their 
power  i  and  whatever  happens  in  the  various  courfe 
of  human  contingencies,  >vhatever  be  the  fate  of 
particular  perfons,  of  houfeSy  or  families ,  le't  the /z? 
Gerties  of  Qreat  Britain  be  immortal.** 
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Au^uft  4,  1779. 
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